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DBllck 

Commando 
Dog Tau Set-

-(A Kautman's Exclusive): 
2 GI stainless steel tags, specially treated to be non glare !lat 
black plus 2 black (4" and 24") ball chains . . . $5.00/11t 

o DRegulltlon GI Dog Tags-~ 
~ set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 ~ _ 
m stainless chains (4" and 24") .................... $3.00/uclt 
- Want us to print them? WE'LL PAINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
- spaces per line. (i Ol'ltlltlftt .................. Inly $1.00 pertlg($2.00 perset) 

PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING OROERS BY TELEPHONE ... 
~ D Dog Tag Silencers • black. non-glare rubber bumpers :a !or tags . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ $1.00/palr 

I: D Special Forces Green Beret • Jaunty and 
..& daring and claSSy - like the prnlessional's who wear them. These are 
, - ........, blnts ol 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all mili · 

CD tary specs. Made expressly tor us by the prime g govern ment contractor. Also available: 
, Otticial headgear !or: 
en DAlrbame Qulllfted (Maroon) 
Ao Oltlnger Commandos (Bliek) 
I/' 0 Artmery & Guanllln Angels (Red) 

~ :~f%!~''"10 ~z~~~: t~~ icarnou111ge) 
~ (Not sure ol head size? Tell us how many inches around your head where 

you wear your hat. We'll send the right one.) .... . $13.75/each 

I D DriH Instructor/Smokey the Bear Hat • 
~ formally called the Campaign Hat. this is a really 

fine quality pressed lett headpiece. 
~ A hat with character. No one who wears it 

I: ~snc~~~~rit~o1rae;1~0 ~:~i~y t~hasn~~~t 
0 orders Of heap abuses. pursue llamers or 
Z write traffic tickets. Let your true Of wisttul seH 
I be heard. Sizes: 6-7/8 to 7 3/4 .. . ...... $19.75/each 

Cit 0 Genuine Lulller Chin Strip . s2.001mh 
!; 0 Acom Hit Cord (as shown) . . . . . . . $6.00/each 
*• (Specify color: silver. gold metallic. black/gold, metallic. yellow. 

~ r~:~:::~e~ombat Cap-Wood~nd :g 
J. Camouflage • latest Anmy issue. This . · 
•• winterwetght cap features lined !laps which can !=! told out to keep your ears warm and tuck into the 5:> 
.,,. hat when the weather's balmy. Sizes run small. i Alu n1lllble In Oho Drab (OD) Green. ~ 
0 

Sizes: 7.7'1<.7'h7'1• .. .... .. . $9.00/each ~ 
c 
:s All Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours r ;· e D Watch Cap, 100% Wool-
-I This is the genuine GI. tightly knit, and all -wool 
- • watch cap. Used by commandos and troops · 
3 ~' -::::<~ G\ alike. this tightly knit cap lits snug on any Sile 
• ~11: head for maximun wannth on extended cold 
._. G~~ weather operations. Sides can roll down to prn-

tect ears. Choose between darl< blue/black (Navy Seal "' Marine Recon 
teams) Of OD (olive drab: anmy) S6.00/ e1ch 

f>ants feature: 6 pockets 
(thigh pockets are bel

lowed); drawstring 
cuffs; adjustable waist 
tab. Jackets feature: 4 
pockets , bellows style. 

Tell us your chest, 
height, and waist 

measurements 
when ordering. 

Choose from: 
O Woodland Pattern 

Camouflage - 50% cotton/ 
50% nylon . Army 's latest 

issue; the pants have a 
reinforced seat and knees; 

the jacket has reinforced elbows . Brand New. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants . $30.00/each; 
. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $57.50/set. 
D Day Desert Pattern Camouflage - 50% 

cotton/50% nylon . Latest issue to Airborne 
Troops of the Rapid Deployment Force. Brand 
New. Reinforced as Woodland f>attern above. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants ... $34.00/each; 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... $65.00/set. 
D Olive Drab (OD) Green· 100% cotton , 

ripstop; as used in early Vietnam. Current GI manufacture. Brand 
New. Specify: Jacket or Pants ... . $30.00/each; $57.50/set. 
O Tiger Stripe Pallern Camouflage - Commercial Manufacture • 
these are made by a US Government contractor to military specs . 
The tiger stripe pattern is true . They are reinforced as the Wood
land f>attern Camouflage, above . Regular lengths only (no longs) . 
Specify Jacket or Pants . . $34.00/each: $65.00/set. 

D Long Sleeve Camouflage T-Shirts - green 
leaf pattern; 50% cotton, 50% polyester .. $9.75/each; 2 for $18.00 

D Hooded Long Sleeve Camouflage T-Shirt 

with Kanaaroo Pockets - Green leaf pattern , 50% 
cotton/50% poJYester . . . . . . . . . .. . $14.50/each; 2 for $27.00 

•Camouflage Collection Catalog - 32 pages 
of genurne m1l1tary clothrng, gear and equipment with an emphasis 
on camouflage $1 .DO/each. Free wllh any order. 

() · Sunglasses 
A.W •I)'-"' 25 % Off-These are the 
;;.- I Real McCoys 

by Bausch & Lomb. Also USAF 
and NASA Pilot glasses. Call for free 
sunglass brochure. 

D US Navy Cold Weather 

Deck Jackets-

Type A2 · These jackets leature 
windproof cuff and hip closures plus 
a full zipper front wilh button over
closure. The Olive Drab (00) green 

shell is 50% cotton/50% nylon. This \ ··· blend allows the jacket to be water· : l 
repellent (not waterprooQ while at · ! 
the same time rt has the softness ol I 
the natural fibre. It is lined with dou· 
ble lace pile in both the body and 
sleeves. It sports two hip pockets 
and a breast pocket with snap closure. 
The Deck Jacket is cut slightly below the 
waist so large or tall persons will find it quite comfortab'6. 
XS,S,M,L . . $47.75/uch; XL $50. 75/each: XXL $62. 75/each. 
Specify Olive Orab (OD) Green or Woodland Camo Shell. 

These flight jackets are 
issued to military fliers and 

are designated Type MA1 lllf 
lntenmediate Cokl. (This 

means that rt is the medium 
weight jacket, desigfled 10< 

comfort in a temperature zone 
ol about 20 ° to 55 °F). Look 
tor the military designation, 

sizes and stock numbers 
inside the left pocket. The 

outer shell and lining are 100% 
nylon making the jacket com

. and waterproof. The 
interlining is 100% polyester libertill lor 

the highest degree ol wanmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible: outside 
in your choice of either sage green or blue and the inside is survival 
orange. It features: two hip pockets outside as well as inside. sewn pen 
and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left 
sleeve. This a snappy, convenient, wanm, lully functional jacket and it 
happens to be the latest lashion trend . 
Specify: Sage Groen or em Shel · Regular Length Only. 
Sizes: XS.S,M.L . . $46. 75/each: XL. 

• Brand New!! Flight Jackets in Black and 

Woodland Camouflage • Exact '" every deta11 to the ge 
nume GI MA 1 1ackets above. manufactured by the same government 
contractor to m1hlary specs with reversible orange lmmgs The Black 
nylon shelled 1ackets lealure a gold Zipper and the woodland camo 
1ackets are made from genume GI cloth of 50% cotton/50% nylon 
Siles XS. S. M. L. $48.75/each;XL $53.50/each, 

D USAF Heavyweight 
flight Jacket- Type N28 . 
This is the wanmest !light jacket that 
the milrtary issues. It features lull pile 
hood which drapes over the shoulders 
when not needed. This is the cold 
weather version of the lntennediate 
Weight Flight Jacket · Type MA 1 lea
tured elsewhere in this ad. This jacket 
is designed !or subfreezing temper
atures. Waterproof and Windproof. 
S.M,L $87.75/each; XL .$95.75 

Cl 
This is the basic issue combat jacket. c:! 

Designed tor complete utility, these in
1 water repellent and windproof jackets 

feature: 4 super large utility pockets: 0 
gussetted back !or complete mobility -:! 
and freedom of movement: epaulets; 0) 

adjustable Cuffs and collar; drawstring -~ 
waistband: hidden hood in collar. !:: 

Brand new. of course. """ 
Sizes are XS,S,M.L,XL. Long lengths 0

1 are available In Olive Drab (OD) Green 
and Camouflage, Woodland pattern Z 

only. II you're unsure ol your 0 
size. tell us your chest measurement ~ 

when ordering. XS-L . . . $55.00/each: 
XL & all long lengths . . $60.50/each j 
XUlong . 585.00/each Cl 

Choose lrom: OOlve Drib (OD) Groen U 
OC1rnoulllge, Woodland P1Hlm (latest GI issue to Army). I 
ODesert Tan · (NA TO issue). OClrnoulllge, Tiger S~ · 
(Commercially made in a US mill to military specs). 

• M-65 liner • Genuine Gt - deStgned to quickly and eaStly 
bullon mto M 65 Jacket to provide complete warmth by sealing m the 
body heat Brand New XS. S. M L $19.00/each; XL $20.50/each 

C') 
C') 
Oli 
Cl 
.;, 

0 Genuine Military Insignia· meeung 11 mtltlry specs :; @*:®, RE§ 2 D Commando Sweater -
f>atterned after the famous British 
Commando Sweater, this is manu
factured in the USA for US military 
use. The USMC sweater is crewneck, 
olive drab (OD) green in color. The 
Army sweater is V-neck, in black 
and has epaulets and a breast 
patch for nameplate. The natural 
100% wool fiber content makes the 
sweater super warm; the long cut 
and tight knit ribbed design makes 

O Speclal Forces Flashes (choose lrom: 5th Group in Vietnam: 8th: ~ 
heavy duty olive drab plastic flashlight issued 10 basic 12th : or JFK Special Warlare Center) ...... .. $2.00/each a: 
and steatth units The llashlight " waterprool non glare ' 0 Special Forces Shoulder Patch II. 
and lealures 4 d1tterent lenses which can be 'eaStly m~lalled (specily regular or subdued) .. _.$2 .00/each ..I 
or removed It can clip onto the belt or suspender \~ G\ D Special Forces Crest . . .. $3.00/each ..I 
tor hands tree operatmn operates on 2 standard D G~~m D Paratrooper Badge • · · · • · · • • · · • · · · S3.00/each o 
cell battene_ and come; complete with a spare bulb D Air As11ult Badge ... $4.50/each ,_ 

it windproof. Sleeve and shoulder 
patches provide protection at abra
sion points. Specify size: S, M, L, XL 
Choose: Olive Drab (OD) Green 

B11nd new, sold In tfle GI box $6.50/uch; 2 for $12.25 · · § ~~~tA~:.~ec~:t ............. • • • ~~.~~~::~~ a: 
SHIPPING COST 

(USMC) or Black (Army) ... $39.75/each. Please include appropriate shipping costs lrom chart below with each 
order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance 

D Commando Sweater - Commercially and handling. Ordersupto$10.00 . ' $300 

made • patterned after the GI ones , these are commercially ~;~:;; :;~~ m ~~ :~ m~ rn 
made in easy care 100% acrylic. Although they are copies, they are Orders trom $35.01 to 50.00 5.25 
constructed surprisingly true to the all wool ones, complete with Orders trom $50.01 to 70.00 6.25 
sleeve and shoulder patches . Orders lrom $70.01 to90.00 . 7.25 
Choose between: Olive Drab (OD) Green or Black. Specify Size: Orders over $90.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 

0 101st Altborne Patch (specify regular or subdued) .. $2.00/each Ill 
O 82nd Airborne Patch (specily regular or subdued) .. $2.00/each iCl 
D Ranger or Airborne Tabs (specify regular or subdued)S1 .00/Hch a: 
0 M1rlne Recon Wing· gold plated . . ........ $5.00/each 0 
O Pllol Wing, USAF· nickel plated ................ $5.50/ each 
O FuN Bini Colonel's Rank · Anmy - nickel plated ..... $3.50/palr 
0 General's R1nk·One Stir-Army · nickel plated ...... $3.50/palr 
0 Navy SHI Badge· gold plated. .$13.50/ each 
0 U.S. Flag (2 x 3'/•). $2.25/each 
0 For 1 complete llUng of over 1,000 mlMtlry Insignia Items 11nd 
for our Insignia Colectton Catalog. Cost $2.00 plus 88c tor 1st clan 
pDltlge. S, M, L, XL . $21. 75/,e,.ac.h

1 
.... lll! .... C.1nllild~lajnlO.nlers-Send Double Amount Indicated. 

We re 11u1 1 ne l.111:1111e:n !! DUI 1111:n, we re 11u1 1 rymy 1 u De. 
For over 65 years the Kaulman name has been respected for ottering the lines! in genurne 
m1hlary goods and 1ns1gnra. Our committment to first rate service 1s legendary. Our service 
policy means: 

to take your orders (every firm with an 800 number will do that) but we'll also be happy to 
answer your questions. Whether you're calling to ask about our merchandise or the status 
of an order you placed. we guarantee friendly. courteous service. 

• All in stock items are shipped no later than the next business day regardless of whether 
,you pay by check. money order. credit card or C.O.D. (There 1s a C.O.D. fee of $4.00 in ad 
d11ion lo the regular shipping). 

• Toll lree telephone lrnes drrect to our Customer Service Department. We'll not only be glad 

No, we're not the cheapest. But you get what you pay for If you order the cheapest you 
may wait a long time for delivery of something you may ultimately be unhappy with. If you 
order from Kaufman's you'll see why top quality merchandise and frrst rate service (with a 
Customer Service Department always available) will squeeze the most value out of every 

dollar you spend. Call Toll Free 1-800-545-0933 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 
"JT'S great to be an American again," remarked a friend when 

he heard about the Grenada operation. 
"It's great to have a president with balls," said an unknown 

trooper from the 75th Rangers on Grenada. · 
The Grenada operation could be a crucial turning point in the 

modem history of the United States. That's a broad statement to 
make about an operation that won't go down in the books as one of 
America's most memorable military campaigns, but, finally, after 
many years of looking the other way at Soviet-sponsored subver
sion and aggression, America showed its mettle. 

There certainly can be no doubt about President Reagan's cour
age. He launched the Grenada operation to protect American lives 
and to restore order and democracy on the island. He knew his 
actions would be condemned by America's liberal media, the 
United Nations, most Democrats (this is an election year and 
Reagan can't be attacked on his economic policies which are 
working) and many of America's allies. 

Further, the risky operation was launched only two days after 
239 American servicemen were killed in Beirut. Had the Marines, 
Rangers and 82nd Airborne Division who took Grenada faced 
serious opposition from the Cubans, the People's Revolutionary 
Army (PRA) of Grenada or the Grenadian civilians, many more 
casualties - U.S. and Grenadian - could have resulted, turning 
the operation into a disaster. Another 200 or 300 American KIAs 
that week would have all but ensured a Democratic victory in 1984 
and a resultant descent into minor-power status for America. 

But Reagan's judgment proved sound. The PRA folded almost as 
soon as U.S. forces arrived; sufficient force was applied to take 
care of the Cubans without significant casualties and the people of 
Grenada welcomed the Americans with open arms - according to 
a CBS poll 91 percent favored the action. 

U.S. public support of the operation was also overwhelming. 
Even critics of the operation could not ignore the sight of returning 
American medical students jumping off evacuation aircraft in 
Charleston, S.C., to kiss the ground and praise their rescuers. 
Clearly Americans will support use of military force to protect 
American lives, end tyranny and ensure America's security in our 
own hemisphere. 

And U.S. interests in the Caribbean were threatened. All col
lected evidence indicates that the Soviet Union and Fidel Castro 
were molding Grenada into another Nicaragua, from which more 
leftist terrorists and supplies would be exported to troubled Carib
bean and Central American countries. 

The Grenadian operation should make Nicaragua nervous. God
father Fidel Castro proved he couldn't guarantee security to his 
leftist proteges, even with a 24-hour advance notice. Even more 
significant for Nicaragua, however, was Castro's announcement 
that he would not aid Nicaragua if the United States acted in 
Central America. 

One image clearly illustrates the shift in power marked by the 
. Grenada operation: the wonderful shot of Castro at a press confer
ence the day after the operation. Castro, his face contorted with 
frustration, has both hands raised to his temples in a gesture of 
total helplessness. 

The evil o ld man of Havana looked finished. 
- Jim Graves 
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THE GREAT SURVIVAL 
RESOURCE BOOK ~ 

This updated . comprehensive. new 
ed ition gives access to the vi tal 
facts self -reliant peopl e need to 
know. L isted are; Eq uipmen t 
names. add resses. phone numbers 
of over 500 su ppliers and descrip
ti ons of thei r prod ucts: Books-
1 OOs o f books on su rvival is t topics : 
Art ic les- pra c tical ad vice by no ted 
au thors suc h as Ragnar Benson 
and Nancy Tap p an . 8 ''1 x 11 . soft-
cover. iltus .. 232 pp . $14.95 

THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Here is a c onversion system you can be t yo ur li fe on! 
Now you can transfo rm you r Ruge r 1022 into a select ive 
f i re . cl ose-co mbat gun you can trust. With simp le ha nd 
tools . you ca n build the par ts that w i ll co nvert you r t rusty 
Auger 1022 in to a selec tive-f ire weapon tha t can f i re over 
1 ,000 rou nds per minute on full auto - all wi thout mod i fy
in g the rec eive r o r t r igger ho usi ng in any way Just drop 
1n the conversion pa rts , and you 're read y for wl'la tever 
or who mever - co mes . Over 60 explic it photos . mac h in 
ist's drawings and fu ll-scale te mplates accompany the 
deta lled 1n st ruct1on s fo r mak ing th is conversi on fool 
p roof 9 x 12, so ftco ver . il lus .. 9·6 pp . $12.00 

FM 21-76 ............... .......... ...... 

SURVIVAL 
EVASION 

AND 
ESCAPf 

....... ., ... ..... , .... .. ..... .. 

SURVIVAL EVASION AND ESCAPE 
Th is field handbook to tr ied-and
true su rvival methods ts written by 
Army e xper ts . Colored plates of 
snakes and pla n ts make fo r fool
proof identificati on of poi sonous 
and ed ib le speci mens . Learn how 
to su rvive at sea. 1n a hosti le c am p 
or in the tropics Other topics . 
imp rovisin g shelters . ob taining 
food and water and more. 4 1/i x 6 'h. 
soltcover. ill us .. 430 pp. $10.00 

I HATE YO U! 
An Angry M a n' s Guide l o Revenge 

by M . Nelson Chu r1Llcr 
M ake fun where the re 1s none and 
get your revenge a1 the same time. 
In the same genre as Get Even and 
Up Yours! , I Hate You! w11I ensure 
you get the las t la ugh! Humorous. 
yet effeclfve . over one hundred 
sixty schemes show ho w to strike 
out at those who have done you 
dirty S ''i x 8 1

.; . hardcover. 182 pp 
$12.95 

NINJA SECRETS OF INVISIBILITY 
by Ashida Kim 

Like the Ninja warri o r. you too can walk unobserved , penetrate forbidden areas un seen 
and depart at will without a trace . Now the secrets of invisibility , known to the Nin ja of 
o ld , can be part of your self-defense repertoire . Be invincible once you learn to become 
part of you r surro undings and emplo y the dead ly moves of Ninjitsu . Ash ida Kim, author 
of the noted Secrets of the Ninja, tells you how to vanish from your opponent 's sight and 
make hi s instincti ve reactions work for you . And should you be seized , learn which 
fighting techniques will make you the undeniable victor' Dozens of methods of the Silent 
Way are clearly detailed and accompanied by over 170 close-up photographs . Master the 
Art of Invisibility and become the master of any situation. 5 '12 x 81/2, softcover, 174 photos, 
120pp. $10.00 

SPEC IAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 
TECHNIQUES FM 31-20 

In every respect. e xcept for the weatherproof cover and 
han d y Pocket size . th is 1s an exact repr in1 o f the fam ous 
A rm y Field Man ua l 31-20 All il lust rat ions and eve ry one 
o f the 535 pages of vita l in formation are inc luded . Chap
ters incl ude intetltgence . psych ops , raids and ambushes. 
co mm unicat ions , dem olitio ns. sunlival. improvised 
weaponry . and much . much more• 4 x 5. soltcover. ill us 
535 pp $14.95 

USUMfSl"f.CIAlfOllCU 
M(OICAlNA•DSOOl 

COMBAT 
SURVIVAL 

f~~ f~-·11AJ 
.!. ~-~ ~ 
~~· 

COURSE NOTES 

US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

The U.S. Army Special Fo rces a re 
known to tra in the world 's most 
ac co mplis hed medics . and thi s 
book is the reason wh y . It has 
eve ryth ing · comprehensive info on 
d isease d iag nosis and treatment. 
emergency wa r surgery and para 
medical ski lls. ped ia trics , obstet 
ri cs . or thoped ics. emergency den 
tal trea tment . and more 4 x 7, 
so ft cover. il lus .. 400 pp. $14.95 

COMBAT SURVIVAL 
Never befo re ava ilable 10 the pub
lic A n ex tre mely useful co mplete 
ma nual on physrcat and combat 
surviva l tra1n1ng and tac tics Con· 
ta in s rare inf o on evad ing and s1 · 
len cin g gu ard dogs sabotag e 
1ntelhgence gathe ring surviva l 
nav1gat 1on prrm1t1ve m ed ic ine 
evas10n and escape animal traps 
and much mo re1 8 ' x 11 so ft cove f 
i llus 160 pp $14 .95 

NEW l.D. IN AMERICA 
Want one m ore chance at life 
w ith a "clean sla te ?" Trade in your 
old 1dent1ty for a new start Here 1s 
a step- by-step g uide to creating a 
totally new you - wi th a b irt h cert tl 
ica te . passport. driver's license . 
Socia l Secu rity number- all you 
need for breaking w ith your past 
This 1s 1983. up-to-date info. G ra b 
it ! 5'h x 8 1-7 . softcover . 1tlus .. 120 pp 

$10.00 

SECRETS O F THE NINJA 
by Ashida Kim 

This is the rea l thing- one of the 
few complete . hard cover studies 
o f this ter rifying and dead ly ma r
tial art Tex t and photos illustrate 
Nin1a p rinciples o f invisib il ity , co
vert ent ry . escape and evasion . 
assassi nat ion . sen t ry removal . 
meditation . m ind c louding . and 
much more. A rivet ing . all -new 
select ion . 51h x 81

;,, hardcover. 200 
photos . 168 pp $16.95 

THE MINl-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Use th is new home wo rksho p guide to convert your M1 n1 
int o a selecti ve-fi re . silen ced . SWAT -type weapon' Pro 
vides comp lete workshop plans. 50 close· up photos. 
and ful l-scale templa tes Th is conversion process re 
qu ires no ma chining o r special tools Once comple led. 11 

takes iust five minutes to drop m the Automat ic Con nec
to r (the book 's sec ret 1) or remove 1t as needed Also 
in c ludes deta iled plans for a quic k-a nd -easy ca l iber 223 
si lencer The finest selecti ve-fire co nversion man ual 
Palad in has ever pubt1shed1 9 x 12. sol tcover. ph otos. 
templates. 72 pp $12.00 

GET 
EVEN: 

~:~ 

UP YOURS! 
by George Ha yduke 

All -new. ad vanced revenge tech
n iques and o rigina l d irty tncks 
from the author o l Gel Even. Here 
are the meanest. nastiest prank s 
for snakelike salesmen: nagg ing 
re lat ives . nosey neighbors. and all 
those people you love to hate. 
Read Up Yours! an d sta rt getting 
even today! S'h x 8'h. hardcover. 
175 DD $12 .95 

G ET EVEN ' 
The Co ml;llel e Boo&.: of Dirty Tri cks 

A hilarious o vervi ew of the meth · 
ods people use 10 get even with big 
business go vern ment and ene
mies More sophistic ated and in 

vol ved tri c ks are included . such as 
ones devised by CIA and Maha 
members an d poll11cat d irty tricks · 
te rs Over 80 sections presen1 dirt y 
tricks rang mg from sim ple to elab
o rale m nat u re s·. x 8 ' .. hard
cover. 180 pp $11 .95 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
SU RVIVAL POACHING $14.95 SWAT TACTICS $10.00 
HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON NINJA DEATH TOUCH . $10.00 

AN YBODY . $30.00 WAR STORY . $14 .95 

DRAGONS TOUCH $10.00 HOW TO AVOID EL ECTRONIC 
HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS EAVESDROPPI NG $12.95 I C a ll TOLL FREE fo r credit card o rders: 1-1100-824-7838: 
VOL.I . $12.00 SILENCERS IN THE 1980S $12.00 
SUPPRESSORS VOL. I REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC 

RUGER MKI 4.95 WEAPON SYSTEM . $12.00 
VOL. II RUGER 10/ 22 . 4 .95 U.S. NAVY SEAL 
VOL. Ill AR-7 4.95 COMBAT MANUAL . $14.95 
VOL. IV UZI 4.95 U.S. ARMY SNIPER TRAINING 
VOL. V INGRAM MANUAL $14.95 
M AC 10/ 11 4.95 THE SURVIVAL RETREAT . $ 8.00 
VOL. VI KG-9, KG- 99 . 4.95 GET EVEN II . $11.95 

I Ask for Operat or #249. A laska & H awaii. 1-800-824-7919. 

I Please send m e lhe following tilles : 

r I 

I Bdl my : 0 VISA 0 M,1<1crCacd L' P· Dat e --- : 

! 
,-,,, d No SUBTOTAL 

1 NAME Please include 
$2 pos iage 

1 ADDRESS and ha ndlrng 

CITY STATE ZIP___ TOTAL -1 ·-------------------------------·· --------------------· DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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FLAK 

SAS IS 
THE BEST ... 

Sirs: 
I saw The Last Option in France , where 

it opened under the title Commando. It 
was excellent and I would highly recom
mend it to anyone interested in the SAS or 
just adventure films. 

I have two questions. Can a U.S. citizen 
with or without prior military service join 
the SAS? Also, will you be doing any 
further stories on the SAS or possibly uni
forms of the elite forces : SAS , Special 
Forces, Rangers, Marine Recon? That 
would really help the serious memorabilia 
collector. 

Jon Winker 
Arlington , Virginia 

A U.S. citizen cannot join the SAS, but 

Americans have served with the SAS 
through several cooperative programs be
tween England and various branches of 
the U.S. military. SOP has run three fea
ture articles on the SAS: "SAS Dares and 
Wins," September '80; "SAS at War in 
Malaya," April '81 and " SBS and SAS in 
the Falklands,'' December '82. We don 't 
normally do " uniform" articles, but will 
continue to do articles on elite units. -
The Eds. 

T EFTIES' 
.1...J M16? ... 
Sirs: 

Because I am left-handed , the photo
graph on pages 46-47 in the November '83 
issue immediately caught my attention . 

Weapons I understand, photography I do 
not. As the staff sergeant's name tape and 
U.S. Army read backwards, I can only 
assume you reversed the negative. At any 
rate, a left-handed Ml6 is an interesting 
idea . 

C. G. Lagrone 
Vicksburg , Mississippi 

SOP had a better idea but, unfortunate
ly, we couldn't sell it to the Pentagon . The 
Army doesn't have a left-handed version 
of the M 16 and there is none in develop-

OWN THE 
THAT OFFICIALLY GU 

Model 92SB 
9mm Parabellum 

6 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Double Action Semi-Auto 

15-Round Staggered 
Magazine 

Call toll-free for nearest Beretta Dealer. .. ~ 1 , 

800·638·1301 ~ 
Monday through Friday.BAM to 4:30 PM. Eastern Time. l . 8 ~ 0 

Maryland residents. ca ll 301 -283-2191 . 
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You saw the fi rst left-handed Ml6 in the 
November issue. And the last. Here's the 
flopped offender printed right. Photo: Jay 
Mallin 

ment. We reversed the negative. Happens 
about once a year and it 's al ways hara-kiri 
time around here when it does. - The 
Eds. 

FRONT ROW 
AT THE WAR . .. 

Sirs: 

As I read Ken Rose 's " Charlie's Luck 
at Dak To," memories came rushing back 
to me. Ken had been one of my first men
tors in Special Forces. I worked with him 
in the 403rd RR SOD, 5th SFGA and 
shared with him a bottle of Old Grand Dad 
at Oak To in celebration of my 21st birth
day in September 1967. 

I enjoyed an unusual vantage point of 
the action of 17 November 1967, which 
Ken wrote about, that destroyed the C
l 30s on the airstrip at Oak To , and the 
other C-130 that made a successful 
escape. 

I was returning to the ·Special Forces B 
Team in Kon tum after being released from 
a convalescent hospital. I had hitched a 
ride with an Air Force Forward Air Con
troller (FAC) pilot from Pleiku to Kon tum 
- with a brief stopover at Oak To. 

As the FAC pilot was coming around 
for a landing at Oak To , mortar rounds 
pelted the runway and one of the C- l 30s 
on the ground below burst into flames . 
The FAC pilot pulled up and circled the 
plumes of smoke rising from the mortar 
craters sporadically erupting on the air
strip . We watched, praying silently, as the 
lumbering bird attempted takeoff in a 
shower of enemy mortar rounds. 

When it became evident that the C-130 
was airborne and could make it back to 
Pleiku, the FAC pilot headed for Kontum. 
I was most anxious to learn of the situation . 
at Oak To. 

Once back in the commo bunker of B-
24 in Kontum, I monitored the radio traf
fic between B-24 and A-244. I was re-

HANDGUN 

lieved, to say the least, to hear Ken 's voice 
throughout that night . 

Friendships establ ished in Vietnam 
were powerful forces in our development 
as human beings. Ken Rose taught me a 
lot. 

I have not seen Ken since 1971. It ' s 
good to know he's still around and still 
setting a positive example for others to 
follow . 

Soldier of Fortune is new to me . My 
subscription is forthcoming. 

Duane LaGuire-Quinn 
Fenton, Michigan 

BOYCOTT 
RUSSKY VODKA ... 

Sirs: 
The enclosed $100 to the Afghan Free

dom Fighters was donated by customers of 
my tavern in upstate New York , angered 
over the Soviet murder of 269 civilians 
aboard KAL 007 . 

I'm selling off my remaining stock of 
Stolichnaya vodka for $1 a bottle, all of 
which will be donated to the Afghans .' 

Michael Bennison 
Holland Patent, New York 

DRINGA 
GREAT LOSS ... 

.Sirs: 
Thanks for Leroy Thompson' s article 

on the Bergen pack (see SOF, November 
'83) . Those of us who' ve read Inside the 
SAS are aware that the Bergen has yet 

Continued on page 103 

ARDS CONNECTICUT. 
The Connect icut State Police put the Beretta 

92SB through the Third Degree before select ing 
it as t he firearm to protect its officers. Gruelling 
test s for fi repower. re liability. saf et y. accuracy 
and reloadability got it on the job. And switching 
law enforcement handguns isn 't done casually. 
This 15-round 9mm semi-automatic proves out 
just plain better than its competition . 

Ask a f riend in law enforcement. where 
t heir lives are on the line day in. day out. Or trot 
down to your Beret ta dealer. 

The superb. affordable Beretta 9258. Now a 
law unto itself. 
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FIRST-ROUND failure to feed is the 
most common assault-rifle mal

function. It is certainly the most irritating 
stoppage - and probably the most 
dangerous - and is usually caused by 
bad magazine design or a combination 
of case design and magazine construc
tion. But you can do something to keep 
first-round malfunctions from ruining 
scores . . . or killing you. 

It's sad to say that there are practically 
no feeding malfunctions with Kalash
nikov magazines. The 7.62x39mm 
ComBloc was developed to work in a 
magazine-fed automatic weapon . 
Kalashnikov magazines are heavy, but 
sturdy, and the feed lips are rugged 
beyond any need. Smooth cartridge 
movement is encouraged by the curve 
of the magazine body and the feed angle 
is just right. The AK magazine is one of 
the few military rifle magazines in the 
world that work when filled to capacity. 

A good example of a family of maga
zines that doesn't work when crammed 
fullistheM16. To my mind, the5.56mm 
NATO case isn't tapered enough to 
move regularly through an automatic
rifle magazine. Then, not only do M16 
magazines malfunction when filled to 
the 20 or 30 rounds they are supposed 
to hold, if you try hard enough you can 
push 21 or 31 rounds in an M16 box. 
Then you'll have something that really 
doesn't work. 

You can cure most of the M16 maga
zine's ills by stuffing it with two less than 
the recommended number for the 20-
round magazine. There's more oppor
tunity to bind or for dust to cause friction 
in the 30-rounder, so you should only 
put 27 cartridges in it. 

Although I think the 5.56mm NATO 
cartridge isn't shaped right, the M16's 
problems may be a function of magazine 
design. At least that's what the success of 
the Gali! 5 .56 mags suggests. Israeli 
Military Industries' 35- and 50-round 
boxes work perfectly when filled to the 
number they're designed for. 

Rifles designed for 7.62mm NATO 
have heavier springs for the bigger, 
heavier cartridge. This causes a new set 
of problems. The main difficulty is trying 
to reload under stress with the spring at 
its greatest compression. You have to 
push the magazine into the well against 
the tension of the spring after the maga
zine has been fully loaded. This is not a 
problem with rifles like the M14, FAL, 
G3 or SIG when the bolt is held open. 

(That's too late to be reloading in a 
real fight. You need to reload every time 
you think about it that you aren't sure 
you' re tu\\. Round-counters say that 
shouldn' t be necessary, but I don't think 
very many can keep count to 50 while 
they' re being shot at.) 

But if you have to reload a 7.62 rifle 
with the bolt closed, it'll be a lot easier if 
you leave one round out. That little bit of 
relief to the spring will make it less likely 
that the magazine will fall out after your 
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COMBAT 
WEAPON CRAFT 

Ready, Aim . .. Click 
by Ken Hackathorn 

Garth Choate's latest: a new stock for 
Winchester's Defender. Photo: Ken 
Hackathorn 

first shot. 
For whatever reason, most military 

rifle magazines do not work exactly as 
advertised. But you don't have to be a 
victim. Just be smarter than the maga
zine. 

J UST a quick word on accessories. 
Garth Choate has a pistol-grip stock 

out for the Winchester M-1200 Defen
der. This could be a valuable accessory 
for your Defender, because the pistol 
grip makes the gun more manageable 
with one hand, and the firm hold it offers 
makes working the pump easier with the 
other hand. Contact Choate Machine & 
Tool, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 218, Bald 
Knob, AR 72010. ~ 
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Here's something you don't usually see in armor 
ads ... 

HARD FACTS 
A lot of armor makers seem bent on keeping you 
from knowing much about their products. We don't 
see it that way. If you are going to stake your life 
on something, we think you need to know as much 
as possible about it. So read on. 
There are nine layers of 31 x 31 count, 1,000 denier, 
Zepel-D© treated Kevlar© 29 in each SILENT PART
NER© armor insert - exactly the style and weave 
of Kevlar recommended in the 1977 NILECJ study 
that set the national standard for police armor. A lot 
of manufacturers cut their cost by using some
thing less. 
We have one quarrel with that study. It says the 
most powerful round you need to worry about on 
the street is the .38 Spl. 158 gr. round-nose lead 
projectile. Since 20 percent of all police officers 
killed in the line of duty are shot with their own or 
their partner's gun, that's not very realistic. 
Here's a rogue's gallery of rounds recovered from 
a standard nine-layer SILENT PARTNER insert un
der NILECJ test standards. (A more detailed report, 
covering the full range of rounds tested, comes with 
your armor.) 

Rem. 230 gr . .45 ACP FMC 
Velocity : 836 FPS 
No armor layers penetrated 

Rem. 250 gr . .45 Long Colt LRN 
Velocity : 770 FPS 
No layers penetrated 

Rem. 210 gr .. 41 Magnum LSWC 
Velocity : 994 FPS 
No layers penetrated 

Rem. 158 gr .. 357 Magnum 
Velocity: 1,151 FPS 
One layer penetrated 

Fed. 123 gr. 9mm Para. FMC 
Velocity: 1,069 FPS 
Three layers penetrated 

CCI 125 gr. 9mm Para. JHP 
Velocity: 1121 FPS 
No layers penetrated 

W/W 115 gr. 9mm Para. Silvertip 
Velocity: 1,190 FPS 

No layej rs penetrated r-f::fj: 
S&W 125 gr .. 38 Spl. Nyclad 
Velocity : 1,001 FPS 
No layers penetrated 

t-+-+-t-t--+ 
........ ....__.... ........ ..._ J 

WIW 40 gr . . 22 Magnum JHP 
Velocity: 1,210 FPS 
Two layers penetrated 
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CCI 32 gr .. 22 LR Stinger 
Velocity: 1,283 FPS 
Two layers penetrated 

SII .. l~N'l1 

I11\ll'l1Nl~ll~ 
Body Armor you can't afford to be without! 

FINALLY! Body armor so comfortable you can wear it all the 
time . . . so effective it exceeds the federal government's 
recommendation for standard police body armor . . . and so 
inexpensive our slogan is literally true -you can't afford to 
be without it. 

This is serious armor - the same style and weave of Zepel©
treated Kevlar© recommended by the federal report that set 
the national standard for police body armor. But there is 12.5% 
more armor, front and back, in your SILENT PARTNER than 
that report recommended! 

SILENT PARTNER's T-shirt design is unique. It's the first suc
cessful combination of a comfortable cotton garment and first
rate flexible armor. You put on your SILENT PARTNER like an 
ordinary T-shirt. Armor and all, it weighs just 1.5 pounds! 

And at this price, it's some of the cheapest li fe insurance you 
can buy! 

6 
' st•t•9s 
ONLYtJ tJ 

Four colors to choose from 

j 230 GR.. , 45 ACP FMJ 
.AT J FT, <SUt LEl STOf'Pf.0 
BY F lRST LAYER or Aft.f-l(}H) 

._________.I -
(JC) Jungle Camo (DC) Desert Camo (W) Undercover White (B) Ninja Black 
(Order your normal T-shi rt size) s (34-36) M (38-40) L (42-44) XL (46-48) 
(1) Complete units: 
fahlrl, lrontand back armor) 

@ $99.95 each Qty. $ 

Color(s) JC DC W B JC DC W B JC DC W B JC DC W B 

(2) Ext ra T-shirt Carrier(s) 
@ $22.95 each Qty. $ 

NAME 

Shipping and Handling $ 5.00 

STREET ADDRESS 6% Sales Tax {La. res. only) $ 

CITY/STATE 
TOTAL $ 

O Check' Mail to: 

SIGNATURE IZIP 
D C.O.D. Silent Partner, Inc. (CASH ONLY) 

O Money Order 
0 VISA 230 LAFAYETTE ST. 

CREDIT CARO No. EXPIRATION DATE GRETNA, LA 70053 

I I 
D Mastercard 
D Amex "Plus.uflow 3 wnb fot chect d urin( 

CREDIT CARD CUSTOMERS! Get expedited sh ipment on VISA, 
Mastercard and American Express card orders by calling our 24-hour 
toll-free number: 

1-800-328-3890, Ext. 6028 
(CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY, PLEASE) 

For dealer or technical information, phone (504) 366-4851 

SOLDIER Of FORTUNE 9 



2238 $14.95 7401 $10.00 5967 Spe~. ed . 8961 $15.95 8672 $14.95 9795$12.95 1115$12.95 8953$13.95 2246·Spec . ed . 9910 $16.95 0182 S15.95 
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1453 $12.95 

2147 S8.95 3665 S18.95 
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VALLE\' 
JOUtl . ...:" 

ULfECCllO : : .... i 

You 'll receive your ·4 books for 98¢ (plus shipping and 
handling) and your free WWII maps after your application for 
membership is accepted. We reserve the right to reject any 
application. However, once accepted as a member, if you 
are not satisfied, return the 4 books within 10 days at Club 
expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you 'll owe 
nothing . The free maps are yours to keep in any case. About 
every 4 weeks (14 times a y~ar). you'll receive, free, the 
Club's magazine describing the coming Selection(s) and 
Alternates. In addition , up to 4 times a year you may receive 
offers of special selections , always at discounts off pub
lishers' prices. If you want the featured Selection(s). do 
nothing; it will be shipped to you automatically. If you want 
an Alternate, or no book at all , indicate your preference on 
the order form and return it by the date specified . The date 
allows you 10 days to decide. If you receive an unwanted 
se lection because you had Jess than 10 days, return it at 
Club' expense and owe notliing. Once you 've purchased just 
4 books during your first 2 years of membership, you may 
continue to enjoy Club benefits or resign at any time. There 
is a shipping and handling charge on all books shipped 
The Military Book Club offers its own complete hardbound 
editions , sometimes altered in size to fit special presses, 
saving you even more. © Explicit sex, violence and/or language. 

123 

Club editions save you up to 30% off 
the publishers' list prices quoted . 

TWO FULL-COLOR 
24Y2"x19" WWII MAPS 
FREE With Membership 

,--------- -----, Military Book Club® 
~~~~:ll!i!J~!l~~~i 1

1 

Dept. ER-498, Garden City, N.Y. 11530 
1

1 

::: Please accept my application for membership in the Military 
I Book Club and send me the 4 books whose numbers I have I 
I 

printed in the boxes below. Bill me only 98a: plus shipping I 
-=:A~~Jil..:11!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!.-A"rniiruIT""T-;;::=:::=TT~~~~ and handling for the 4 books. I understand that I need buy 

2485 S12.95 · 0018 S19.95 

.0687$16.95 0190 S14.95 

9647 S14.95 8144 Spec. ed. 

only 4 more books at regular low Club prices during the first I 
2 years of my membership to complete my commitment. My 
membership will be subject to the terms and conditions I 
presented in this ad. Also send me 2 full-color WWII maps. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my I 
4 selections, I may return the books within 10 days at Club I 
expense. My membership will be cancelled and I will owe I 
nothing . The WWII maps are mine to keep in e.ny case. 

Mr. 
Ms. Mrs . _______ _ _ _______ _ _ _ 

(Please print) 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Address ____________ Apt. No.___ I 

-j~~Jllll City State __ Zip__ I 
Members accepled in the U.S.A . and Canada only. Canadian members will be I 

L ~ervice.'.'.._'.'.om C~d~'.'.:_ sl i ghl~iffere~ Canada . __ ~-M25~ _J 
3681 S14.95 1859 S17.95 
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KGB TODAY: The Hidden Hand. By 
John Barron. New York: Reader's 
Digest Press. 1983. 489 pp. $19.95. Re
view by Jay Mallin. 

BEFORE the Soviet invasion of Afgha
nistan, Moscow decided to assassin

ate the president of that country, Hafizul
lah Amin . Makhail Talebov , an officer of 
the KGB , entered Afghanistan posing as 
an Afghan chef. He obtained a job as a 
cook at the presidential palace . He had 
with him an odorless, colorless poison. 
Twice he dropped the poison in fruit juices 
ordered by Amin, but the attempts at 
assassination failed. Amin warily fi lled 
his glasses with juices from different con
tainers; he never took enough of the 
poison juices to harm himself seriously . 

Finally, the KGB tried another tactic. 
An assassination team, backed by Soviet 
commandos , was sent in to do the job, and 
the Afghan president was killed. 

The murder of a foreign leader was 
dramatic commentary on the ruthlessness 
of Soviet foreign policy. The killing was 
not merely an action of the KGB; it was 
the result of a decision by the ruling Soviet 
Politburo itself. John Barron comments in 
this book: 

''The spectacle of the most exalted 
leaders of the Soviet Union taking time 
from critical matters of state to plot mur
ders and petty forgeries, to fete and con
sort with itinerant spies , may strike for
eigners as odd, if not unseemly . Yet the 
intimate personal involvement of the lead
ership in such intrigues is the natural con
sequence of inordinate Soviet dependence 
upon clandestine action , a dependence in
extricably rooted in both past and contem
porary realities of the Soviet Union." 

Barron is a Reader's Digest senior edi
tor and former U.S . Navy intelligence 
officer. Drawing on his training as a jour
nalist and intelligence specialist, Barron 
researched his first book on the KGB over 
a decade ago. KGB Today brings the 
information up to date. 

The KGB is so much a part of the Soviet 
system that it is to a large extent the system 
itself. A rough equivalent in the United 
States would be if the FBI, CIA, Border 
Patrol and portions of the Army and Navy 
were combined under a single command. 
The KGB not only conducts espionage 
throughout the world, it also is the police 
instrument that keeps the Communist Par
ty in power in the Soviet Union itself. 

This book is primarily about the KGB 's 
foreign intelligence operations . Barron 
presents detai led accounts of the lives and 
work of three former agents, giving the 
reader an inside look into the intelligence 
organization , including discussions of 
specific KGB successes and failures. It 
provides a rare opportunity to learn about 
thi s ultrasecret spy system . 

For the KGB , the United States is , in 
Barron's words, " the main enemy ." Bar
ron writes about Soviet espionage in the 
United States , and particularly Russian 
efforts to steal American technology . 

(Russian espionage in the United States 
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IN 
REVIEW 

dates back at least to the U.S. Civi l War. 
Lincoln and the Russians by Albert A. 
Woldman, [Greenwood Press, Pub
lishers, Westport , Conn ., 1952) tells of 
the work of Edouard de Stoeckl , Russ ian 
charged' affaires in Washington: " .... 
He obtained information about Union 
Army enlistments from Gen. Halleck .... 
Even Secretary of War Stanton took the 
Russi an envoy into hi s confidence on 
occasion. He obtained plans of battles , 
fought and to be fought. He procured the 
designs and blueprints of the ironclad 
Monitor and sent them to St. Petersburg . 
He reported on secret maneuvers of feder
al troops and inferred that he knew more 
about the Confederate armies than Lincoln 
did . He saw , heard and reported on every
thing.") 

As the United States moves ever more 

rapidly into the high-tech age, the Sov iet 
Union desperately attempts to keep pace , 
and the only way it can do so is by theft of 
technology. In one case the KGB obtained 
from the United States all the elements 
needed to build an entire semi-conductor 
factory. By the time U.S. and West Ger
man customs officials cracked clown , at 
least 300 shipments of embargoed mat
erial s had been shipped th rough front 
companies set up by the KGB . (Need it be 
noted that one of the greatest espionage 
coups of modern times was the theft of the 
plans for the atomic bomb from the United 
States by agents of the Soviet Union?) 

The KGB is a "main enemy" of the 
United States , and the more we know a
bout it , the safer we will be . This book 
helps considerably.~ 
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LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME LYOU 
N "PROs" TEL 

TOP-FLIGHT GUW TO DO IT I GUIDE YOU ~VERY 
HAT TO DO, HO STEP OF THE WA . 

W You 'll see how to take apart and repai r almost every 

rt we revea\ 
1RS1 LESSO increase 

Ill yOU~ ~ balltSltcs thal ~~~maticallY 
a secre o accuracy so \Ll 6'E.G 
your hu01 '.;'5uR fRIEflOS:: 10 oo 11' 

well-known rifl e, shotgun, pistol and automatic. We 
take the mystery out of ballistics . Show you how to 
smooth up actions, fit and .repair stocks, rechoke 

shotguns, customize handguns. Includes 
bedding techniques, stock inletting, fitting 

· · ~~ sHOYI 1\IEHI \IO II scarcely 
YOU shoot with w~ y witness 

The men you eyes when t ~ shooting 
be\ieve the~~on a\\ Y imPro"~ave troubl e 
your sensa 'foU m3Y e\len ems \1\rn a 
accuratY \ yourself' ) It st your train · 
be\1ev1n& 1 t it's part 0 gun pro . 
miracle the ~eaY to becomin& a le app\1 
ing on do i t is the s1m~ormat10n 
1he way yo~evea\1 n & new ,~" exp\ained 
cation of ba1l1sttcs tha~erstand chart 
cancern10& le easy to un f rst \esson 
with a s1mP ~n 1es your i le of the 
that acco':f'P iust one ex~m:un secrets 
""d this is ns1de tips an au as you 
dozens ollt ~e re\lea\ed to ~1n& course 

As a "Gun Pro" trainee at North American 

drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black 
powder guns. How to buy and se ll new and 
used guns for profits. 

WE SHOW YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 
If you qualify otherwise, you may 

obtain a Federal License to buy and 
sell guns, ammunition and accessories 
without inventory . . . while you are 
still a student at North American. 

This means you can begin making ex
tra cash almost immediately - order
ing guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started to
ward a business of your own . .. if that 
is what you want. after you graduate. -~--=-=- 1 that WI gh thlS ex.Cl 

progress throu 

Everything Explained in 
Easy-to-Understand Language 
so Even a Beginner Can Follow 
E xplanali o n :-. inc lu de pholos, diagram s , 
draw ings and cha rt s . We send you all the · 
too ls you need so you ac tu a lly lea rn by doing 
as you follow the lessons . You receive cata logs . P 

bargain bu lletin :-. . requirements for Federnl . 
Fire arm s License. 

FIRST FOLD HERE 

You get prec1s1on ga uges, fine 
µ un smith's screwdrivers. h o ning 
!-i l o nes. chccken n g too ls. 

• plus much, much more. 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSINESS. Gun repa ir, custom ammo-making, 
sporteri zing, custom stocking , sales- a ll a re profit oppor

tunities for the expert. Now, a t home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you need to become that expert. We 

do not know how many of our gradua t es have started their 
own gun shops, but we have letter s on file from some 
who have . And we'll send you the results of a survey 

showing employment success of our graduates. 
Graduation fro m this course does not insure that 
you will get a job. To find out how our g r aduates 

have done, send for our job placement record. 
You g"et it a ll! H ow to buy a nd se ll guns . . . customize, 

repair a nd accurize them ... fit a n d finish s tocks ... do 
ha nd- loadi n g . . . zero-in scopes ... understand bal1istics 

... res tore antique firea rms ... use black powder 
weapons . . . im port gu ns .. . adjus t ch okes . .. and more. 

Because you s tudy at h ome, you ca n graduate in m on ths 
... or take u p to two year s. Your handsome Diploma will 
proclaim you as a " GUN PRO" when you proudly disp lay 

it in your own shop or at work . • FIRST FOLD HERE 
~----.----

~I NO POSTAGE NECESSARY when you 
ad 

GUN SALES 

GUN REPAIR. BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 

Gives you a good start toward going Into your 
own business or applying for a fob in a 
gun shop. 

and MUCH, MUCH MORE 

MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN 
There are more than 20 million hun ters plus 
more millions of target shooters, gun collectors and 
owners in the U.S. APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

Name Age __ _ 

Address 
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BULLETIN 
BOARD 
by Donna DuVall 

TELLING 
TIME .. . 

Soldier of Fortune scored its own 
intelligence coup in Grenada. Editor/ 
Publisher Robert K. Brown and Man
aging Editor Jim Graves "liberated" 
several important Grenadian docu
ments that clearly showed the interna
tional terrorist connection in Grenada. 

In fact, SOF's captured documents 
(primarily from the offices of Lt. Col. 
Ewart J. Layne, Dep. Sec. for Defense, 
and the Central Committee of the New 
Jewel Movement) were so interesting, 
Time Magazine flew a correspondent, 
Christopher Redman, to Boulder to ex
amine them. Time reported in its 14 
November issue: 

Additional documents were shown 
to Time by Soldier of Fortune, a Boul
der, Colo., monthly magazine that spe
cializes in military weapons and tac
tics; it said the papers had been over
looked by U.S. forces. The documents 
indicate that Grenada also had military 
agreements with Vietnam, Nicaragua 
and at least one Soviet-bloc country. A 
top-secret paper dated 18 May 1982, 
records a shipment of ammunition and 
explosives that arrived from Czechos
lovakia via Cuba. One document, 
signed last November by Nicaragua 's 
Vice Minister of Defense, provides for 

' .. ~ 
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the establishment of a course in Gre
nada to teach English-language mili
tary terminology to members of the 
Nicaraguan army. 

SOF has a full report on the captured 
documents in "The Grenada Papers" 
page 54. 

MISSIONARIES 
OR MERCENARIES? . .. 

When St. Mark charged the early 
Christians with going into all the world 
and preaching the Go'spel to every 
creature, he couldn't have envisioned 
modern-day missionaries using this 
network to distribute arms to terrorists. 
And when God-fear ing citizens in 
Dubuque give charitable - and tax
deductible - donations to the National 
Council of Churches, they probably 
don't expect that their alms could be 
used to buy arms and provide sanctu
ary for Marxist guerrillas. 

But that is often the case in Central 
America, according to several former 
"Christian soldiers" who testified be
fore Sen. Jeremiah Denton's Subcom
mittee on Security and Terrorism in 
October 1983. One of those testifying 
was former Sandinista official , Miguel 
Bolanos , who claimed that Moira 
Clark, one of four nuns slain last year in 

El Salvador, had provided Sandinista 
guerrillas with arms and refuge during 
their 1979 revolution against Somoza. 
Clark, a Central American ci rcuit rider 
of sorts, left Nicaragua after the Sandi
nista victory to work in El Salvador. 
Intelligence sources in El Salvador in
sist that she continued her ministry to 
the guerrillas of that country, which re
sulted in her death. 

Bolanos, who defected because of 
disillusionment with the Marxist junta, 
said Clark used to "hide guns, prop
aganda and all that, and the National 
Guard wouldn't suspect because she 
was a nun." He also claimed that the 
Sandinista intelligence agency, the 
SDSC (which is controlled by Cuban 
and Soviet advisers) , had infiltrated 
and gained control of the churches in 
Nicaragua. 

A former Guatemalan Marxist and 
Jesuit priest, Luis Pellecer, testified 
that he had received money from 
several religious and humanitarian 
groups which knew what the money 
was to be used for. Among his donors 
were the National Council of Chur
ches, the World Council of Churches 
and the Catholic Relief Fund of Cana
da. 

A DERHOLT HEADS 
I'"' AIR COMMANDOS . . . 

Brig . Gen. Heine Aderholt USAF 
(Ret.) , SOF's unconventional opera
tions editor, was elected president of 
the Air Commandos Association at 
their annual meeting held last October. 
Aderholt served in the military for 34 
years, 26 of them in unconventional 
warfare operations, including a tour as 
the Air Officer for MACVSOG in Viet
nam. He is now president of Air Inter
national Resources, Hong Kong. 
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U.S. Army troops, in Honduras as part 
of Big Pine II exercise, supervise 
distribution of food, medicine and 
clothing to Miskito Indians at refugee 
camp near Puerto Lempire, Honduras. 
Some 20,000 Miskitos have fled their 
Nicaraguan homeland because of 
Sandinistan atrocities against them. 
Photo: Rick Venable 

MARINES LOOKING FOR 
FEW GOOD GIRLS . .. 

The new Marine recruiting poster in 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., read: "Girls, Girls, 
Girls . .. Need 1,200 Bikini-Clad Girls." 
Although the recruiting mission was for 
the Marines, so to speak, it was not 
done by the USMC, who usually adver
tise for a few good men. 

The Marines have the good men, 
and they're stationed in Lebanon, said 
Helen O'Shea, whose son, Dale, is 
among them, to a Miami Herald repor
ter. And to show how appreciative Ft. 
Lauderdale is of the Marines in Leba
non, Mrs. O'Shea and friends ran a 
newspaper ad/recruiting poster to en
tice women to pose in cheesecake 
shots to be sent to the Marines in Leba
non. 

They didn't get 1,200 volunteers, but 
they did get 50 bikini-clad patriots, in
cluding one super-patriot who wasn't 
clad at all. 
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Three uniformed Marine reservists 
were on hand to assist in the recruiting. 
They didn't seem to mind the extra 
duty, but they did become flustered 
when one bathing beauty requested 
her pictures taken with the nice 
"sailors." 

BRITS TO LEAVE 
BELIZE? ... 

The Washington Times reports that 
Belize is alarmed over widespread 
rumors that British Prime Minister Mar
garet Thatcher is pushing for the re
moval of British troops from that coun
try by the end of 1984. Belize, one of 
the few peaceful countries in war-torn 
Central America, believes that its sta
bility comes from the presence of the 
1,800 British troops; without this pres
ence, leaders fear that Guatemala, 
when it settles its guerrilla problems, 
will invade. 

Belize, formerly British Honduras, 
gained independence from Great Brit
ain in September 1981 , and the British 
promised to stay "for an appropriate 
period of time." Belize interpreted this 
to mean until it and Guatemala could 
reach an amicable agreement or until 
an alternative defense arrangement 
could be made. 

One rumored defense alternative is 
for the United States to assume part of 
the responsibility for this Central Amer
ican " forgotten domino." In fact, 
heightened U.S. interest in this under
developed country of approximately 
150,000 residents is evident. The U.S. 
Embassy staff in Belize City has dou
blP.d since independence, and aid has 
increased from $5 million to $19 million 
in the past three years. 

But Belizeans are satisfied with cur
rent arrangements. British troops keep 
Guatemala honest and the economy 
humming. One bar owner in the capital 
city lamented: "If they were to leave, I 
would go out of business." 

~
~:A~tl~ 
UAtl~ ' \ 

. ~; 

AMBUSH BY 
COMMUN\51 
~tBtL'S? 

PERU PANS 
AMNESTY INTL. . .. 

The Peruvian Chamber of Deputies 
accused London-based Amnesty In
ternational of intentionally trying to 
"discredit the Western style of demo
cracy" and said that Al's claims of hu
man-rights violations in Peru were un
founded. To prove this, the Chamber 
invited journalists to come to Peru to 
see for themselves the "true condi
tions and put down this calumny. " 

Amnesty International claimed that 
the eight journalists killed last summer 
in the Peruvian Andes were killed by 
government order. However, evidence 
links the murders to Indian~ living in a 
remote Andean village reachable only 
by foot. The villagers killed the journal
ists because they mistook them for 
Shining Path guerrillas, who had re
cently attacked the village. 

MISKITO 
GENOCIDE ... 

In an interview with Free Press Inter
national, Miskito Indian leader, Stead
man Fagoth, charged that Cuban and 
Soviet advisers in Nicaragua have 
taken an "active hand" in Sandinista 
attempts to eradicate the Miskito, 
Sumo and Rama Indians from north
eastern Nicaragua. He charged that 
the Soviets and Cubans were 
"pushing" the Sandinistas toward Indi
an genocide to take over the "strategic 
location" of their homeland. 

During one week last October, 
according to Fagoth, Sandinista 
planes bombed four Miskito villages 
continuously until the residents either 
fled to the mountains or were dead. 
The four villages no longer exist. San
dinistas closed the Indian-occupied 
territory to journalists in 1980 so the 
claims could not be independently 
verified. 

NO ... 
(OK~RESSIONAL 

REBEL'3. 
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IWAS 
THERE 

The Sands 
of Vung-Tau 

by Murray Holley 

as told to M .L. Jones 

Murray Holley was in 'Nam in 1966, 
'67 and '68 as a Spec. 5 and staff sergeant. 
He served without injury (nearly died with 
the fever) in the 199th Light Infantry and 
IO/st Airborne, then rotated home, got 
out of the Army ' 'and stayed the hell out of 
it. " As he tells it: 

AFTER some 20 days on a convoy of 
ft troopships, the men of the I 99th Light 
Infantry Brigade (Sep.) were tired , sweat
soaked, irritable and downright apprehen
sive . During the night we had stopped 
somewhere off the coast of South Vietnam. 
It was a time of reflection, of consternation, 
of fear and hollow bravery; we had been 
informed that the brigade was to assault the 
beaches of the Mekong Delta area at dawn 

the following morning. 
The I 99th Light Infantry Brigade was 

formed in the summer of 1966 at Ft. Ben
ning, Ga. Levies had been put out in Europe 
for most of the officers and cadre . The 
majority of the enlisted troops had come 
from the Airborne School (myself included) 
and various other units in and around Ft. 
Benning . 

Of course, when the levies for senior 
NCOs and officers hit the various units , you 
can imagine that every commanding officer 
saw a chance to get rid of all Section-Eight 
psycho-cases, malcontents, malingerers, 
A WOLs, article l 5s and misfits he could 
c lean out of his unit. There must have been a 
hellu va lot of smi ling commanders in 
Europe during November 1966, as our troop 
convoy lay off Vietnam. 

As a demolitions specialist , I had been 
leaving the Airborne School at the wrong 
time and was pulled into this conglomera
tion with about 900 other airborne troops . 
We didn ' t like the assignment to the "leg" 
unit because we'd been told there would be 
no requests for transfer - and no jump pay . 

Looking at the first full parade of the 
I 99th was like looking at the casting call for 
a Mel Brooks movie. My greatest fear in 
those early days was of my getting blown 
away by one of these Barney Phyffe-types 
by accident. Months later, in ' Nam, I disco
vered that my fears were well-grounded: 
One of our sergeants lost both hands trying 
to disarm his own booby trap. 

Anyhow, it was a musky, sleepless night 
as we anticipated the raging hell that sure ly 

lay in wait for us on the beach at dawn . Guys 
were swearing holy oaths to each other that 
the survivor would protect the other's wife 
and family, some were writing wills, some 
were vomiting, and three crusty old NCOs 
were getting roaring drunk on a liter of sake 
they had stashed. I spent most of the night 
on deck looking for any sign of activity on 
the beach, which was shrouded in fog. 

About 0300, we started getting our equip
ment ready. Issue of real, live ammo told us 
somebody was serious - this wasn' t a trip 
to the PX . Somewhere around 0500 we 
were locked and loaded, heading down the 
ladders and nets into the bobbing landing 
craft. A priest was feeding wafers to a bunch 
of kneeling soldiers on the fantail and I was 
getting a real nervous fee ling about this 
whole damned affair. 

We were low in the landing craft: No one 
could see over the gunwales and no one 
knew what the hell was happening . The 
Sands of l wo Jima and a few other John 
Wayne classics flashed through my mind as 
I saw the dawn sun. Puke and tears were 
everywhere as we sensed the boats slowing 
up for the beach . The ramp started down, 
everyone grabbed their M I 6s and tensed for 
the run . 

As we hit the beach, a full-dress Army 
band struck up a tune, TV cameras went into 
action, and two Vietnamese kids ran up to 
us to sell us Cokes. We had just made a 
full-scale sea-borne assault on Yung-Tau, 
the main R&R center in country . 

It sti ll blows my mind every time I recall 
that this was the way it was. ~ 

A STEP AHEAD . .. the ultimate outdoor shoe! 
A top quality shoe for style and comfort around town or in the field. 

The special "Lateral Traction Soft Sole" is made for 
rough terrain and hiking. CAMO'" is extremely 
quiet for stalking-excellent for archers. The full 
arch support provides comfort and support. 

The CAMO'" comes in both High Top and Low Top. 
The fastener on the Low Top is a unique, unbreakable, 
Velcro strip. The High Top is constructed to give 
complete ankle support. 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

• 51 % leather 
• 49% nylon 
• 100% washable 

..._ 
Please ~nd1me: 
__ bow T ops __ size, Color at $31.95 each 
__ High Tops _ _ size, Color at $44.95 each 
SIZES AVAILABLE: Ful l Sizes 2-1 2; Half Sizes 6V.- 11 V2 

• Lateral traction "soft sole" 
Similar to an orthopedic 
"comfort heel" 

O I have enclosed check or money order for $31 .95 for each pair of low tops and $44.95foreach pai r of 
high tops, plus 5% tax (Tex res. only) and $2.50 per pair for shipping and handling. 

• Water repellent 
• Brown or Green Garno 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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0 Charge to my 0 VISA 0 MC 0 MC Interbank# Exp. date __ _ 

Card # Signature ------------- -
VISA & MC Call 1-800-231-0862/Texas Res. Call Collect (713) 988-0004 

Send to: SPARE TIME SPORTS, 10500 Forum Place Dr., #1 44, Hous., Tx. 77036 

FEBRUARY 84 



Only Way Left For 
LiHle Guy l'o Get Rich 

Here Is the Uncensored Message My Wife Asked Me Not to Write 

I love my wife. And I understand why she 
\1·ants me to keep my mouth shut. She just 
\rants to protect me from the IRS. 

But I can't be quiet any longer. I'm angry. 
\Ve are really getting jerked around. And I'm 
tired of it. 

The government says one thing. Then does 
tl1e opposite. Especially Reagan. And I even 
voted for him. One of my biggest mistakes. 

First tl1e feds talk tax cuts. Then they pass 
tl1e biggest tax increase in history. Who are 
they kidding' 

Average taxpayers. you and I. are getting 
screwed . 

The new law doesn't bother tl1e rich fat cats 
much . They .still have loopholes galore. Let's 
face it. They always will. 

But recently I ran across a workable angle. 
It's cheap. And it's legal. It's meant for the rich. 
But it's pe1iect for us little guys. You don't need 
any money. And we can get the same breaks 
the rich gel. 

I can hardly believe it. Catch this. I formed 
a corporation. Of my own. For peanuts. 

It's my way of fighting back. 
Now I have a smaLI. one-man corporation. 

I operate out of my apartment. My work? I'm 
a commercial designer. Freelance. Brochures. 
fliers-stuff like that. On my income. I didn't 
think I could save much. But I'm paying almost 
zero taxes. And it's legit. Just like the fat cats 
do it. I have no guilt. Uncle Sam already gets 
plenty. Too much from aLI of us. 

One tl1ing the feds didn 't bother much un
der the new tax laws-corporate tax gcxxlies. 
Guess they figured right. Burden business too 
much. Result? No jobs for anylxxly. Including 
tl1em. Not to worry. They know better. 

From a buddy, I heard about this unusual 
book. It's called How to Form Your Own 
Corporation Without a Lawyer for Under 
$50, by Ted Nicholas. Damnedest book I've 
seen. Has the forms right in it. Pages are per
forated. You just fiU in some blanks and 1ip 'em 
out and mail them in. A couple of days later 
you've got a corporation. No wonder it's a best 
seLier. (They teLI me over 650,000 copies have 
been sold.) 

No need to bring in other people . You can 
be President, Vice President, Secretary, Trea
surer all by yourself. Just like me. 

You know, lawyers charge $300 to $2, 500 
for incorporation. Talk about rip offs! And their 
secretary fiUs in the form-a single page witl1 
two blanks. Now you don't need a lawyer. And 
tl1ere is no hassle at all. It's simple. No wonder 
lawyers like you to think everything is so 
complicated. 

You don't have to employ anyone either. 
Just by your lonesome. And I always thought 
corporations had to have lots of employees. 

Oh weLI . Now I know. 
Let me teLI you something. I'm a skeptic. I 

like to shop by mail. But I've been ripped off 
in mail order. So, before I sent my check, I 
cl1ecked out the company. Ca.Lied consumer 
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and business bureaus. And the Chamber of 
Commerce. Found out publisher has a good 
record. And the book is guaranteed. So, what 
the heU. I spend that much on a few beers. 
That's how come I ordered it. 

Damned if it didn't come in a couple of 
weeks . 

I expected a shlod.-y-type mail order book. 
What a shC':k. Instead the book was type
set. Has a silver cover. And it's big. 81/ 2 x 11. 

I've had it for only tlu·ee months. Already 
I've given myself all kinds of fringe benefits. 
Kind employer I am! Put in a medical reim
bursement plan. A one-page forn1 did it. Makes 
all my doctor. dentist and medical bills tax 
deductible- for me. my wife and my kids. 

Now. my wife has been seeing a slu·ink. 
Guess living witl1 me is no picnic. We deducted 
over $600 in the last two months alone. Also 
just got myself new teetl1. Caps. I should say. 
Cost me $2. 500. My son's braces figure to cost 
$2.000 next year. I can deduct it. Right off the 
top. And my wife and I are into special vita
nuns. Heavy. Those pills cost over 400 bucks. 
Couldn't get into tl1em before because of cost. 
Tax-<leductible now. Imagine this too. Right off 
tl1e top! 

Savings have bPen scarce for me. I have a 
heLiuva tin1e saving bread anyway. But, with 
tl1is little corporation. I'm really socking it 
away. How' First, I tax deduct any cash I don't 
need. A corporation makes this easy to do. And 
then I invest it. Interest 8nd dividends are com
pletely tax-free. Until I retire. In the meantime, 
I can even borrow the money back. So I don 't 
lose the use of it like in an IRA or Keogh. 
This gimmick is called a Pension/Profit Sharing 
Plan. Again. I just filled in a couple of blanks 
on a standard forn1. 

Now. I'm no financial genius. But I'll teLI you 
this. I'LI be a fat cat myself soon at this rate. 
It may not be as bad as I thought. Incorporation 

is tl1e only way left. Now little guys like ·me 
have a shot at the big money. 

This little corporation even covers my rear 
end. I could get sued. Everylxxly likes to sue 
these days. Something for nothing. And some 
judge nught not like me. But you know what? 
The only thing anyone can get is what's in my 
little corporation. Big deal . A drafting table. A 
desk. And a little paper. Nolxxly can touch the 
real bucks. My home. cash. cars-even benefit 
plan monies are protected. 

Maybe you've got some little business deal 
going. Or maybe you can get something started. 
Even a part-time business. This book can help. 
It can make the difference between just making 
it or operating just like the big boys. Even 
better. since you don 't have their expenses. 

For a real shot at big bucks. isn't it time 
you looked into incorporation' 

It worked for me. So well tl1at I wrote a 
fan letter to the company. They asked me to 
write tl1is message. In my own words. But I did 
ask them not to p1int my name. \.\Ibo knows' 
Maybe my wife is right. You can't be too care
ful. The IRS might want to hassle me. Even 
though everything is 100% legal. They may not 
like my message. 

If you order now, the publisher will throw in 
a free bonus. A report called The Income Plan. 
Worth 10 bucks by itself. Shows you how to 
tum most jobs into a corporation. Outlines how 
to operate as an independent contractor instead 
of an employee. You can increase take home 
pay up to 40%. Taxes will no longer be witl1-
held before you get your hands on the money. 

Here is how to get your copy of How to 
Form Your Own Corporation Without a 
Lawyer for Under $50. And remember. Get 
the book. Look it over for 30 days. It will give 
you ideas. Lots of them. lf you don't want to 
keep it for any reason, return it for a full refund. 
And keep your bonus. No questions asked. 

r------------------------------, 
Please rush me a copy of How to Form Your Own Corporation Without a 

Lawyer for Under $50, by Ted Nicholas, at $14. 95. I have up to 30 days to look it 
over. If, for any reason, I don't feel it's for me, I can return it for a fast refund. And the 
bonus Income Plan is mine to keep, regardless. 
0 Enclosed is my check. Charge to my credit card: D American Express 
0 Master Charge 0 Visa 0 Diners Club 0 Carte Blanche 

Card Number _____________ Exp. Date _______ _ 

Signature --------- - ----------------

Name ___________________________ _ 

M~ I 
I 

City State Zip I 

e Sendto: I 
~~ Enterprise Publishing, Inc., 725 Market Street, Dept. SX-42C I 

t1f Wilmington, Delaware 19801 I 
L ©Enterprise Publ1sh1ng Inc MCMLXXX lll Cll 72 .J 
------------------------------
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PRPELLEX(J) The very best military surplus, 
• ~coRPoRAT10N outdoor clothing & action equipment 

A Law Enforcement Military Gun Cases. 
A great, practical way to store or carry 

your weapons. The water repellent , mildew 
resistant, heavy-duty canvas covering and 
the non-lint corduroy lining will provide years 
of trouble free service. There is a tough nylon 
zipper on the pocket and along the full 
closure. It also has a 2" nylon web handle 
for easy carrying. Available in 0.D. Green, 
Camouflage and Black. Specify color. 

M-16, AR-15 w/scope, H & K 91193, FN/FAL, 
BM62 will hold up to 6 clips. Length-42". 

Order No. 1805 $27 .95 
Mini-14, M-1 Carbine, 
Remington 870, Hi-Standard 8111-8113 will 
hold up to 6 clips. Length-42". 
Order No. 1808 

C U.S. Army Mechanics Tool Bag: When it 
comes to convenience this tool bag is 

hard to beat. It is 6"' x 12" x 7" so it will hold all 
the tools you need. Each side has flapped 
side pockets that are compartmentalized to 
keep things organized. It also has a strong 
reinforced bottom for protection and to help 
keep its shape. Made of 0.D. canvas with a 
heavy-duty zipper closure. 
Order No. 2803CO $18.95 

D Genuine Vietnam Jungle Hats. This 
rugged , yet comfortable· hat, the same as 

worn by our troops in Vietnam, is perfect for 
hunting, fishing or any outdoor activity. It is 
made of water repellant 50% cotton and 50% 
nylon, is vented for cooling and has an extra 
wide brim with a bandelero hat band. Sizes : 
Small (7) , Medium (7V• ). Large (7'h) and Ex
tra Large (73/•). 
Order No. 0127WO Woodland Garno. $9.95 
Order No. 0127GO O.D. Green $9.95 
Order No. 0127DO Day Desert $9.95 

E Mag-Lite Ftashllles. The new Mag-Lite 
is used by anyone who requires a strong 

reliable flashlight. Constructed of high 
strength, corrosion resistant, thickwalled air
craft aluminum. The anodized exterior sur
faces are abrasion and glare-resistant. Fully 
adjustable light beam: from concentrated 
beam to fu ll flood with just a twist of the wrist. 
Features a waterproof , rugged push-button 
switch. This flashlite is shockproof, water
proof and corrosion-resistant, slip and glare 
resistant. It comes with a protected spare bulb . 
Order No. Size Price 
320101 2-Cell Standard D-Cell $19.95 
320102 3-Cell Standard D-Cell $21.95 
320103 4-Cell Standard D-Cell $22.95 
320104 5-Cell Standard D-Cell $23.95 
320105 6-Cell Standard D-Cell $24.95 

F: The Chapman Gun Screwdriver Kit. 
Designed specifically for the gunsmith, 

shooter, sportsman, and hobbyist. Packaged 
in a pocket sized (4 1fl ' x 6") vinyl covered 
case, this handy set has 14 interchangeable 
screwdriver sizes and types. That means you 
will always have the proper tool when you 
need it. Conta ins: I -extension, I -Chapman 
mi<lge\ ta\cl"le\, \-sctewdtiver handle, 
12-slotted head adapters, 2-Phillips head 
adapters, 1-Allen hex type adapter. 

Order No. 
240400 
$19.95 

F 
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B Mlnl-14 Pistol Grip Stock. This stock is 
made of Fiberglass-reinforced DuPont 

Zytel" ST-801 toughest plastic made, it is the 
same material used for Military rifles. This 
stock has an offhand shooting notch and a 1" 
rubber recoil pad to improve the stock length. 
Fits 181 , 182 and later models. 
Order No. 400200 $49.95 

:'~ 

G Bush Jacket. Styled alter the U.S.A.F. 
jacket; a favorite of sportsmen every

where. It has long sleeves with button cuffs, 
two placket and two pleated fron1 pockets with 
flaps, bell , extra long cut and banded collar. It 
is made of 100%, 8.5 ounce fine cotton twill . 
Sizes: Small (34" - 36"), Medium (38" - 40"), 
Large (42"' - 44"). Extra Large (46"). 
Order No. 031600 $34.95 

H U.S. Military Fatigues. Latest issue. Heavy-duty blend of 50% cotton/50% nylon with special 
reinforcement in elbows, seat and knees. Jacket has four large cargo pockets. Trousers have 2 

slash pockets. 2 rear pockets, 2 large cargo pockets on legs. Will give long wear and take plenty of 
abuse. Jacket available in sizes Small (33" -37"), Medium (37"- 41"). Large (41 '" - 45"'). Extra Large 
(45"' - up) . Trousers avai lable in following waist sizes Small (27"-31 "). Medium (31"' -35"), Large 
(35" - 39"'), Extra Large (39"' - 43"'). All trousers have a 34"' inseam which is adjustable by blousing. 
Available in Woodland Camouflage, U.S.M.C. Recon Tiger Stripe (50% cotton/50% polyester) and 
Day Desert. Specify size and color when ordering. 
Order No. 0141 Jacket $29.95 Order No. 0142 Trousers S29.95 

G.I. M-65 Field Jacket. The very latest 
U.S. Army issue field jacket made of 50% 

nylon and 50% cotton with the unique Quar
pel water repellency. Features a zip-in hood. 
heavy-duty fron t zipper plus snap closures, 
drawstrings at both the waist and bottom of 
the jacket-plus extra room in the shoulders 
for complete freedom of movement. Available 
in O.D. Green and Woodland Camouflage. 
Sizes: Small (33" - 37") , Medium (37" - 41 "), 
Large (41 " - 45"), Extra Large (45" - up). 
Order No. 0107GO O.D. Green $49.95 
Order No. 0107WO Woodland Garno. $49.95 

G.I. M-65 Jacket Liner. Cold weather liner 
that turns the M-65 into an all weather jacket. 
Sizes: Small (33" - 37"), Medium (37" - 41 "), 
Large (41 " - 45"), Extra Large (45" - up) . 
Order No. 0107AO $16.95 

J U.S.A.F. L-20 Flight Jacket. Offi cial Air 
Force Lightz9ne (Lightweight issue) . 

Sage Green with International Orange lining. 
100% polyester with knit collar, cults and 
waistband. Two inner and two outer pockets 
plus zipper cigarette pocket on lett sleeve. 
Sizes : Small (31"' -37") , Medium (37"-41 "). 
Large (41 " - 45"). X-Large (45" - up). 
Order No. 012900 Reg. $49.95 Sale $34.95 

U.S.A.F. MA-1 Flyer's Jacket. Same as L2-B 
but with 100% polyester batting lining for 
warmth in all but coldest weather. No 
epaulets. Sage Green-Orange lining . Sizes: 
S. M, L, XL. 
Order No. 0134GO Reg. $49.95 Sale S34.95 

K Mini-14•• Pouch Set. Nylon mag pouch 
with 3-30 rd . clips for the Mini-14. 

Order No. M14S $39.95 

L U.S.M.C. Shooting Jacket. The famou8 
Marine Corps Shooting Jacket is available 

once again . Available in Woodland Camou
flage 50% cotton/50% nylon or 100% cotton 
O.D. Green. Features a full shoulder recoil 
pad, a full pad on the right arm and an elbow 
pad on both arms. The back is gussetted at 
the shoulder for full arm movement. It also 
has a breast pocket with flap. Sizes: Small 
(33" - 37"). Medium (37" - 41 "'), Large (41 "' 
45"'), Extra Large (45" - up). 
Order No. 0133GO 0.D. Green 
Order No. 0133WO Camouflage 

$29.95 
$29.95 

K AR-15/M-16 Pouch Set.'3AR-15/M-16 
30 round clips and nylon mag pouch. 

Order No. M16S S24.95 N .45 Auto Clip Pouch. G.I. pouch with 2 
G.I. .45 clips . 

Order No. 452M $11.95 
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For Fast Delivery-Credit Card Orders. 

CATALOG SPECIALS Buy direct and save! 
Mastercard and Visa only. 

Call Toll Free 
1-800-323-3233 

A W.W.I Mark I Trench Knife. An exact 
reproduction of the famous World War I 

trench knife. It has the ""Knuckle Buster"" grip, 
a double edged 6" polished blade and a solid 
brass handle. This is truly a collectors item. 
Overall length 11 ". 

OrderNo.171910 

B 8-Shot Tear Gas Revolver. Fires B· .22 
caliber tear gas cartridges or blanks in 

seconds. 
Order No. 260110 Blue S 9.95 
Order No. 260120 Chrome $10.95 

C .22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic. An au
thentically styled automatic pistol using a 

seven shot clip. Heavy-duty metal with check
ered grips. Compact and very concealable. 
Fires 7-.22 caliber tear gas or blank cartridges 
as fast as you can pull the trigger. 
Order No. 260510 Blue 
Order No. 260520 Chrome 

.22 Cal. Tear Gas Cartridges. (10) 
Order No. 260202 
.22 Cal. Extra-Loud Blanks. (100) 
Order No. 260204 

$10.95 
$11.95 

s 2.95 

s 3.95 

D Pachmayr Stainless Steel .45 Maga
zine. This ls the most precisely man

ufactured·, fastest action clip you 'll ever own. 
has a custom rounded follower and comes 
complete with combat bumper. 

OrderNo. 193110 $1 9.95 
New Genuine G.I. .45 Automatic Magazine. 
Order No. 192000 S 6.95 
Browning H_i-Power 9mm Magazine 13-shot 

OrderNo.191620 $15.00 

AR-15/M-16. 30-shot Magazine. 
Order No. 191220 s 7.95 

AR-15/M-16/AR-18/AR-180 40-shot Magazine 
OrderNo.191420 $24.95 

Ruger" Mini-14" 20-shot Magazine. Blue 
Order No. 190720 S 9.95 

Ruger Mini-14" . 30-shot Magazine. Blue 
Order No. 190820 S12.9:; 
Ruge Mini-14®. 40-shot Magazine. Blue 
Order No. 191020 $24.95 

Ruger"' Mini-14'". 20-shot Magazine. Nickel 
Order No. 190840 $12.95 

Ruger~ Mini-14"'. 30-shot Magazine. Nickel 
OrderNo.190940 $14.95 

Ruger~ Mini-14®. 40-shot Magazine. Nickel 
Order No. 191040 $29.95 

M-1Carbine.30-shot Magazine. Blue steel. 
Order No. 190420 S 5.00 

Uzi 9mm. 32-shot MagazinP.. 
Order No. 192620 

Condor 10/22 25-shot Magazine. 
Order No. 192720 
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$14.95 

$24.95 

Illinois , Alaska, Hawaii: 1·312-766-1150 

A G The Black Book Of Dirty Tricks. 
" Improvised Munitions Handbook" is the 

most sought after, here-to-fore impossible to 
obtain Army Manual. Includes reveal ing 
chapters on: Improvised Explosives and 

Propellants ; Mines & Grenades ; 
Small Arms Weapons & I 
Ammo; Mortars & Rockets: 
Incendiary Devices; Fuses ; I 
Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. 
Plus how to manufacture I 
Rodet Launchers, Pistols , 
Shotguns, and Recoil-'less 
Rifles from easy to obtain 
materials !New edition! 
Order No. BB $10.00 

.... -:-
G 

Folding Trench Knife. The 311.1" stain
less steel blade folds conveniently into 

the unique knuckle handle lor protection 
and safely. The 5" steel handle also has 
a decorative inset. Overall length B'k ". 

.... 

Order No. 172010 Reg. $19.95 Sale $9.95 

Little Black Box. Warning this device is 
not to be used for surveillance! Auto

matically starts recorder when telephone is 
picked up ... Records entire conversation on 
both sides . .. Then automatically ~tops re-
corder when phone is hung up' It can be 
attached anywhere along the line and plugs 
into ANY recorder and causes absolutely 
no interterence or noise on the phone. 
M INIATURE! Only 1" x 2" x 3". 

Alligator clip hook-up 
Qrder No. 310101 Reg. $29.95 Sale $24.95 
Modular plug-in hook-up 
Order No. 310102 Reg. $29.95 Sale $24.95 

J Lifeknife Commando. The besl survival 
knife there is at any price. Razor-sharp 

blade constructed from 440C stainless steel 
heat treated to RH57-58. Aircraft a!uminum 
hollow handle is waterproof and contains: 
NAT.O. wire saw; lifeboat matches; survival 
fish hooks; assorted split shot and 20 ft . of 1 O 
lb. test line: 6 ft. snare/utility wi re ; needles/ 
sutures: water purification tabs. Comes with 
black leather belt sheath , thongs and sharp
ening stone. There is a jeweled compass 
bui lt into the cap. 
Order No. 1722SO $49.95 

. ' " ' & . fl . '" " - ,......_ 
K Phaser Tear Gas Cannister. Using an ul

-cm• -~ tr a-high emission fire extinguisher valve, 

• ·( -~ w -.. - ~ - "' ... 
·liiiii • •) . . , 

II] K 

this protective cannister will project a tear gas 
spray up to 20 feet in an ever widening path. 
Renders an assailant instantly helpless caus
ing a burning sensation to eyes. nose and 
throat. Special safety clip prevents accidents 
yet allows immediate usage. 

Order No. 261200 $19.95 

L Mitchell 50-rd. Magazine for 10/22 Rifle. 
This magazine is manufactured to rigid 

standards for easy loading , reliable function
ing and durability. 

Order No. 193000 $29.95 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 
Brand New. Riot Guri Pistol Grip Kit. 
The ul timate in firepower and shortness. 

Ordering information! To order by mail , use coupon or separate sheet. Mail payment or 
credit card information . For questions or information call 1-312-766-1150. To order by 
phone use Mastercard or Visa. Call 1-800-323-3233. Have all information ready. 

Used extensively by Federal Jaw enforcement 
officers. Easy to install. Take off buttstock and 
replace with our pistol grip. 

Order No. Shotgun 
201701 Remington 870 
201703 Winchester 1200 
201704 Mossberg Pump 
201707 Ithaca 37 $30.00 

F Parellex'T-Shirt. Men's sizes S, M. L. XL 
Order No. 160150 $6.95 

r-----------------------, PRPELLEX(f) DEPT. 402, 1285 MARK STREET, 
-~CORPORATION BENSENVILLE, IL 60106 

QTY. NUMBER OESCAIPTION/SIZE/COLOA 

CATALOG $1 .00 SUB 
FREE WITH ORDER 0 SEND CATALOG TOTAL 
0 CHECK ENCLOSED 0 MONEY ORDER SHIPPING 
CHARGE MY: 0 MASTERCARD 0 VISA HANDLING 

TAX 
JHinois Residents Include 5.25% Sales Tax TOTAL 

EXP.DATE:~-------

PRICE 

$3.50 

NAME-----------------------~ 

ADDRESS PHONE - ---

I CITY STATE __ ZIP __ _ 

L-----------------------~ 
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I T has been said that nearly 70 percent of 
. the estimated 250,000 Russian casual

ties suffered during their invasion of Fin
land were the result of the Suomi sub
machine gun. It's possible . The Soviets 
were impressed: The PPD 1934/38 and 
PPSh 41 submachine guns were based 
upon the Schmeisser MP-28II and the ear
ly Suomi design . Using these weapons 
during WWII, the Russians brought the 
submacqine-gun concept to its zenith . 

The Model 1926 Suomi (this is the Fin
nish word for Finland) submachine gun 
was dev~loped by the well-known Finnish 
designer, Aimo Johannes Lahti. This un
usual weapon (chambered for the 7. 65mm 
Parabellum cartridge) had a unique buffer 
assembly which allowed adjustment of the 
cyclic rate, a non-reciprocating retracting 
handle, a floating firing pin and a compli
cated trigger and selector mechanism. 
While all this - for its day - was more 
than ~ little remarkable, it proved to be 
entirely too complex and few were made 
before Lahti moved on to the much simpli
fied Model 1931 in caliber 9mm Parabel
lum. 

The Model 1931 Suomi was manufac
tured in Finland at the Oy Tikkakoski Ab 
arsenal and under license by Hispano 
Suiza in Switzerland, Madsen in Denmark 
and Husqvama in Sweden. This model 
and the subsequent Swedish Model 37/39 
Suorni were adopted and used by Finland, 
Sweden, Norway, Switzerland, Indone
sia, Egypt and numerous Latin American 
countries. It performed well in the Spanish 
Civil War, for the Finns in WWII and 
untold numbers of killing games south of 
the U.S. border. During the Chaco War 
between Bolivia and Paraguay (1932-35) , 
the Suomi undoubtedly accounted for 
many of the 100,000 lives which were lost 
in that small footnote to humanity's ever
lasting insanity of territorial 'imperative. 

As major features, only the barrel reten
tion system <!-nd non-reciprocating operat
ing handle of the earlier gun remained on 
the Model 1931 Suomi . The Suomi barrel 
is held in place by the barrel jacket, which 
is easily removed by rotating its catch 
lever 90 degrees on the right side. Then 
just t'!Vist the barrel jacket 45 degrees 
counterclockwise and pull forward to re
move the barrel from the receiver. Re
moval of the bolt and recoil spring is 
accomplished by unscrewing the knurled 
end cap while the retracting handle is held 
rearward. 

The Model 1931 bolt was reduced in 
diameter and a fixed firing pin press-fit 
into its face . The selector lever was relo
cated to the front of the trigger guard. 
When pushed to the rear ("safe") posi
tion, the polt remains locked in the open or 
closed position. The lever 's middle posi
tion results in semiautomatic fire, while 
completely forward is full-auto. In full
auto the entire sear assembly remains dis
engaged from the bolt. During semiauto
matic operation, continued pressure on the 
trigger after sear release pushes a platform 
under the sear lever, causing it to rock 
backward and separate from the sear pro-
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FULL AUTO 

Perhaps the best of the earliest: author's 
Swedish Suomi 37/39. Photo: Peter G. 
Kokalis 

jection, freeing the sear to rise up again 
and block the bolt' s forward travel. 

The Swedish Model 37 /39 was a further 
refinement of the Suorni system. The bar
rel was cut back from 12.5 inches to 8.25 
inches . An enlarged "winter" trigger 
guard was incorporated. The rear sights 
were changed from the original tangent 
type, adjustable from 100 to 500 meters , 
to a U-notch flip-type, adjustable for 100, 
200 and 300 meters. The cocking handle 
was given a hooked shape rather than the 
large knob used previously. The stock was 
beefed up considerably behind the receiv
er body (an area of weakness on the Fin
nish Model 1931) , which destroyed any 
aesthetic pretense there may have been. 
The 37/39 certainly has the most grotes
que-looking stock ever fitted to a sub
machine gun. 

Over the years quite an assortment of 
magazines was produced for the Suomi 
submachine guns. Drum magazines of 
both 40- and 71-round capacity were 
widely employed . The 71-round drums of 
the Soviet PPD 1934/38 and PPSh 41 
SMGs are patterned directly after those of 
the Suomi . A simple 20-round staggered 
box magazine was also produced. Most 
unusual was the Swedish 50-round box 
magazine . Fabricated from stamped-steel 
pressings , this single-position feed, stag
gered-column magazine consisted of two 

Suomi: The 

separate compartments containing 25 
rounds each. Guides on the interior maga
zine walls regulated the alternate feeding 
from each compartment . While innova
tive, it was almost impossible to load 
without a tool and was prone to frequent 
stoppages. It was eventually replaced by 
the well-designed, effective 36-round box 
magazine used on the Carl Gustaf Model 
45 (the " Swedish K" ). 

The Finnish Model 1931 Suomi weighs 
10.34 pounds empty. The shorter Swedish 
Model 37/39 weighs 8.75 pounds empty. 
Both are far too heavy by today's stan
dards, but, as a consequence, highly con
trollable in the full-auto mode. And this is 
in spite of a fairly high cyclic rate of 900 
rpm. The Suomi is capable of smaller 
burst dispersion than any submachine gun 
ever made. Its sight settings of 300 and 
500 meters are not really flippant: Rather 
surprising results can be achieved at these 
ranges . 

Well-designed, beautifu.lly executed , 
strong and reliable, the Suomi was one of 
the very best of the early submachine 
guns. It provided a standard of excellence 
that was rarely surpassed , even to this day . 
A limited number of Swedish Model 37/ 
39 Suomi submachine guns are available 
from Arrnex International (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 252, Broderick, CA 95605) to 
law enforcement agencies and qualified 
Class 3 dealers . The specimen I received 
was in almost new condition . It came out 
of Guatemala and carries no Husqvarna 
arsenal markings. Ah , the games people 
play - especially the arms merchants.~ 
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Comin' at you 
STRONG' 
ASSAULT 
5Y5TEm5 

They're strong ... stronger than leather, yet allow guns 
to breathe. Lightweight and flexible too . . . for utmost 
comfort . Washable- no mildew. Hook & Loop closures 
for weapon security and easy access. Black only, 
with military spec. hardware. When ordering , specify 
weapon and whether right or left-handecl. 

WBB Web Belt with Fastex buckle, black. . .. $16.75 
MP Dual Mag. Pouch-specify .45 or 9mm .... $10.00 
MPU-holds 2 Speed Lo<1ders or' Handcuffs ... $10.00 

Concealable Shoulder Holster (Top~ Fits most any gun. 
Elastic back s1rap allows free movement of right ann. Fully 
adj~ble 1 V4" 'nylon web hameSS. SHC .... $40. 
Miiitary Shoulder Holster (Bollom). Constructed of 5 
layers ballistic nylon. Sewn in sight channel. Fully ad
justable 1V4" nylon web harness. HN45B for autos $35; 
HN45BR for revolvers $35; HN45Bl for 6" BBL $40. 
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Spacious. lightweight. pad
ded. Made of strong. 11 oz. 
waterproofed Du.Pont Cor
dura Nylon in black or cam
ouflage. Webbing on each 
side to mount holster. mag. 
pouch, canteen, etc. Re
movable nylon web belt 
with Fastex buckle. 
BP . 

Belt Holsters 
/.JiO . 

";~ ~ ,. 
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EDITORIAL 
Christmas Bombing 
of Hanoi: An 
Eyewitness Account 
by Adm. James B. Stockdale 

On 27 Jam,1ary, the tenth anniversary of the signing of 
the Vietnam Peace Accords, CBS morning news c~m
memora ted the event by showing old Vietnam War 
scenes narrated by a correspondent who declared that on 
18 December 1972 "ca~e the Christmas bombiQgs of 
civilian targets ... which had nothing to do with ending 
the war . ... The number of civilian casualties has yet to 
be released. " Adm. James B. Stockdale, a prisoner in 
Hanoi during those bombings, was so in~ensed by this 
statement that he responded to the network in a Special 
Correspondence column, printed by the American Spec
tator in its June 1983 issue. The following excerpts, 
reprinted with permission, demonstrate the difference 
between the viewpoint of CBS, and !iOmeone who was 
really in Hanoi durin~ those 11 days of bombing. 

THOSE 11 days of bombing at the end of 
1972 are a subject I could discus·s on CBS 

morning news with real credentials. I was an 
eyewitness. And the truth is that not one bomb 
was dropped on Christmas; civjlian targets 
were never deliberately hit (and far fewer were 
accidentally hit than iri any bombing of a large 
industrial complex since the invention of the 
airplane); ti)e raids broke the will of the North 
Vietnamese as did nothing else in that war; 
a'nd the number of total casualties (some les
s.er part of which were undoubtedly civilians) 
\fas publicly released by the North Viet~ 
namese government and printed in the New 
York Times within a we~k after the last bomb 
was dropped on 29 December. 

The casualty number Wi;lS extremely low -
1,318 killed - no µiore than a scant percen
tage of the casualty numbers common for 
European and Japanese cities bombed with 
comparable tonnage during World War II. 
Moreover, North Vietnam persisted, and still 
persists, in the validity of their figures. These 
facts have been in the public domain for years, 
yet they have been ignored again and again 
and again. So let me make a few points you 
won't normally hear Qn CBS. 

If I learned notJiing else during eight years in 
wartime Hanoi, it was that Clausewitz is as 
right today as he wa!! during the Napoleonic 
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Wars; the name of the game in war is to break 
the enemy's will. 

Now airpower's greatest utility is its shock 
effect, its ability to create fear and panic, par
ticularly among the uninitiated and undisci
plined. By the time our tactical raids crept up 
to Hanoi in 1966, ~very civilian in the cjty had 
undergone months and months of instruction 
in civil defense. 

"The scenario goes like this," the party
cadre's man might well have explained to the 
p~ople on his block: "The air-raid siren wails 
in midmorning, you run and get in your hole, 
the planes roll in, there is a lot of noise, a 
bridge is bombed, the 'all clear' is sounded. By 
then there are a few fires and the trucks wheel 
past; there are also likely to be a few casual
ties, particularly at the antiaircraft batteries, 
and one or two ambulances might be heard en 
route. M~anwhUe, the other 99. 99 percent of 
us can chop chop by the numbers back to our 
work stations. And that's all ~here is to it until 
afternoon when it will all start and end within 
15 minutes just like it did in the morning." 

City life can seemingly go on forever under 
mere tactical bombings if the population is 
well-ipdoctrinated. (Bloomington could cope, 
too, with prior instruction lil<.e this.) 

In Hanoi, in those years of tactical bomb
ings, there were few surprises. Everything 
seemed programmed. The Americans were 
co.-istrained hy self-imposed rules that were 
public knowledge on the streets of North Viet
nam's capital city. Though the guards of the 
prisons feigned wide-eyed hostility during the 
few minutes of th~ raid, the street sounds were 
back to normal right after the "all clear" siren. 
Patriotic music was soon blaring from the 
speakers at every comer, while our interroga
tors strutted about the prison yards defiantly. 

By nightfall an almost carnival atmosphere 
could be sensed~ Songfests w~nt off as · sche
duled in the gu~rcts' quarters and in the city 
parks. Cl~ver American prisoners with a good 
ear for lyrics could identify the targets hit that 
day from their mention in songs sung that 
night. · 

Thus went life in Hanoi throughout the lat
ter half of 19~6, all of 196 7 and through March 
of 1968 .,.- until President Johnson halted the 
bombing. In Hanoi, this stoppage brought a
bout no change in the brutality with which we 
prisoners were treated. For many of us, our 
very worst tortures occurred during that JQhn
son-initiated hiatus of bombing. Our North 
Vietnamese captors seemed contemptu01 . ._s of 
our government's sheeph~hness. 

In late 1971 in HanQi we began to hear air 
raid sirens again, and a new generation of pris
oners started to trickle in to join us. Off and on 
for about a year, we had the tactical raid situa
tio~ we had known five and six years before. 
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BUT a totally contrasting atmosphere 
swept the city about an hour after dark on 

that 18 December night in 1972. At first we (in 
the very center of Hanoi in Hoa Lo prison) 
thought it was a regular tactical raid of the sort 
that c~me in every few nights. The bombs were 
hitting out where they usually hit - in the 
railroad yards, power plant (lrtd airfield areas. 
Some of the prisoners did detect higher-level 
explosions early in the bombardment, but U 
wasn't until these explosions were still being 
heard 20 minutes later that the cheers started 
to go up all over the cell blocks of that down
town prison. 

This was a new reality for Hanoi. These were 
big explosions - and the bombs kept coming! 
Though landing th01,1sands of yards away, they 
sho9k the ground under us and plaste,r fell 

Capt. James B. Stockdale holds ramp rail as 
he leaves plane at Clark Air Base, 
Philippines, on 12 February 1973, ending 
eight years of captivity in Vietnamese prison 
camps. Shot down in S~ptember 1965, 
Stockdale was incarcerated ~n Hoa Lo prison 
in the center of Hanoi during the bombings at 
the end of 1972. Photo: Wide World 

FEBRUARY 84 

from all the ceilings. Th e days of Mickey 
Mouse were over! Our wonderful America was 
here to deliver a message, not a self-conscious 
(lpology. -

"Let's hear it for President Nixon!" went the 
cry from cell bfock to cell block, all around the 
courtyard. 

And the bombers kept coming, and we kept 
cheering. Guards, normally enraged by loud 
talk, guards who normally thrust their 
bayoneted rifles through the bars and 
screamed at us if we had the temerity to shout, 
could only be seen silently cowering in the lee 
of the prison \Afalls, their faces ashen in the 
light reflected from the fiery skies above. 

So it went, hour after hour, night (lfter night, 
with frequent tactical raids in the daytime. 
Once in a while prisoners on the far side of the 
compound, looking south, identified a parti
culai:ly brilliant torch among the array of 
bursting antiaircraft shells and surface-to-air 
missiles. Some Claimed they could then make 
out a tuµtbling, burning B-52. -

But if they could see one, all Hanoi could 
see it too. For the North Vietnamese to see 
that ~ncj the bomber stream continuing to roll 
right on like old man river was a message in 
itself: proof that all that s~parated Hanoi from 
doomsday was -an American· national order to 
keep. the bombs out op. th~ hard targets. We 
prisoners knew this was the end of North Viet
namese resistance, and ttie North Vietnamese ·- . - . 
knew it, too. 

At dawn, the streets of Hanoi were absolute
ly silent. The usual patriotic wakeup music 
was missing, the familiar street sounds, the 
horns, all gone. In prison interrogators and 
guards wotild inquire aQout our needs solici
tously. Unprecedented morning coffee was 
delivered to our cell blocks. One look at any 
Vietnamese officer's face told the whole story. 
It telegraphed accommodation, hopeless
ness, remorse, fear. The shock was there; our 
enemy's will was broken. The sad thing was 
that we all knew what we were seeing could 
have been done in any 10-day period in the 
previous seven years and saved the lives of 
thousands, including most of those 57,000 
dead Amepcans. 

By 29 December, Hanoi was almost out of 
ammunition. (The mining of Haiphong harbor 
worked, too.) There was no need t o continue 
the bombing. The North Vietnamese nego
tiators (who had come home to Hanoi in a huff 
just before the B-52s rolled in on 18 Decem
ber) were anxious to rejoin Henry Kissinger at 
the conference table. In less than two weeks 
they accepted our terms. And in less than a 
month I was back in Coronado, Calif., with my 
w.ife, Sybil, and our four kids to whom I had 
said goodbye ·eight years before. ~ 
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YANKEE 
VICTORY 

Americans Sweep 
World Shoot VI 

'' AUSTRALIA ," World Shoot VI 
ft Match Director Dave Arnold 

announced over the loudspeaker as the 
green-clad five-man Aussie team raised 
their fl ag to join the 12 other national colors 
flying over the main range at the Lafayette 
Gun Club in Yorktown, Va. 

The team from down under joined the 
United States , South Africa , West Ger
many , Venezuela , the United Kingdom , 
Canada , Norway , Austria, Switzerland , 
Belgium and South West Africa at the sixth 
biennial International Practical Shooting 
Confederation ' s (IPSC) world cham
pionship. When the smoke cleared, the Un
ited States had swept the competition , plac
ing 15 competitors in the top 16, taking the 
Team Championship and crowning Arizo
na's Rob Leatham as the new World Cham
pion. 

The lPSC world championship not only 
presents entrants the opportunity to take the 
world title , but each country is also shooting 
for a team award. This year- as in 1981 -
the U.S. Gold Team ended up competing 
with the Republic of South Africa's Spring
boks for the championship. 

The U.S. Gold Team had been chosen 
from the past two U.S. Nationals and con
sisted of team captain Ross Seyfried , Mike 
Plaxco, Tom Campbell, Brian Enos and 
Rob Leatham. 

South Africa ' s Springboks represented 
the cream of their practical shooting com
munity: Peter Slack, Sidney Thorne , Roger 
Stockbridge, Gary Haltman and Jimmy Von 
Sorgenfrie. 

Ten matches were shot over a period of 
eight days . The opening round was on 
Saturday, I 0 October, with the speed test
the Double Kansas . Speed matches are 
essential in any major practical event and 
this one was a modified stage from the 1983 

Rob Leatham fires over assault course wall. 
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Text & Photos by Jake Jatras 

U.S. Nationals. Competitors stood in a fir
ing box , facing a pair of targets and a stop 
plate . Beside each "shoot" target was a 
rectangular steel plate . On the start signal 
each shooter first had to hit the steel plate. 
This caused a " no-shoot" to pop up in front 
of the buff silhouette. A slow shot or bad 
timing meant a hit and a 10-point penalty on 
the no-shoot. The next target was engaged 
in the same manner, and finally the stop 
plate . 

Rob Leatham led the U.S. team as they 
came out smoking on this stage. Leatham 
scored 29.4494 points. Springbok Peter 
Slack had two runs in which a no-shoot 
target was hit and the penalty was reflected 
in his score of 9.97405 points . The United 
States had an early lead , but nine tests re
mained. 

Later in the day the Yanks and 'Boks 
gathered for a walk-through on the assault 
match-the Wailing Wall. Shooters began 
seated in an automobile. On the start whistle 
one had to draw and engage two standard 
IPSC Mil park targets from the car- one at 
25 meters and the other at 20 meters. Each 
target had to have a minimum of two hits or 
a JO-point penalty was assessed for each 
dropped shot. 

After a 20-meter dash competitors leaped 
to a short platform , hung on a rope loop , 
swung around the edge of the wall and en
gaged two more silhouettes. Moving to the 
left , contestants had to shoot at a target 
partially hidden by a log, using a small 
window as a firing port. Finally , competi
tors had to holster and climb up a ladder to 
the top of the wall. From the top , two more 
targets were engaged (one was half-hidden 
by a no-shoot) and the stop plate at I 0 
meters . This match was scored Comstock 
- point score divided by time. 

SOF's Mike Plaxco , '82 U.S . champ, 
claimed this match with a perfect run , all A 
hits in a hair over 30 seconds. His 2. 960 
factor was the best. Tho rest of the U.S. 

Gold Team turned in respectable scores, but 
bad breaks continued to plague the Spring
boks . Jimmy Von Sorgenfrie , '79 World 
Champ, had a clean target (that's no hits) 
from the vehicle and scored a 1.875. The 
United States gained in its lead. 

Sunday found the U.S . team with only 
one match to shoot in the early afternoon, 
the demanding assault - Don't Fence Me 
In. Before the match , Leatham and Enos 
practiced vaulting the 50-inch fence by us
ing one of the end poles as a hand rest. Team 
captain Ross Seyfried looked things over 
and advised against such an all-out move, 
noting that the dangers outweighed any 
advantage. 

Each shooter began in a firing box, facing 
silhouettes 30 and 10 meters , each partially 
covered by a no-shoot. Once again the 
match was scored Comstock and two hits 
were required on each shoot target. After 
the first two buffs were engaged, it was a 
short run to a wooden fence for a leap to a 
barrel on its side on the ground and a couple 
of shots through it at a target 20 meters 
downrange . Next one could crawl under a 
fence, or jump it. 

Twine strands made up the simulated 
wire on fence No . 2 , and breaking one of the 
strands was a I 0-second penalty. Once 
under the second fence shooters had to fire 
on the move at a target hidden by a no
shoot. For safety reasons a foul line was 
placed so that shooters had to have their 
shots off before crossing it. Slowing down, 
but still moving without crossing the line 
required some tricky stepping. Finally, 
shooters fired through a window at two 
silhouettes partially covered by no-shoots, 
then proceeded to a firing box to shoot the 
stop plate resting on a log . 

Our U.S. team began well with Bill Wil
son (the Gold Team's sixth man) leading 
off. Wilson turned in a time of 28.18 
seconds. Brian Enos ran next and turned in a 
time of 24.83 seconds. Reigning World 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 25 



Champ Ross Seyfried of Colorado was 
next. 

Seyfried handled the fences well, but on 
the run to the wall missed his safety. Break
ing so as to not overrun the target (which 
had to be shot on the move), Seyfried 
approached the foul line. On tiptoes he man
aged to get his two shots off, then complete 
the run . One range officer called Seyfried 
for a penalty, but was overruled by the chief 
range officer. The question was whether or 
not Seyfried had stopped to shoot the target 
on the way to the wall. Seyfried also drop
ped a shot. 

Springbok's team manager filed a protest 
on the call, which went to the International 
Arbitration Committee. Seyfried was asses
sed two procedural penalties. Seyfried's run 
was an omen of things to come. 

Leatham took to the course next. After 
the first two targets, he headed full-tilt for 
the fence. Backing off is not in this U.S. 
champ's vocabulary and when he landed 
after a high vault over fence No. I a loud 
"pop" could be heard in the grandstands. 
Leatham crawled under the second fence 
and found it difficult to stand. Once on his 
feet he began to stumble toward the wall. He 
engaged the target on the move and man
aged to complete the course, remarkably in 
28.12 seconds. Meantime both the Spring
bok Team Manager Tony Ellingford and I 
dashed onto the field and Match Director 
Dave Arnold brought out a golf cart to carry 
the injured Leatham off the course. 

After Campbell and Plaxco finished their 
runs, the entire team gathered in a 
motorhome where Leatham had been taken. 
An old injury had tom and Leatham was 
taken to a hospital for X-rays and treatment. 
His knee was in bad shape. Should Leatham 
be pulled from the team and alternate Wil
son inserted? Could the U.S. team maintain 
its lead with Leatham at less than JOO per
cent? The next day the team had to shoot 
only two matches, but one involved some 
quick movement. 

John Sayle (left) and Mike Dalton just 
finished the shoot-off. Who won? 
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WORLD SHOOT VI 
Contestant/Country .... /; ....................................... .. Score 
l. Leatham, Robert/U.S.A ...... ...... .... .. ... . . ... . . ... . . . ..... 97.8792 
2. Shaw, John/U.S.A .......... , .. . .. ...... . . .' . ..... . ..... . ..... 97 .7001 
3. Plaxco, Mike/U.S.A ... .. ....... .. . . ... . .. : .... . .............. 95.5301 
4. Carter, Ross!U.S.A .... . . . . ... . . . . .... . .. . ..... . .............. 94.5849 
5. Castelow, Rick/U.S.A ....................•....... : . . . .. , ..... 93.5793 
6. CampbeU, Tom/U.S.A,.. . .... .•. . . . . . . .............. , .. 93.5684 
7. Seyfried, Ross/U.S.A .. ... .. ...... ....... . ... . . ............... 92.4553 
8. Dixon, John/U.S.A .. ...... ..... .. '. . ...... . .. . . .. ...... . .. . ... 91.8019 
9. Enos, Brian/U.S.A ... .... .• .. ..... , .... ...... . ... . ........ . .. 90.9309 

10. Dalton, Mike/U.$.A .... . ...... . . .... . ... ... . . . ... . ..... ... . . . 88.6316 
11. Wilson, Bill/U .S.A ... , . . ' . . . .. . . .. ..... .. ..... . . ... .. ...... ... 88.5588 
12. McCormick, Chip/U.S.A ..... . . . ..... . . . . ... . . . . .. . . .......... 88.1042 
13. Sayle, John/U.S .A. ....... . . . ............ , ....... · ......... ... 87.8779 
14. Thorne, Sidney/Souttj Aftj.ca .......•..... . .. , .......... . ....... . 87.4052 
15. Brown, William/U.S.A ..... . , . ... .. ..... ... . .. .......... . ... . 86.9391 
16. Rogers, Bill/U.S.A ....... . . ...... . . , .... .... . . . . .. , ....... . . . 85.2390 
17. Stockbridge, Roger/South Afnca . . .. .... ............ ... ........ 79 .4546 
18. Fichman, Mike/U.S .A ..... . ... . .. ........ , ...... .. . .. ... . .... 79.1997 
19. Butler, Brad/U ,S.A .... . . . . .. . ... .. ... _, .. . ..... . . .. . .. ..... ... 78.4194 
20. Ploner, Peter/West Germany ...... · ..... . . . . . .... ..... . .. ..... . . 77.7867 
21. Byfield, Rick/U.S.A .. .. ......... . .............. .. . ... ........ 77.5649 
22. Boulton; Freddy/Venezuela., ....... . .. . · .. ............ ... ... . .. 77.2387 
23. Slack, Peter/South Africa .... . . , . .. . , ..... , .. • ....... . .. " ...... 76.5903 
24. Burgess, Roger/South Africa ...... .... ..... , ............. .. . . .. 76.5455 
25. LaPrade, Chris/South Africa . . .... . .. . ... . . ..... .. .. .. .. .. ..... 76.5144 
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Unanimously the team members decided 
not to count out the plucky Arizonan. 

In each major contest some type of' 'stan
dard" exercise is run as an accuracy test. 
World Shoot VI organizers had, however, 
boldly chosen to conduct the standards as a 

Members of U.S. Gold Team, (left to right) 
Brian Enos, Ross Seyfried, Mike Plaxco and 
Tom Campbell, hoist new world champion 
Rob Leatham. 

Team captain Ross Seyfried holds umbrella 
for SOF's Plaxco. Bad weather hindered 
and helped. 

" limited Comstock" event. This translated 
to score divided by time, but the number of 
shots would be limited. Some IPSC rule 
purists objected, but most competitors ex
pressed their delight at adding a new dimen
sion to the match . 

It was anticipated that the British team 
would protest, but I had the opportunity to 
discuss it with them before the shooters' 
meeting, and they were willing to try some
thing new. 

Go For It was a 48-round exercise with 
ranges from 40 to 10 meters . Good hits were 
important, but speed was the key to a good 
scoring factor. Normally at ranges-of 40 

Contestant/Country •.•••. ..•... •.•.......... ... ...... . • ........... Score 
26. Bartell , J./South Africa .. ....... .. .. . .. .. .. .. . ... .... . . .... . .. 75.7429 
27. Chapman, Ray/U.S.A ..... ... . ... .... . .... ... .. . . . ... . .. .. .. .. 75 .4168 
28. Miller, Paul/South Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 4 . 7 415 
29. Schmid, Vance/South Africa ... ........ ... . .. . .... . .. . . .. . .... . 74 .5711 
30. DunkJey, Robert/United Kingdom .. .... ..... .. . .... . ........ .. . 74.2599 
31. Kressibucher, Peter/West Germany . . ....... . ..... .. .... . .... . .. . 73.9880 
32. Fisher, Randy/Canada .. . . ...... . .. .... .. . . ... ... . . . ...... . ... 73 .8771 
33. Barnard, Marcel/South Africa ... .... . ....... ... ....... .. . . ... . . 73.7328 
34. Bromfield, Paul/South Africa ...... . . ..... . .. . . ... .. .. .. .. .. . . . 73. 730 I 
35 . Barnhart, Jerry/South Africa .. ...... ...... . . . ..... . . .. . . .. .. ... 73.4379 
36. Neal, Ray/South Africa . .... . .. . .. ..... . .. . . . . . . ... .. ........ . 73.2745 
37. Haltman , Gary/South Africa ... .. . ... . : ... . . . .. . .... ......... 72.9328 
38. Harris, John/South Africa .. . .. . .......... . ........ .. . . . .... ... 72.0051 
39. Hoy, Harold/U.S .A . ........... ... ... .. . . ....... . .. . . . ....... 72.0038 
40. Von Sorgenfrie, Jimmy/South Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..... ... . .. ... 71.7061 
41. Nakling, Vidar/Norway .. .... . . ..... . .. . . . .... . .. . ..... ....... 71.5661 
42. Silbitzer, Hans/Austria .. ..... . . . ... ........ . . . . ........ . ... '. .. 7l.4584 
43. Gardner, Murray/Canada . .. .. . . . . .. . .. ............. ..... ...... 69.9281 
44. Smith, Dave/Canada ......... . ....... .. . .. . . .... . ........ . ... 69.5071 
45. Chittleborough, R./United Kingdom ... . . ... . ....... .. .. ........ . 69 .4082 
46. Maxwell, John/United Kingdom ....... . ..... .... . .. .. ... .... ... 69.0469 
47. Fernandez, Jose/U.S.A .. ..... . . .. .. . . .. . . . . . .. . . .... . ... .. .... 68.9388 
48. Moore, Mark/U.S.A .. .. . .. . . .. ....... . . ....... . . . . . . .... .. ... 68.8838 
49. Janssens, Bill/South Africa .. . . . . .. ............... .... .. .... . .. 68.8202 
50. Cole, Jason/U.S .A ... .... ... . . .... .. . . ... ... . .. . .. . . .. . .. .... 68.2819 
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meters, shooters under fixed times have the 
habit of going prone, but with the time fac
tor most chose to stand and shoot. Shooters 
faced two Milparks and shot stages to 20 
meters, then targets were changed and shoo
ters fired the closer stages . 

Rick Castelow factored a 6.03892 to take 
the match . Leatham held up, scoring 
5.60844. The U.S. team did well overall, 
and the Springboks fa iled to gain any 
ground. Gary Haltman dropped quite a few 
shots and only managed a factorof 3.44006. 

The Ultimate Mover was next on the 
schedule- and the match would test Leath
am' s recuperative powers . Competitors be
gan in a firing box and on the start signal had 
to engage a target on the left , then one on the 
right. Two seconds after the whistle the 
" mover" started and could be engaged with 
two shots. Next, shooters moved to the right 
to firing box B and re-engaged the two sta
tionary targets - right first , then left. 
Meanwhile the mover was travel ing again. 
Two more shots and then the stop plate. 

Leatham showed his mettle when he ran 
the course in a record time of 9. 68 seconds. 
He also tagged the mover with two A hits. 
His factor of 5. 888 was the best of the team. 

Tuesday was a day off for the competi
tors, but Leatham found himself back at the 
doctor's office for more tests. Then a day of 
rest. The match still had some tough assault 
courses left and Leatham's knee was swell
ing and sore. 

Bad weather is normally a curse for 
match officials and shooters, but as the rain 
clouds hovered over the range on Wednes
day morning the U.S. team actually got a 
break. After a three-hour weather delay, it 
was decided that the platform on Bubba's 
Bad Dream should be removed because 
competitors could hit the top and slide off. 

This meant that Leatham would not have 
to climb the stairs and make the four-foot
plus jump. It still would be a grueling 
course, but the absence of the platform 
eased the minds of the Gold team. Although 
1981 had found the U.S. team going into the 
stretch at a sliglir disadvantage, this go
arourid we had a lead, spirits were high and, 
after the day off, the Gold team was .looking 
forward to the last fi ve tests. 

Devil's Hold Defense was a close-in 
combination speed/standard exercise. As in 
the past it was running slow due to the 
number of rounds fi red (33) and the miser
able weather. The contest involves facing 
three silhouettes at ; four, five and seven 
meters. The middle seven-meter target is 
partially covered by a no-shoot. 

Team members alternated holding an 
umbrella over one other in between strings 
of fire and a strong wind added to the dis
comfort. The ROs did their best and the 
team held its ground. 

Nine of the matches for the World Shoot 
VI (World War VI , as Match Director Dave 
Arnold dubbed the contest) were prepub
lished, but Match No. JO- the Surprise
turned out to be a real challenge. A one
meter wall was erected with a firing slot on 
the left and on the right. Twelve meters 
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FIRST U.S. WOMEN'S 
TEAM 

by Jake Jatras 

This year's IPSC World Cham
pionships were unique in two ways. It 
was the first time that the U.S. Region 
served as host for an international event 
and the first time the United States en
tered a woman's team in a world match. 

ln July a special National Women' s 
Championship was conducted to select . 
the top 10 women handgunners in the 
land; then the I 0 competed in the regular 
U.S. Nationals to earn a spot on the 
six-person team. 

The team consisted of Judy Culbert
son , Kelly Steward, Sally Van Valzah, 
Susi McHugo and Lee Co.le, who also 
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Lee Cole, U.S. women's team £aptain, 
shoots Bubba's Bad Dream. 

served as team captain. Joanna Fichman 
was the alternate. 

Early in the match our women held the 
lead, but as the more experienced South 
African Springbok Women's Team set
tled down they eroded the U.S . lead and 
in the last three days moved out in front 
to retain their World Title. 

Women's numbers in practical shoot
ing are growing. In 1984 another 
Women's Championship is being plan
ned. For information on this program 
contact: TPSC, P.O. Box 626, Sioux 
City, IA 51l02. 

The United States will be ready when 
next we meet up with the Springboks! 

downrange stood a line of six silhouettes
four partially covered with no-shoots. 

Competitors began standing with hands 
on the top of the wall. On the start signal 
from CRO Steve Herberth, shooters drop
ped to their knees and engaged T-4, T-5 and 
T-6 freestyle with at least two rounds each , 
then reloaded (mandatory) and engaged T
l, T-2 and T-3 - weak hand only - then 
the stop plate. The disaster factor of shoot
ing weak-hand-only at targets covered by 
no-shoots was extremely high . Also, if one 
had a malfunction, or had to reload to hit the 
stop plate a procedural penalty was asses
sed. 

This match was taken from the Canadian 
Nationals and proved to be a crusher for 
many teams and individuals. The no-shoots 
had plenty of taped holes to testify to the 
problems facing the aspirants . 

U.S. Gold team competitors once again 
were up to the task, but the Springboks felt 
the sting of dropped shots and no-shoot hits. 

Thursday the weather broke and the U .S. 
team was optimistic as they chatted before 
the tough assault course, Bubba' s Bad 
Dream. Assistant Match Director and Un
ited States Practical Shooting Association 
official Lloyd Harper never should have 
eaten that pepperoni pizza before retiring. 
As he slept like a baby - snooze for an 
hour, up and cry for a half hour - he 
envisioned an assault test including a plat
form to climb and jump off, a tunnel to 
crawl through, a wall with a window to hold 
open, etc. 

Although the foul weather necessitated 
the removal of the platform, it was replaced 
with a shooting box on the ground. It was 
still a long, tough match . 

Competitors began at a wall with a win
dow high on the left side. On the start signal 
each had to engage two silhouettes with two 
rounds each, one at 20 meters and one at 25. 
Moving to the right edge of the wall , each 
faced a lone target half-hidden behind a log 
at 35 meters. 

After the first set of targets , shooters 
moved to the box that had replaced the wall 
and shot a Pepper Popper and a target lying 
on its side behind some tires. A quick shift 
around a view-blocking wall and two shots 
at a cardboard opponent at seven meters and 
two at another at 10 meters partially hidden 
by a barrel. The tunnel barricade was next. 
A standard Cooper tunnel, it was two meters 
long , 1.5 meters wide and .5 meter high. 
The difference was that there were no 
knock-off bars. 

Finally one reached the last wall after a 
JO-meter jog and , holding open a shutter , 
fired at a target at five meters. A drop to the 
ground to a small opening and each entrant 
engaged another Popper at IO meters, a 
full-size silhouette at 15 meters and a stop 
plate at 10 meters. 

Tom Campbell turned it on and won the 
stage with a factor of 3.04552. On the team 
side the United States scored a total of 
13.87798 to the Springboks' 13.081 69. 
Even with Leatham injured and Mike Plax
co's tom muscle, the U.S. team managed 
another stage victory. 
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Only a real U.S. disaster could pull the 
South Africans into contention, and that 
was on everyone's mind as Friday's Son Of 
Colorado speed match approached. In past 
U.S. nationals many of the well-known top 
guns had fallen flat when facing the array of 
targets - all partially covered with a no
shoot . While labeled a speed match, accura
cy is the priority . A 10-point ding for a nick 
on a no-shoot makes this one tough contest. 

Each shooter faced four targets at ranges 
from five to 20 meters. Three targets had to 
have two hits, and one could be designated 
as a single-hit target. Most chose the 20-
meter target as the single-hit. After the 
targets had been engaged, one had to shoot a 
six-by-six-inch-square stop plate to end the 
run. Each competitor had three strings . 

Gold Team pistoleros cinched the cham
pionship, with runs totalling 63.25660 
points to the Springboks' 52.28238. Those 
innocent no-shoots took their toll on the 
South Africans . American Rick Castelow, 
though not a member of either team, made 
his mark by scoring an outstanding 18.8254 
points. 

Slarnrnin' Doors was the last test of skill 
for the 200 competitors. ~n 1981 the Basin 
Shoot was considered the most difficult, 
and Slammin' Doors proved to be just as 
tough. 

One began seated in a chair. The weapon 
lay on the table, loaded, safety on. Any 
spare ammo had to be carried in the hands, 
or - in most cases - in one's mouth. On 
the start signal, one had to pick up the 
weapon and crash through a door to face two 
IPSC Milpark targets, one on the left at 
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Leatham leaps for first door in Slammin' 
Doors with official Frank Repass hot on his 
heels. 

seven meters, and one on the right at JO. 
Each required at least two hits. 

Meanwhile , three seconds after the start, 
a mover began to cross the range. After 
engaging both stationary targets one had to 
go through another door to get a shot at the 
moving target. Finally, a stop plate had to 
be hit to end the run. 

This was fast action , and for many of the 
competitors the mover disappeared before 
he got through the second door. Ross Sey
fried, '81 IPSC World Champ, took this 
stage with a factor of I0.0028. Leatham, 
nursing the torn knee, still managed a solid 
factor 9.47743 . 

Shoot-offs in practical handgunning are 
always a popular event, and in International 
Competition actual match points may be 
gained . In 1981 the man-versus-man event 
counted for 32 percent of the whole contest, 
but most felt this was too much. This year, 
the shoot-off winner was eligible for 10 
match points, and lower places were fac
tored down. 

The shoot-offs consisted of four Pepper 
Poppers and a stop plate. No mandatory 
reload or fancy shooting. The pressure 
would take care of those who missed . 

The four top shooters got "bys" and did 
not have to face each other, or those who 
moved up, until the final rounds . Jostling 
for places was co.nfined to the middle of the 

top 16, but conspicuously absent from those 
16 were the South Africans. Only current 
RSA Champ Sidney Thorne made the cut
off. 

John Shaw shot hard to make it to the top , 
but, alas, he did not gain enough points to 
overtake 1983 World Champion Rob Leath
am. The final score was Leatham, 97 .8792, 
and Shaw, 97.7001. It was a remarkable 
feat for Leatham . In one year he had won 
both the U.S. championship, and the crown 
jewel of IPSC - the world title . Congra
tulations. 

Individually, the American shooters per
formed as if they were all capable of making 
anybody's team. If the story sounds a bit 
one-sided , it is. Never in any international 
match has one country so dominated the 
contest. 

Was it the home court advantage? I don 't 
think so . The level of competition in the 
U.S. Region has increased so much in the 
past two years that American practical shoo
te.rs have established themselves as the ones 
to beat. While the United States is only 
allowed to enter one official team eligible 
for the gold medal, our second and unoffi
cial team, the Silver Team, would have 
come in second. We could have entered five 
competitive teams . 

The next big international meets will be 
the Paris International in the fall of 1984 and 
a contest in Vienna, Austria, in 1985 . The 
following world championship will be back 
in the United States in 1986. 

Why wait? Now is the time to get into 
practical shooting. ContactIPSC, P.O. Box 
626, Sioux City, IA 51102. ~ 
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'NAM SOUVENIR 
HUNT 
The SKS at the End 
of the Tunnel 

Capt. Curt Rich and his Ml6, somewhere 
in the Republic of' Vietnam,, 1970 . 
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Text & Photos by Curt Rich 

MAY 25, 1970: 
I knew things weren ' t going to go 

well when I tried to sit down and dump my 
pack for the noon chow break. 

"Dai Uy! No! No sit!" 
" Shit! " I was overbalanced and didn ' t 

know what I was about to sit on - a mine? I 
had the heavy pack about half off. If it had 
been full , I probably would nave fallen 
backward. Since we hadn' t been resupplied 
in three days , my normal load ofC-rats was 
about gone, so l was able to catch myself 
anp lunge forward. I scrambled to my feet 
and turned around. 

The ARVNs were pointing at a small , 
brightly-colored snake slithering off from 
my planned sitting place. I knew enough 
about biology to know that a small sqake 
with bright colors usually survived because 
he had a hellaciously poisonous bite. Predfl
tors can afford to be brightly colored. Prey 
must be camouflaged. · 

The ARYN~ were telling me if he 'd bitten 
me I'd have taken two steps and died. I was 
too tired to be scared. I just moved over and 
sat down. 

We'd been in Cambodia tw() weeks, I 
guess, beginning with an assault on an NVA 
training center and ending up with a long 
chase into the jungle . A particularly obnox
ious CBS reporter had tagged along to screw 
things up. He left to get his nightly Vodka 
Collins and massage in Saigon. We were 
still there. The only reason we hadn ' t shot 
his chopper down was we didn ' t want to 
hurt the crew. Anyway , my ARVNs 
couldn't hit a building from the inside. 

We'd spent a week in the fifth layer of 
hell, deeper and deeper into swamps till we 
had leech bites up to our armpits and smel
led like the rhino tank at the zoo. Despite my 
prayers that the NV A wouldn't be_ in that 
goddamned swamp because they weren't 
dumb enough to spend time there if they 
didn ' t have to, we wasted our time and 
energy there because some fool general had 
drawn some lines on a inap without decent 
recon - even a flyover by chopper - and 
said go to it. But at least now we were out of 
the swamp and on higher ground . 

I was a very young captain serving as 
senior adviser to a leg battalion in 9th Reg
iment, 5th ARYN Infantry Division. I had a 
lieutenant and two enlisted men, both SP4s, 
one a big black man in his 30s we called 
Wyatt bes;ause he carried an S&W .3.57 
Magnum on his hip. 

By now , 'that pistol was four pounds of 
dead weight because Duke, the other EM, 
had dropped it while playing grabass and 
broke the mainsp,ring . Duke ~as a fat, 
whining teenager whose great desire was to 
get back to his mother's Tastee Freeze in 
New Jersey. In fire fights he was semi
useless while Wyatt was very cool. Duke 
bitched 24 hours a day. I had dreams of 
sticking my K-BAR through him and slowly 
twisting it, just to stop his bitching. 

The lieutenant had been in the bush too 
long. He'd received pictures of his new 
daughter, and it changed him from a brave, 
gung-ho go-getter to a very cautious non
fighter. I didn ' t blame him then, and cer
t;iinly don ' t now. I'd been scared half to 
death for 10 months. I was tired, frazzled 
and ready to leave this, too . 

He'd been driving me crazy with talk of 
souvenirs . He had some Ho Chi Minh san
dals and bragged about them constantly . He 
knew that I had almost gotten the semi
ultimate souvenir, a K-54 pistol (the ulti
mate souvenir being an NV A medal) but it 
had been stolen by my trusty ARVNs. He 
rubbed it in. · 

Today the thought of any souvenirs 
sounds silly. Who cares? Why would a 
grown man fighting for survival care apout a 
i:Iamned souvenir? What kind of a nut would 
risk anything to get one? After months in the 
bush , though , the brain snaps. I would risk. 
I was an idiot. 

I sat there with a small square of C-4, 
neating my last C-ration (pork - which I 
hated and always saved for last, hoping for a 
reprieve, maybe a medevac before I had to 
eat it) , when I looked up and noticed a guy 
was walking toward us' wearing khaki. 

Since I was in the middle of a deployed 
infantry battalion of at least minimal com
petence, I'd felt fairly safe. 

Wrong! 
He was carrying an AK-47 at a loose port 

a rms . I dove for my Colt Commando 
(XMl77El) and flipped the selector to full 
auto, yelling, "VC!" and firing a four
round burst. 

I was not the only one. The ARVNs all 
seemed to shoot at once. Firing erupted all 
over, and not all of it directed in the right 
direction , so I lay behind a log with my nose 
in the dirt. When it calmed down I looked 
over the log to see how the hapless dumb 
NV A was doing. 

He was lying on his back, leaking in 
several places. His AK was out of reach 
several yards away and appeared damaged. 
He had new Ho Chi Minh sandals on his 
feet. 

"Aha, a souvenir," said my addled 
brain , still not recovered from having an 
NV A walk into the middle of our unit. 

I ran over to hirµ and grabbed one sandal. 
He looked up at me. I was shocked. 

" Son of a gun , you' re alive!" I said. 
Then a grenade went off, and firing began 

again. I dove behind a tree, brought some
what to my senses. (Rich's first rule of 
combat: Always know where to hide.) This 
time 1 didn't move from-behind the qamned 
tree until the all clear. 

He had had a partner. His partner had 
been caught by sui-prise, too. Both of them 
had been carrying AKs, and both had taken 
hits in the chest. -Amazingly, both AKs had 
hits in the breech area by .223 bqllets and 
would not function. AU the firing had been 
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AR VN. The second NV A had tried to throw 
two grenades. One had reached an unoccu
pied clearing. The other hac! blown off his 
buddy's.footjust after I had gone didi mau. 
Consequently I couldn't find the other san-
dal - or his foot. · 

Despite the. best American, ARVN and 
NV A efforts, his buddy was still alive. Our 
medic went to work on him, since my 
ARVNs were undamaged. This was a bit 
unusual. They tended to shoot themselves 
and each other under stress. STRAC tn;iops 
they were not. The NV A's right elbow was 
blown away by a .223 round, and he had a 
sucking chest wound, among others . He 
was not in great shape. We began to ql!eS
tion him. 

"Where is your unit?" 
"I can't tell you that." 
He had a wallet. I opened it. In it were 

photos of l)is girlfriend and two of himself, 
one in a pith helmet, one with a chest full of 
medals. · · 

I had the interpreter ask, " Did you win 
these?" I understood a gooc! deal of Viet
namese, but I pretended not to. It extended 
iny life span. The ARVNs were more 
dangerous to advisers th11n NV A. 

''No·, no. Just for girlfriend. For picture. 
Borrowed. '' 

"Come on. This is a medal for killing an 
American. Did you win it?'' · 

I knew what one looked like because one 
of my sergeants months before had gotten 
one off a dead NV A and bragged about it 
through six beers. 

"No, no! For pictures!" 
"Where's your unit?" 
"I can't tell you." 
"Look, you want to be medevacked? 

Helicopter? Hospital? You want to live?" 
"Yes! Yes!" 
''I can't call a helicopter till I know where 

your unit is." · 
This was, of course, true, 
''Across from the clearing one kilometer. 
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Wounded NVA had this picture of himself 
in wallet, found by author during · 
interrogation. Unlucky NV A died as 
medevac· circled overhead. 

Five hundred, 600 men. In training. New 
troops." 

"Armed?'' 
''AKs, like me. '' 
" Okay, sucker, we're even." 

I got with Maj . Hung, the ARVN CO. 
We moved to the edge of the oval, football
field-size clearing. We were to get resl)p
plied there. We'd had a bad experience call
ing in Air Force F-5s for a previous bomb
ing mission. They had been armed with 
750-pound bombs, and they wouldn't drop 
them within 300 meters of friendly troops. 
In heavy brush and occasional multiple
canopy jungle like this , we didn ' t worry 
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about anyone 300 meters away. They might 
as well be in Saigon for ·all we cared. We 
needed bombs close. I'd taken responsibil
ity and given my initials and serial number 
over the radio, but they still dropped 200 
meters from our frontline marker. 

So this time we called VNAF " Spads" 
(Skyraiders) and a couple of heavy fire 
teams . 

The Spads came in with 500-pound 
bombs. After their first run I decided they 
could hit the ace of spades on a poker table. 
They were good. We had them dropping 50 
meters away , eventually 30 meters when 
they flushed the NV A in our direction. We 
got shrapnel through the trees. The heavy 
fire teams cut off retreat on three sides and 
us on the fourth. 

This was a fairly successful ploy and not 
much was left of the NV A unit by late 
afternoon. 

Our NV A captive died as the medevac 
Huey circled, waiting for Cobra escorts so 
he could come in and pick him up. 

The resupply chopper came in on time 
and took away my enlisted men. Battle or no 
battle , they had a promotion board! I was 
given a cool , third-tour E-6 in trade . I was 
happy. To get rid of Duke, I would have 
taken a rabid Bengal tiger , but someone 
who actually knew what he was doing was 
too much to ask . Anyway, he didn't bitch. 

We moved into the enemy's base camp 
and counted bodies. Then we found the rice 
- 20 tons of rice. 

I called it in. No one believed me. One of 
my fellow senior advisers , of a sister batta
lion , had called in a huge weapons cache, 
and when they started sending in Hueys for 
it , the "weapons cache" didn ' t fill the first 
Huey. Several senior officers had reported 
the find - all the way to Nixon. Now all 
reports were suspect. 

" Count the bags yourself. Can you weigh 
them?" came the order. I looked insanely at 
my handset. 

" Gee , ah , sorry. My truck scale isn't 
available. Look , I've counted 200 JOO-kilo 
bags. Add it up yourself. If I'm !yin' , fire 
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Author and ARVNs on op somewhere near 
Song Be in August 1969. "I thought I was 
just sweating more than the ARVNs from 
lack of hot weather acclimatization," said 
Rich, "but the next day I was medevacked 
with heat stroke, and was delirious for a 
couple of days." 

me and send me to Vietnam. " 
"Count 'em again . And believe me, if 

you ' re !yin ', I will fire you. " 
''Bravo, foxtrot, delta,' ' I said, but · I 

didn ' t say it on the radio. (If you don't know 
what BFD means , use your imagination.) 

Swell. Walking around a mile-square 
area counting bags of rice while NV A pop 
out of holes and take potshots at you is not 
my idea of fun . I was pretty sure of my first 
count, so I simulated a recount and called 
back in two hours , verifying my original 
count. 

We were ordered to secure the area and 
start preparing an LZ to bring the rice out. 

So we stayed the night. 
We stayed the week . We had to cut an 

LZ. In I 00-degree weather with I 00-
percent humidity , choppers aren't too effi
cient (as if we grunts were) , so we had to 
keep making it bigger. After taking out a 
few loads by UH-IH, it was apparent we 
needed a "Shithook" (Chinook)-sized LZ. 
That meant cutting down trees - lots of 
trees. 

Then we found the bunker full of AK-
47s, SKSs and other goodies. 

Maj. Hung asked me , " You want a 
souvenir?' ' 

" What kind?" I said, not knowing yet 
what was in the bunker. 

" CKC!" said Hung . ARVNs called 
SKSs CKCs. I'm sure some reader or staff 
member will write in to tell me why. Maybe 
there's a difference. I don't particularly 
care. He held up a Chinese-built SKS com
plete with bayonet in nice condition. 

'' Sure! " 
"Okay, Dai Uy. You-go-down-bunker, 

pick-out-three-CKC for-you-men. ' ' 
Fine . Swell. Great. I was not made for 

crawling around in bunkers . Mrs . Rich 
didn ' t raise that big a fool. But I thought of 
the lieutenant's jibes about souvenirs and 
my failure to come up with even two san
dals. I grabbed a flashlight and went in. 

DUMB. 
In the beam of the flashlight were over a 

hundred SKSs and AK-47s. On the top row 
was a particularly clean SKS . I started to 
grab for it when my bullshit alarm went off 
in my head, and I stopped and shook for a 
second . I started examining it with the flash
light and found a string going from the trig
ger guard to the wall , where a nail had been 
used to direct it down to the bottom mine in 
a stack of 13 antitank mines . 

I stopped breathing for at least 20 minutes 
(or so it seemed) and stood there transfixed, 
with visions of how far the pieces would 
have gone had I picked up my souvenir. 

Then I realized the string was slack. That 
meant it didn't have an anti-tamper device. I 
cut it with my knife and brought out the 
"clean" SKS and two other nice ones. Af
ter I recovered I gave my lieutenant and 
sergeant one each. 

The story didn ' t end there, though. I was 
going to shoot the rifle one day while we 
were still at LZ Mother (named unofficially 
because cutting it was a "mutha," accord
ing to my sergeant) . I was cleaning it out 
with its in-butt cleaning kit when the inter
preter ran in wanting a medevac. It seemed 
that one of the troops had the AK he -was 
firing blow up in his face . We didn ' t know 
anything about "Bo! Bean" then. Word 
about such U.S. boobytrapping of enemy 
caches was not given out to ARYN units. 

I handled the medevac and put the SKS 
back together, having no need for a bolt in 
my eye. 

But the SKS ' s saga didn ' t end there, 
either. A few nights later we took some 
short rounds from ARYN 155mm artillery. 
They hurt some ARVNs and put the lieuten
ant over the edge. He'd been asking for a 
rear-area job for months. I sent him back on 
the next chopper with the three SKSs. 

Unknown to us , the ARYN regimental 
CO was selling the captured weapons in 
Saigon , supposedly to the Cambodian 
Army, but, knowing him, probably to the 
NVA . About then he realized he was three 
short. He wanted those three SKSs. He 
showed up at Mother with an armed escort. I 
had a rather disagreeable confrontation in 
which the new E-6 had me covered from the 
tree line, his Ml6 aimed at Fatso's head. 

Then Fatso realized the rifles were with 
my lieutenant, so he radioed to have the 
chopper boarded at An Loe, Regimental 
HQ. I radioed, too , and when the Huey 
landed , surrounded with 9th Recon with 
machine guns, no SKSs were found . 

Mine is now on my wall at home, one of 
the few souvenirs I got away from that un
fortunate, lamented conflict. I also have one 
of the two photos of the NV A. My lieuten
ant got the other one. I may be the only 
person in the world who remembers him. I 
would much rather be remembering him 
than having him remembering me.~ 
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YOU can saw your way out of an air
plane fu selage , bash your way 

through the busted glass of a wrecked vehi
cle, build a snare, seriously damage an 
attacker, shuck an oyster, slice a steak, chop 
firewood , or pound a nail or tent peg with 
one of Keith Nelson's handmade fighting or 
survival knives. Best of all, you won't feel 
guilty about scratching your new $300 
knife. 

All the above is possible for under $155, 
if you want a good, tough, working knife 
that is not only a small work of art but a 
darned good tool. 

Keith Nelson is a medical doctor, adven
turer, soldier and a fine up-and-coming 
knife designer and maker. Nelson is a pro
fessional man who builds fighting and sur
vival knives for use, not for decoration. 

"I want my knives to be used," he said . 
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''I'm not really interested in making collec
tor's knives. I'd rather tum out 10 good, 
functional knives than two decorative 
ones." 

Nelson knows whereof he speaks. He 
served as a medical specialist in the U.S. 
Army Special Forces and later as a medical 
NCO with the Rhodesian Light Infantry. In 
Rhodesia he was severely wounded by a 
landmine and forced to give up his career as 
a soldier. 

Nelson refused to be pensioned off by the 
Rhodesian government and sent back to the 
United States . Instead he enrolled in the 
University of Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) 
and proceeded to become a medical doctor. 
As politics continued to shift to the left, 
Nelson, realizing his future would be less 
than secure in a country run by fonner ter
rorists, returned to the United States with 

his family. While waiting for admission to a 
medical residency, he began to design and 
build knives. 

Nelson has specialized in fighting and 
survival knives, since these types see more 
use and require a rugged design. He builds 
knives that will see long, hard use in . the 
field , rather than gather dust on the collec
tor's shelf. ''These survival knives are prac
tically indestructible. You can' t do much 
damage to them," he claimed.· 

One of his customers took him at his word 
and insisted on throwing a Nelson knife 
against a concrete wall several times. Nel
son had to resharpen the knife, but other 
than that, the blade was fine. 

All Nelson's knives are constructed from 
440 C stainless steel and are heat-treated in a 
vacuum furnace. The blades are then 
quenched in liquid nitrogen to harden the 
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steel to the desired temper. The blades are 
vapor-blasted to a dull finish to reduce 
shine , although polished blades are avail
able on request. Nelson will construct a 
knife to any specification upon request. 
Current waiting time is less than two 
months. 

There are a variety of options available 
for each blade. These include saw-teeth , 
single- or double-edged blade, a variety of 
micarta and wooden handles or parachute 
cord in several colors and several guards . 
Each knife comes with nylon or leather 
sheath and some with both. The knives bear 
no serial number and can be ordered without 
any identifiable markings for use in sensi
tive operations. Each knife is delivered with 
a razor-honed edge , ready to go to work . All 
his standard knives are priced well under 
$200. Some are under $100. 
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NELSON'S 
KNIVES 
Just What the 
Doctor Ordered 
Text & Photos by John Early 

LEFT: Purely functional, no-frills survival 
knives with multiple-attachment leather and 
nylon sheaths. 

BELOW: Combat knife Nelson made for 
John Early. 

''People who pay $200 to $300 for a knife 
tend to look at it more than use it ," Nelson · 
said. 

Several of his knives are already in the 
hands of working professionals , as well as 
some elite military units . Nelson currently 
makes about five standard models. All of 
his knives feature full tangs for added 

strength and durability. 
His survival knife comes in two sizes, the 

four-inch and the five-and- a-half-i nch 
blade. The five-and-a-half-inch model has 
saw-teeth and both models have handles 
wrapped with parachute suspension line. 
Each knife is issued with nylon sheaths in 
OD or black. The pommels of Nelson 's 
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TOP: Classic heavy-blade drop-point 
hunter. 

ABOVE: Black-micarta-handled 
straight-blade hunter made for SOF's 
Robert K. Brown. 
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survival knives can be used to break through 
plexiglass , open cans or crack skulls. 

The utility knife also comes in two sizes , 
a four-inch drop-point hunter and a five
inch straight blade. The hunters come stan
dard with wet-molded boot sheaths and 
either wood or micarta handles in a number 
of colors . 

Nelson 's top-of-the-line kni fe is hi s 
seven-inch fighter. The blade can be con
structed in any configuration desired. It fea
tures a pommel that can be used for fighting 
or breaking through plexiglass like the sur
vival models , saw-teeth and the vapor
blasted finish . Each fighter comes with dull 
green or black micarta handle grips and a 
variety of guards to suit the owner. Each 
knife comes with a leather or nylon sheath 
and a razor edge. Finger grips are available 
upon request. 

Nelson 's custom knives are all reason
ably priced for a handmade product. The 
survival knives sell for $85 while the fight
ers go for around $155, depending on op
tions . You can't beat these prices for a cus
tom knife these days. 

For a complete list of knives and options, 
send $3 for postage and handling to Nelson 
Custom Knives , Dept. SOF, 3021 Frontier 
NE, Albuquerque , NM 87106. 

For the professional who wants to get and 
keep the edge , a Nelson knife is a good 
investment and a great tool. ~ 
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SCtDI£RS OF 
roR.TLJNE. MOR[ 
U. 5 ADVI 50RS 
TD [ LSAL VADOR 

' 'DID you make a lot of money killing 
civilians in El Salvador?" 

The question was directed at SOF's Tom 
Reisinger. 

"Fuck you , asshole ," replied Reisinger. 
Tom is one of those easy-going types who 
rarely get ruffled , but he was pissed off 
now . The cowering protester slithered off. 

The '60s holdover was one of 11 demon
strators who stood outside Denver's KOA 
Radio 85 building while talk-show host Pe
ter Boyle interviewed Bob Brown, discus
sing SOF's involvement in Central Amer
ica . The protesters told us that they " repre
sented the consensus of the People of the 
United States of America." We asked them 
if they had consulted with the People of the 
United States of America first, to make sure 
they weren 't misrepresenting anyone. 

" We are an ad-hoc group of concerned 
citizens who are opposed to mercenary 
activity around the world ," said the leader. 
One thing these people do brilliantly is 
change subjects. 

The delegation of 11 , who allegedly rep
resented the entire population of the United 
States, dwindled to five by the time we left. 
Their signs carried messages such as 
" Mercenary Intervention Is Part Of U.S . 
War Plan " and " Stop U .S ./S.O.F. In
tervention In Latin America. " They 
screamed slogans: ' 'Soldier of Fortune, you 
can' t hide, we charge you with genocide! " 
and " Hands off Nicaragua , U.S. out of El 
Salvador! " Heavy stuff. 

Brown fielded listener questions during 
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the 45-minute broadcast, most callers voic
ing support of SOF efforts to help El Salva
doran government forces . Brown heard ab
out the planned demonstration and sent 
Reisinger and me down to take a look. We 
were the only journalists there. The leader 
asked who we were, and hurried away when 
we told him. He spread the word, causing 
some of his cohorts to hide their faces be
hind placards as we began taking pictures. I 
guess they figured we were doing ground
work for an SOF " hit list." 

The protest was predictable . Nothing un
usual about it , really , and I hardly expected 
to get a "story" out of it. But after hearing 
what they had to say, I realized that these 
people were on the other side - they are 
fighting the war, just as surely as a left-wing 
lobbyist in Washington or an FMLN guer
rilla in the bush. They believe every word 
they say - and it was startling to hear. 

They told us that the government paci
fication programs in Guatemala and El Sal
vador are "systematic attempts to murder 
everyone not supporting the oppressive dic
tatorships." They even accused Tom and 
me of personally taking part in this genocide 
program . And the Miskito Indians? Why , 
they are strongly backing the Sandinista 
regime. " The Sandinistas are a godsend to 
the Miskitos. Now they can Jive in peace,'' 
we were told . 

" But what about the refugees from tor
ture who are fleeing Nicaragua?" we asked . 
The subject was changed. We further dis
cussed the Miskitos with an expert in the 

field. I assumed he had been raised by the 
Indians , the way he was carrying on , so I 
asked him . 

"Well, I've never been there, " he said 
meekly. Then his face lit up: " But, a friend , 
whom I trust, has been there! " Typical of 
left-wing " proof. " 

They spoke of villages destroyed, civi
lians murdered - the work of government 
troops . Subjects changed when we asked for 
any clarification, such as names of villages 
leveled by right-wing death squads. Then 
we found out another interesting fact. 

"We have an Indian genocide policy in 
the U.S . right now, " said the Miskito ex
pert. "The Guatemalan and Salvadoran 
government policies of murdering the Indi
an population are greatly influenced by 
U.S . anti-Indian policies. You didn ' t think 
the Guatemalan and Salvadoran govern
ments came up with that idea themselves , 
did you?" More left-wing drivel. 

The conversation was frustrating - each 
side so set in its ways , each side so sure the 
other was wrong. But the whole point of this 
is that Reisinger and I had been there and 
seen the situation first hand . 

What it 's going to take is for everyone 
reading this , everyone who believes in 
fighting the spread of communism in the 
Americas, to write his congressmen, the 
president , everyone. Tell them what you 
think - don ' t let the sign wavers speak for 
you. Let's go , people. The war is being 
fought right here.~ 
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CONVENTION . . ' ' ~ . . 

MILITARY-
ARMS SHOW 

Exhihil Hall 
' . 

ABOVE: I tried to grab hold of Delbert -
Gilbow's "Black Widow" SWAT suit, but 
its foµgh poly-cotton material makes it 
virtually impossible. The fabric is 
non-melting (unlike polyester) and won't 
stick to skin when on fire. Shoulders, knees 
and elbows are neoprene-padded. Designed 
for use with Silent Partner body armor 
inside and out, it has been well-received by 
pilots and· parachutists for its comfort, 
well-placed pockets arid non-burn features. 
It retails for $149. 95 and is marketed by 
Silent Partner (Dept. SOF, 230 Lafayette 
St., Gretn:i, LA 70053). 

RIGHT: Aaron Wood of Combat Weapons 
Systems, Inc. (Dept. SOF, Box 96, 
Waurika, OK 73573) makes and sells 
full-auto shotguns that work. (Finaliy!) He 
proved it at the range demos. Shown here is 
the ASG-12 assault 12-gauge shotgun (about 
$750), cyclic rate 400 rpm. This is just one 
configuration of the many machine ·shotguns 
available to qualified buyers. Look for test 
and evaluation in future issue. 
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Photos lly Jahn Matzgar 

ABOVE: Heckler & Koch (Dept. SOF, 
14601 Lee Rd., Chaotilly, VA 22021) 
brought their new PSG l sniper rifle to the 
show. Shotgun match winner ·Bill Rogers 
put the weapon through its paces at range 
demos. Watch for a full report on the PSG 
l in a future issue. 

ABOVE AND ABOVE LEFT: Peter 
Schofield (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 16063, 
Brighton Beach 4009, Dµrban, South 
Africa) displayed his limited-edition, 
cold-cast-bronze military figurines at the 
show. Schofield is a perfectionist: "I'd like 
to break into the American market. But if 
someone wanted a Special Forces soldier, it 
would have to be commissioned [minimum 
of 10] so the detail would be perfect. I can't 
afford to make a model unless it is 
absolutely accurate." Schofield served with 
South African Forces, the major influence 
in his work. 
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LEFf: They may look busy, but they're 
probably not. SOF staffers manned 
information booth in exhibit hall. Photo: 
Marty Casey 

ABOVE: Warren Barron of Beretta U.S.A. 
(Dept. SOF, 17601 Indian .Head Hwy., 
Accokeek, MD 20607) shows off new AR 
70/SPORT rifle - semiauto version of AR 
70. Watch for Peter Kokalis' full report in 
SOF. . 

LEFf: Watch for this one: Garth Choate's 
prototype military/police assault shotgun. 
First-place match sponsor Choate Machine 
& Tool Co: (Dept. SOF, Box 218, Bald 
Knob, AR 72010) had custom parts and 
modifications for all applications and just 
about every weapon at the show. Photo: 
Ernie Husted 

ABOVE: Dick Swan of A.R.M.S. (Dept. 
SOF, 230 W. Center St., W. Bridgewater, 
MA 02379) with his Swan G3 Universal 
Scope Base ($145). It fits all HK G-3 
weapons; and will take on about any scope 
made. 

LEFf: Dick Swan donated $2,100 worth of 
A.R.M.S. products (G3 Scope Base, bipods 
and Mag-Pacs, the dual magazine fasteners) . 
to El Salvador's immediate reaction 
battalion snipers. Swan is shown with Bob 
Brown as he donated merchandise to 
Salvadoran battalion delegate. With the 
profusion of scopes in Central America, the 
G3 Scope Base is needed. 

ABOVE: "Maybe I should buy all .their 
books," thinks conventioneer Benn Squires 
at Paladin ·Press booth. Photo: Marty Casey 

BELOW: Knifemaker Al Mar displays his 
wares. 
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CONVENTION '83 
SDF Draws Full Hause 

• ID Vegas 
Text & Photos by Jahn Metzger 

4. N unconventional convention ... . One 
ft might think that 900 hard-looking 
men in camouflage fatigues and combat 
boots invading and occupying a peaceful 
southwestern U.S. city would raise a few 
eyebrows. In most places, yes, but not in 
Las Vegas, Nev. 

Nothing fazes this town. And so it was 
business as usual for this desert town when 
Soldier of Fortune let loose its Fourth 
Annual Convention, 5-9 October 1983, at 
the Sahara Hotel & Casino. 

Vegas might have taken it in stride, but 
some conventioneers definitely were fazed 
(and dazed) after a week of whooping it up 
in traditional SOF style. This year's con
vention was bigger and better than ever -
the only real disappointment being cancella
tion of the jump school. But it was a great 
show: The Three-Gun International Combat 
Match went off without a hitch, seminars 
were well-attended, weapons demonstra
tions wowed the crowd at the Desert Sports
man Rifle & Pistol Club Range, the exhibit 
hall overflowed with all the latest goodies, 
the banquet hall filled up for speeches and 
awards presentations, and the whole shindig 
culminated with the customary "Let's 
go" - "Why not?" pool party. 

Lanny Provience of Germantown, Tenn., 
took overall honors in the match, as well as 
winning the rifle stage. First-place sponsor, 
Garth Choate of Choate Machine and Tool 
Co., presented Provience with $5 ,000 cash, 
a trophy and a customized Mini-14. He was 
also awarded a presentation bowie knife 
valued at $1, 100 from Bill Bagwell of Bag
well Precision Knives. Bill Rogers came out 
on top in the shotgun match, receiving a 
Benelli shotgun and trophy from L.L. Bas
ton & Co. World pistol champ Rob Leatham 
went home with a .45 and trophy from De
tonics .45 Associates after winning the pis
tol match. Watch for complete match cover
age in March' s SOF. 

Seminars were more popular than ever 
because of better scheduling, which 
allowed everyone to take in all e¥ents, and 
the timely topics presented. One that had 
them craning their necks from the hallway 
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Robert K. Brown 
addresses conventioneers 
before SOF Central 
America slide show. 

was Peter Kokalis' " Assault Rifle: History 
and Future Employment." Kokalis knew 
how to please this crowd. Brig. Gen. Heine 
Aderholt, SOF's Unconventional Opera
tions Editor, gave an informative lecture on 
unconventional air operations in support of 
unconventional ground operations, and a 
sit-rep on air ops in El Salvador. Phil Gon
zales and John Padgett presented a slide 
show of SOF's recent medical aid mission 
to Central America. Robert Caldwell, edit
orial writer for the San Diego Union, and 
Karl Phaler, SOF writer, rounded out the 
Central America discussion with an analysis 
of Soviet activities in the area. 

Dr. John Peters, SOF's Paramedic Op
erations Editor, gave an eight-hour, hands
on survival medicine training course. Noted 
science-fiction and strategic-defense author 
Dr. Jerry Pournelle opened some eyes with 
his lecture: "Deterrent and Defense of 
America in the 1980s. ' ' David Isby and Jim 
Coyne presented the latest developments 
regarding the Soviets in Afghanistan - not 
the stuff you read in the papers, including 
Coyne's interview of two Russian POWs 
found on page 74. 

For the numerous police-types attending, 

Ken Pence of the Nashville Police Academy 
conducted a lively discussion/demonstra
tion on police defensive tactics. For SOFers 
interested in refining their art to a science , 
two seminars attracted attention: " Merce
naries, Foreign Armies and International 
Law," by Dana Drenkowski, SOF' s Avia
tion Editor and a practicing attorney, and 
Andy Langley's " Freelancing as a Military 
Adviser." The POW/MIA issue was 
addressed by Col. Chuck Allen, SOF's 
Vietnam Veterans Affairs Editor, in his 
seminar, "POW/MIA Accountability: 
Government and Private Ventures." Col. 
Allen is probably the most knowledgeable 
person in the country on all aspects of this 
subject. 

One of the most interesting of all semi
nars was conducted by a man known as the 
"Luftwaffe's master interrogator. " Hanns 
Scharff, now a well-known mosaic artist 
from California, discussed " POW Inter
rogation: Correct Technique and Philoso
phy.'' Scharff dealt with the cream of the 
crop of prisoners during WWII: downed 
Allied fighter pilots. 

A heartwarming sidelight accompanied 
Scharff's visit to Vegas. John Scharff, 25 , a 
former Navy Seabee and four-year conven
tion vet, asked a friend if there were any 
seminars worth catching. " Yes," replied 
the friend, "one on POW interrogation. " 
John Scharff looked at the schedule and saw 
the name of the father he had never met. 
Hanns married an American girl after the 
war, but they separated before John was 
born. John and Hanns met here in Vegas for 
the first time. 

''I thought this might happen some day,'' 
said a beaming Hanns. 

"I always thought my life was com
plete," said John, "but now I know it 
wasn't. I'd really reached a low point re
cently, and came to this convention solely to 
relax, and maybe get a better grip on life. 
Then this happened, more than fulfilling my 
wildest dreams." John will visit his father' s 
home in California, and meet three half
brothers he has never seen: "I'll be playing 
catch up with my 'new' family . I'm on 
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ABOVE: A few 
VIPs were 
speakers at 
convention 
banquet 
Saturday night: 
"Chargin' 
Charlie" 
Beckwith, G. 
Gordon Liddy, 
Robert K. 
Brown. LEFT: 
John Scharff 
met his father, 
Hanns, for the 
first time at 4th 
Annual 
Convention. 
CENTER 
RIGHT: Shooter 
Raul Walters 
concentrates on 
shotgun course. 
LOWER 
RIGHT: SOF's 
John Donovan 
and friend (a 
former 
Salvadoran 
guerrilla). 

SOLDll!R OF FORTUNI! 41 



ABOVE: Brig. 
Gen. Heine 

Aderholt 
discusses 

Salvadoran air 
operations. 

ABOVE: Demos 
on Saturday drew 
a full house. 
CENTER LEFT: 
Poster girl "Bo" 
gets into 
convention spirit. 
LOWER LEFT: 
Ex-guerrilla came 
all the way from 
El Salvador to 
pose with SOF 
duffel bag. 



UPPER LEFT: 
Peter Kokalis and 
Carlos Davila get 
ready to fire "Ma 
Deuce" in 
firepower demo. 
LEFT: Two DAV 
conventioneers 
discuss SOF with 
Robert K. Brown. 
Photo: Tim Oest 
LOWER LEFT: 
"Who needs 
elevators?" Fred 
Borchardt 
prepares to have a 
few drinks by the 
pool - seven 
stories below. 

ABOVE: 
Conventioneers 

attending 
awards 

ceremony had 
a lot to cheer 

about. LEFT: 
One hell of a 
way to get to 

the pool party. 



ABOVE: Steyr 
representative 
fires AUG on 

demonstration 
day. RIGHT: Col. 

Chuck Allen 
addressed 

POW/MIA issue 
in his seminar. 

LOWER RIGHT: 
Sam Allen of SOF 

Firepower Demo 
team fires FN 

FAL. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: The 
"Luftwaffe's 

master interrogator ,' ' __ .....,,,,_......, ___________ _ 

Hanns Scharff, 
gave seminar on 

POW 
interrogation 

techniques. 
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RIGHT: Phoenix 
PD chopper pilot 
Al Nordeen fires 
.30-06 Browning 
1919A4 LMG 
during firepower 
demonstrations. 
LOWER RIGHT: 
John Satterwhite 
put on his 
phenomenal trick 
shooting 
exhibition. 

BELOW: 
SOF 
Firepower 
Demo team 
member Sam 
Urschel 
shows off 
M16Al 
Carbine. 
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indefinite vacation right now ." SOF, and 
our readers I'm sure , extend congratulations 
and best wishes to the Scharffs . 

Saturday was demo day at the range. Var
ious firms showed off their latest inven
tions, including supressed SMGs, body 
armor, knife demos , automatic shotguns 
and weaponry of all ilks. John Satterwhite 
put on his amazing shotgun show, with the 
usual " How did he do that?!" crowd reac
tion. Peter Kokalis ran the demonstrations, 
and ended the program with a thunder of 
machine guns: The SOF Firepower Demo 
- pyrotechnics courtesy of SOF's John 
" Dynamite" Donovan. 

The demos, and the whole convention for 
that matter, were filmed and the video is 
available on videotape from Marketing 
Dynamics , Dept. SOF, 4550 Kearny Vi lla 
Rd . No. 107 , San Diego, CA 92123 . 

The convention wound down that night 
with speeches and the awards ceremony in 
the Sahara banquet hall. Master of Cere
monies Donovan kicked things off with his 
usual tall tale, and introduced the speakers. 
" Chargin ' Charlie" Beckwith, the recip
ient of this year 's Bull Simons Award from 
SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown, 
offered a few words , reminding us of what it 
means to be an American: Love it or leave 
it. But he was preaching to a choir. Hoots, 
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ABOVE: SOF writers John Padgett and 
Phil Gonzales compete in traditional pool 
party diving trials. BELOW: Dr. Jerry 
Pournelle discussed America's global 
defense situation in his seminar. 

ABOVE: SOF's Jim Coyne 
shows off award presented 
to Robert K. Brown. 
Inscription reads: 
"Presented to Col. Robert 
K. Brown (USAR) -
Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine - from the 
brave people of 
Afghanistan in recognition 
of his continued support 
and assistance in the fight 
for freedom against Soviet 
aggression and forces of 
occupation in 
Afghanistan." LEFf: 
Robert K. Brown plugs his 
ears as SOF Firepower 
Demo Team blows up 
range. Photo: Tim Oest 

Marine grunts and applause followed his 
every word . Medal of Honor winner Lew 
Millet offered thanks to the man who made 
this all possible, Robert K. Brown. 

Then it was the keynote speaker's tum: 
G. Gordon Liddy. "I'm going to finish the 
talk I started last year," he said , referring to 
the Third Annual Convention in Charlotte 
where he also spoke. He compared NATO 
forces in Europe with the Warsaw Pact, 
criticized the nuclear-freeze movement and 
lashed out against U.S. intelligence policy 
trends , outlining how America has sabo
taged its own covert intell igence and 
espionage capabilities . "We are our own 
worst enemies," he said . His final state
ment, "I feel at home in this room! " 
brought the house down. 

After awards were handed out, it was 
time for a few drinks by the pool. As a 
smoke grenade blew off from behind , en
veloping me in sparks and smoke, I thought, 
"Yup. I'm really at the convention." Not 
that there was any doubt before, but the pool 
party drove the point home. Then the frrst 
revelers jumped in the pool with full cam
mies and boots . It was over - the 1983 SOF 
Convention. And what a fine way to end it. 
Thanks for coming, and we'll see you next 
year!~ 
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Crack SADF Unit 
Earns SWAPO Hatred 

AN aura of mystery and intrigue surrounds the elite 32 
""Battalion of the South African Defense Force (SADF). 

The unit grew out of the chaos of the Angolan Civil War in 
1965-76 when remnants of Holden Roberto's National Front 
for the Liberation of Angola (FNLA) lost out in a three-cornered 
civil war after the Portuguese g;:ive up their former colony in 
1975. 

The arrival of Cuban troops and Russian advisers coupled 
with the curtailment of U.S. aid to pro-Western factions in 
Angola allowed the Marxist Popular Movement for the Libera
tion of Angola (MPLA) to seize power in Angola. 

Fearing retribution from their enemies, the MPLA and many 
members of FNLA and their families fled south under the 
protection of the South African Army, which was leaving Ango
la after Operation Savannah in 1975-76. 

The South Africans - recognizing the determination and 
fighting spirit of these troops - retrained, re-equipped and 
formed them into a battalion led by SADF officers and a 
sprinkling of regular SADF NCOs. 

Its existence was secret until 1981 when the public was told 
officially that it existed, although this was no news to anyone 
who had served with the troops in fighting SWAPO (South 
West Africa People's Organization) ter.rorists. Even today 
though, most of its operations are still shrouded in secrecy. 

In 1978 the battalion received a large influx of soldiers of 
fortune, most of them Rhodesians fed up with the way the 
political winds were blowing iri their struggle with communist 
terrorists. 

Most of these soldiers of fortune, according to battalion 
spokesmen, have been phased out and only 15 or 20 remain. 
So they say, and there is no way to disprove their statements 
a~ they are quite tight-lipped about the subject. One thing is 
certain, 32 Battalion's meres are kept under wraps and out of 
sight from prying eyes. 

Although 32 Battalion has spearheaded all major South 
African incursions into Angola, most of its missions are covert 
small-unit seek-and-destroy operations above the "cutline" -
SADF terminology for the border with Angola. 

Search for SWAPO terrorists and destroy them when found 
is the order of the day. 32 Battalion uses stealth, surprise and 
speed to slip in and out. But the search is nearly always long 
and difficult. It demands skill in bushcraft, the ability to live off 
the land and not require constant resupply. It requires the 
ability to track as keenly as· the Bushman, to travel swiftly and 
silently at night and during the heat of the day across some of 
the toughest terrain in Africa. Searchers must be on constant 
alert and poised for sudden, quick and deadly contact with 
SWAPO. 

46 S~LDIER Of FORTUNE 

32 Battalion troopies at captured SWAPO weapons cache 
in southwestern Angola display Soviet-made SA-7 Grall 

SAM and ComBloc antitank mines. Photo: Al Venter 
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Text & Photos bV Morgan Norval 

GUN WRITER GOES TO AFRICA 
Based in Washington, D.C., Morgan Norval is a former 

Marine who now makes his living as a freelance writer. His 
work has appeared in Conservativ.e Digest and Reason 
magazines, afld he previously served as editor for the 
newsletter, "Political Gun News." Norval has authored a 
book as well, Take My Gun· If You Dare (Desert Publica
tions, 1978). 

This is his second contribution to SOF. His first article, 
"BATF On the Hot Seat" (co-authored with David T. Har
dy), appeared in our December 1979 issue. Norval visited 
the SADF's 32 Battalion in July 1983. We welcome his 
informative work once again to Soldier of Fortune. 
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Sign with 32 Battalion credo outside Camp Buffalo 
Battalion HQ says it all in Afrikaans, Portuguese and 
English. 

Troopies of 32 Battalion in training prior to six-week 
bushtrip. Cammies are similar to SWAPO's. SOF was not 
permitted to photograph tr09ples' faces for fear of 
retribution on soldiers' families in northern Angola. 
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The SWAPO guerrillas have 
well-stocked supply sites ready 

for the taking by the men of 32 Battalion. 

Once contact is made (unless the mission is strictly recon), 
the troops attack the terrorists, who often outnumber them. 
The result is usually a decisive SADF victory. The battalion's 
kill rate is high and has earned it the bitter hatred of SWAPO. 

The size of the COIN (counterinsurgency) units varies with 
the mission but they are normally platoon-size. 

A platoon consists of three sticks of 12 men each and is 
commanded by a white officer. The individual sticks may be 

SWAPO: NOTHING MORE 
THAN BLOODY TERRORISTS 

•· bY. Morg:~ Norv~I 

commanded by either a white or a black NCO. The rest of the 
sticks are black troopers. The platoon's capable black lead
ership cadre is trained to take over and command the platoon 
if white officers or NCOs become casualties. 

ComBloc weapons are normally used during operations. 
This simplifies the resupply problem - the SWAPO guerrillas 
have well-stocked supply sites ready for the taking by the men 
of 32 Battalion . Use of Russian-supplied weapons captured by 

cans launched a combined airborne and mechanized 
assault against two of SWAPO's important bases inside 
Angola. One base~ 250 kiloqii:iters inside Angola, was the 
target of the airbome attack, the other, 28 kilometers from 
the border, by a mechanized column. 

The South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) Both attacks were astoundingly successful : 1,000 SWA-
was founded in Capetown, S9uth Africa, in 1957. It was 

0 
PO military personnel killec! and 20J9 captu~.~,i!j , Large , 

41. originally known as the Ovamboland People's Congress, %•· amounts of equipment were· seized or destroyea and a lot 
since it was, and has always been, primarily made up of of valuable intelligence gathered. The South Africans lost 
member$ of the O.vambo tribe, the largest tribal group in only six men. This loss of trained personnel was a serious 
$G>uthW,est Africa. ~ther nal'!!le change$ followed, first the . blow to .$WAP0,0one from which they have not yet fully< 
Ovamboland People's Organization, then the Soutt:i West cyw recovered. 
Africa People's Organization, its current nom de plume. An incursion by SADF into Zambia. in 1979 had the 

SWAPO originally focused its action on political means salutary effect of stopping Zambia's aid to SWAPO. 
•11to exploit grievances among thi:i Ovambo tribe ·and to agi- In 1980 and 198:1, SABF again attacked SWAf?>O bases 
tate for independence from. South Africa. They weren't inside Angola, killing large numbers of terrorists' and cap-
successful. In 1962 SWAPO leadership decided t0 prepare tu ring huge amounts of equipment. . • 
for armed struggle. Many leaders of the party, including This has forced SWAPO to pull its bases fufther and 

' President Sam Nujoma, left4o seek overseas support for•I further back into Angola under1·the protection of f)l'IPLA and 
.• their cause and to nave terrorist fighters trained abroad. "' their Cuban praetorian guard. Thus, the terrorists now have 

They found their guardian angel in the Soviet Union and to travel great distances before reaching their target areas, 
its surrogates, whq agreed to train and .finance t~eir aetivi- greatly increasing the riSk of discovery .and destr.uction by 
~ties. r\j?. • •h\10·· security forces. Yf!'> • 
· The first shot in SWAPO's'so-callec! "liberation struggle" Another problem SWAPO faces is Jonas Savimbi's UN-
was fired at Onulumbashe in Ovamb0land (north-central IT A forces (National Union for the Total Liberation of Ango
part of SW A/Namibia) on 26August 1966. This border area la). Up to 40 perq~nt of SWAPO is now tied up fighting,2 
'With Arig©la, iri wlilich 0nly a few policemen had been UNITA. .,, ' :Wtc:•• 

stationed, now became an operational area against terror- SWAPO's operations are thus limited to general in-
ists. . timidation using terrorist methods: selective murder of 

The collapse of ~ngola and its subs¢.~.uent tak.eover by headmer:i . politi · and shopkeepers as w~I/ as theirr 
. the MarXiS! MPLA!.gave SW!f.PO a mucn-rieedea shot in' families;' laying min and sabotage. "Rney have resorted to 
the arm. Portuguese pressure in Angojan sanctuaries was abduction of civilians, usually youths or children, to "re
now replaced with MPLA backing and open involvement of cruit" new members for their cause. 
8()viet-~lqc instruct~rs and ~peci~lists. lnfiltrati(;)n acr0ss This has alienated the locaj populatiqn even J! they are : 

'the borEler into their tribal base fn Ovamboland became fellow tribesmen. The security forces are the m'ain benefi~;;w 
easier as a result. ciaries, as it has resulted in gaining the cooperation of a 

Mounting terrorism result~d and SWAPO stated with significant portion qf the local population. A valuable flow of 
great H~g!Jlarity t~at it was· ested in>nothing !e~s thari a, intelligeriee has resulted abc;>ut the presence and move-; 
direct llanding over 0f po n SWA/Namibia:"'* ment of SW/\PO terrorists: Many SWAPO units have been · 

In 1978 Sam Nujoma told the German news magazine, surprised and destroyed or captured while resting or eating 
Der Spiegel, "We have fought. We are entitled to have the as a result of this information. 

1 p9wer. And we will not share .!he pow~r with anyone." u While. the situattsm.seems promising}qr the d~struction .. 
4
'"' ·To emphasize their point, two years later SWAPO's cen~•ew of SWAPO, as long as there is sufficient assistance and "" 
tral committee published a declaration stating, among support from friendly allies, an insurgency can weather 
other things: "The short-term aim is the achievement of almost any setback. SWAPO may be no different. 
national independence; the long-term.aim is the establish- .. .. But tl;le true fate'ofSWAP0j s in the hands ot pq!iticians. 

; ment of a classless society, free from exploitation, based *. If left-wing elements throughout the world impose . their 
on the ideals of scientific socialism." In short, SWAPO is political solution via the United Nations upon SWA/Nami
going to impose equality via the muzzle of an AK-4 7 assault bia, SW APO will be handed its prize. On the other hand, if 
'fie! .. " j ,J"' ,<:, . '· politic<:j.I stability i9~,achieveqjn Namibiawithout ,tJN med-

The South African Defense Forces m©ved to more active '' dling, then political 'conditions can be created that will con
eountermeasures early in 1978. On 4 May, the South Afri- fine SWAPO to the dustbin of history. 
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When shooting it out with SWAPO, 
the familiar Kalashnikov sound adds an 
element of uncertainty to terrorists under fire. 

PKM and RPG-7 armed 32 Bn. troopies guard captured 
cache of AK-47s. Photo: Al Venter 

Cape buffalo, 32 Battalion symbol, shown on cap badge. 
INSET: Six crossed arrows denote 32 Battalion shoulder 
patch. 
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SADF also adds an element of confusion for the enemy. A 
group of armed blacks encountered in the bush carrying SW A
PO weapons can more readily pass as fellow SWAPO com
rades than if they were carrying normal-issue SADF weapons. 

When shooting it out with SWAPO, the fami liar Kalashnikov 
sound adds an element of uncertainty to terrorists under fire. 
They are not able to target their attackers by the gunfire sound 

Continued on page 88 

OPERATION SUPER: 
32 BA TT ALION IN ACTION 

by Morgan . Norval 

During March 1982, 32 Battalion was involved in a rather 
hairy operation that typifies what the battalion usually does. 

Intelligence sources indicated that SWAPO planned an 
intensification of the war by . opening up a new area of 
operation in KaokolaRd, in northwester.n South West Afri
ca. SWAPO's military wing, PLAN (People's Liberation 
Army of ~amibia) was set to the task. 

The reconnaissance wing of 32 Battalion was sent in to 
locate and pinpoint PLAN units involved in the incursion 
into South West Africa. The recces struck paydirt, spotting 

. a large concentration of terrorists near the small town of 
Iona in southwest Angola. 

The recce intel indicated· some 250 terrorists were 
gathered in Iona, which was to be a staging area before 
deploym~nt south across the .''cut-line" into South West 
·Africa. And 32 Battalion sprang into action. 

Seventy-five troops, under the command of Capt. Jan 
Houvgar(l1 .• who was award!3d the Honoris Crux, South 
Africa's equivalent of our Medal of Honor, for his gallantry in 
·the Iona action, were helibome into an immediate attack on 
the terro~ist com:entration. 

The Puma helicopters were directed to their targets by 
the troops of the recce wing, who were still hidden on the 
ground in the target area. 

Thirty troops were deployed as a blocking or - as the 
South Africans call them - "stopper" group, to cut off 
escape foutes ot those terrorists who preferred flight to 
battle. 

Forty-fiye men launched the actual assault on the terror
ists, so suddenly and unexpectedly that it achieved total 
tactical surprise. The attack completely shattered the 
SWAPO 1;1nit. Th()se fortunate enough to surviv~ fled in 
terror into the bush. 

Although outnumber~d almost five to one, the assaulting 
troopies al 32 Battalion killed 201 terrorists; 32 Battalion 
casualties were two men slightly wounded. 

Many of the surviving terrorists, who fled into the bush, 
left spoo~jndicating that they had been wounded. Because 
of the limited, primitive nature of the terrorists' medical 
supplies it is reasonable to assume that quite a few of the 
guerrillas died from their wounds in the bush. 

Huge quantities of arms and ammunition were seized 
and brought back to Oshakati, SADF headquarters in the 
Ovambo sector of South West Africa. 

The terrorist target, Kaokoland, has since become quiet 
and inactive due to this successful raid by the men of 32 
Battalion. 
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Eskimo Guards 
Patrol Alaska's 
Frontier 

Text & Photos by Rick Venable 

SELAWIK, ALASKA- The arctic 
tundra stretches away to nowhere 

around this village of a few hundred 
Eskimos - endless, flat northern desert 
splotched with lakes that look like 
puddles. Rivers curl crazily, having no 
downhill to follow. The lakes, shallow 
and sometimes still frozen on the 
bottom, gleam like mirrors. Nothing 
moves. Roads don' t exist. Getting here 
from the nearest civilization -
Kotzebue, which is barely civilization -
took more than an hour by UH-1. On a 
hot day in summer, a long-sleeved shirt 
is comfortable. In winter .. . well, don' t 
even think about winter. 

I spent the afternoon looking over 
the village with troops of the Eskimo 
scouts, one of the best, strangest and 
least-known outfits in the Army. The 
scouts are Guard, not active Army, but 
they are a funny kind of Guard. Being 
subsistence hunters, they can' t go active 
or their families would starve. Their 
exercises take place only in seasons 
when the men don' t have to hunt, fish 
and look after traps. On the other 
hand, they are never really off duty. 
One of their missions is to serve as the 
Army's eyes and ears in the far north 
and, since they are there anyway, they 
report anything they see any time they 
see it. 

The village is a collection of flimsy 
houses - not igloos (those days are 
gone) - that would not look out of 
place in backwoods Tennessee. They 
are on stilts. Boardwalks connect them. 
The tundra here is soft and treacherous, 
prone to flooding, and gets mushy in 
summer. 

The soldiers showing me around 
were young, good-humored guys, slight 
of build but athletic, and s, oke 
unaccented English that might have 
come from California. They are pretty 
much like other Gls: "Hey, you gonna 
take our picture? Can I get a copy? 
Think I could get a job in Hollywood?" 
One of them ran into his house to get a 
prize beaver pelt to show me. They 
listen to rock. Just ordinary guys. 

Except they aren' t. When the 
weather hits 60 below or worse, these 
guys get in snowmobiles and sail out 
into that white blankness for weeks at a 
time. When the mercury gets down to 
the minus-60 mark, it isn' t cold. It is 
unimaginable. Touch metal with bare 
flesh and you leave the skin behind. 
Batteries die immediately. Film 
becomes brittle, won' t wind without 
breaking, loses sensitivity. Gun oil turns 
solid, making an M16 into a low-grade 
club. Metal things get brittle and break. 
A trip to the latrine is an adventure. 

You can teach troops from the lower 
48 to survive in that kind of cold -
sort of, barely, maybe, for a short time. 
The Eskimos don' t know that there is 
anything to survive. They think their 
weather is normal. 

One of them asked me, "Hey, why 
don' t you come up and go out with us 
for Brim Frost? It' s fun. You don' t get 
cold if you eat enough seal oil. It keeps 

Arctic C-rats are packaged In fur, 
feathers and scales. Eskimo woman 
fllets the day's catch. 
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you warm - from inside, you know?" 
Brim Frost is a big exercise held in 

February, the dead of winter, when 
even some of the Eskimos think it's 
cold. Having no judgment, I said I 
would. I say a lot of damned fool things 
from time to time. Usually associated 
with this magazine. 

The Army knows it has a good thing 
going in these people. 

One officer told me, "From a 
commander's point of view, they are all 
you could ask for. They are already 
trained. They already know how to 
survive here, and that's the hard part of 
the mission. You and I just can' t do it 
the way they can. We'll never be able 
to. For them, it's nothing. 

"We don't even have to teach them 
a lot of military stuff. They can already 
shoot, for example. They live by 
stalking some very wary game. 
Patrolling and recon are things they 
learn as kids. We just show them how 
to use the radios." 

Should the bad guys come into 
Alaska - and Russia· is very close -
the .scouts are not expected to do more 
than harassment as far as actual figh ting 
is concerned. Recon is their real job. An 
active officer who has worked with 
them in training exercises says they are 
sup~rb. " We know where the opfor 
was down to the company level. I 
seriously think we sometimes had a 
better picture of what those guys were 
doing than their own commanders 
had." 

Their equipment is a curious blend of 
modem gear and their own traditional 
stuff. For example, most of them wear 
mukluks instead of military boots. One 
reason seems to be that the Eskimos, 
being Asian, are not shaped exactly like 
whites. The boots fit them a bit wrong 
and cause blisters. Another reason is 
that they just flat like some of their own 
equipment better. 

In winter, their transportation on 
missions is the snowmobile, or snow 
machine as they call it, although some 
still have dogteams for personal use. 
The machines are good for about three 
years before they become too worn to 
be trusted. Snowshoes are standard for 
hoofing it. Graphited M16s and M60s 
provide firepower. The men I asked 
said the 16 performed well. 

Night-vision goggles are important to 
them: In winter, nights last most of the 
day so you have goggles or you don't 
see much. The scouts report that the 
night-vision gear works well. The 
problem is that the batteries are 
perfectly useless after a few minutes' 
exposure to the weather. The solution: 
Keep them inside clothing with wires 
running to the goggles. 

Another job for the scouts is to 

In war troops like this Eskimo will be 
assigned to recon, but they also help 
protect U.S. electronic eyes and ears. 
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protect the Alaskan oil pipeline. The 
Army doesn' t talk about just how they 
plan to do it. The reality is that they 
can't protect it against a determined 
enemy: When I flew up to Prudhoe 
Bay, where the well-heads are, I could 
see the pipeline running below for 
hundreds of unprotected miles. 
Anybody who can live in the tundra 
bush and really wants to get to the line 
can do it. 

Incidentally, the oil fields are worth 
seeing if you have a taste for weird 
places. The land is flat, cold, far north 
of the Arctic Circle and almost without 
features at all. The oil workers live in 
huge, square buildings that look like 
modem apartment houses. Inside they 
are luxurious - carpeted, colorfully 
painted and clean. Food in the 
restaurants is excellent - not just good, 
but super. Trees and plants made the 
one I ate in look like a rain forest. One 
building has a basketball court on top 
under glass, and another building offers 
volleyball. There are weight rooms and 
swimming pools. The fields are run 
mostly from the computer room. 

It isn't really a hardship post. 
When I was there, caribou wandered 

unafraid around the grounds. It was 
chilly even in summer. In winter if you 
tum off your truck without plugging in 
the heaters for oil, water and so on, 
don' t plan to drive it before summer. 

In summer the Eskimos use Japanese 
big-tired three-wheelers to get around. 
They come bounding over the terrain 
like wild men on the things, rifles and 
cargo stuck everywhere. I'm not sure I 
could think of a better tactical vehicle 
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for one man in the tundra. They are 
much more stable than motorcycles 
and, for the terrain, probably as fast. 

In the villages, watching them gut fish 
for the drying racks, or seeing the 
remains of cleaned whales, you realize 
that these people don' t really need 
modem military equipment to do a 
good job of scouting. I don't think all of 
the lower-48 Army guys quite 
understand this. One officer during a 
briefing asked a senior enlisted scout 
how long his men could stay out on 
patrol. 

The fellow had trouble coming up 
with an answer: They can stay out until 
they die of old age if they have to. 
Resupply? Nice if you can get it, but an 
Eskimo's C-rations have antlers and say 
moo, or whatever a caribou says. 

Another officer who works with them 
summed things up well. "They're nice 
people. But if I were on the other side, 
I wouldn' t want to screw with them. 
They can do it to you." ~ 

ABOVE: Remote, hostile, strategic 
Selawik, Alaska. BELOW: Alaskan 
transport, old and new: Dogs get rarer 
as snowmobiles and trikes take their 
place. 

LEFT: Alaska Air National Guard Hueys 
are the only fast way to Selawik. 
BELOW: Food often arrives by whale. 
Remote outposts like Selawik are 
largely self-sufficient. 
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''WHERE'S the war?" the journal
ists demanded as they rushed 

through the streets of Grenada's capital, St. 
George's. 

Smiling Grenadians answered in their 
singsong English, ''The Cubans have gone 
to the hills. Welcome to Grenada. Are the 
Americans going to stay? We want them to. 
It's a good thing you didn ' t wait a few more 
days." 

By Sunday, 30 October, the liberation of 
Grenada was almost complete. 

It was a liberation, not an invasion. Or at 
least that's the way the Grenadians saw it 
when Soldier of Fortune' s team (Editor/ 
Publisher Robert K . Brown, former Ranger 
Rod Hafemeister and myself) arrived on 
Grenada. 

Although rumor had it that significant 
numbers of Cubans were retreating into the 
hills to conduct guerrilla operations, in the 
next 48 hours, SOF's team observed only 
six recently captured prisoners and only 
three of those were Cubans. 

En route to St. George's from Point 
Salines Airport, through swirling dust kick
ed up by aircraft (C-14ls, C-130s and heli
copters) swarming around the strip and 
motor vehicles (either hauled in from the 
United States or confiscated from the 
Cubans and relettered "USA" by Amer
ica ' s 6 ,000-man landing force) , we 
observed few signs that a military action had 
taken, or was taking, place. 

In a quick tour of the area around Point 
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LEFT: SOF Publisher 
Robert K. Brown checks 
out in-basket on desk of 
Grenada's Deputy Minister 
of Defense. ABOVE LEFT: 
Some of "muy secreto" 
documents SOF liberated. 
ABOVE: U.S. OH-60 
"Blackhawk" helicopter 
used in Grenada operation. 

RANGER RODNEY 
Rodney Hafemeister accompanied the 

SOF team to Grenada because he was 
intimately familiar with the Ranger 
Battalions. Having spent over half his 
active duty career with the 2nd Bn. Ran
gers in Ft. Lewis, Wash., Rodney was 
eager to watch "the boys" in real action. 

Rodney, who readily admits to having 
a strong bias concerning the Rangers, 
said of the their Grenada showing: "I'm 
glad that after nine years of training, 
they finally were given the chance to 
show what they could do. I only wish I 
could have jumped with them.' ' Once a 
Ranger, always a Ranger. 

SOF is glad Rodney had the opportun
ity to contribute to its Grenada coverage. 
He is currently a free-lance writer in Ft. 
Bragg, N.C. 

Salines airport, we observed an artillery bat
tery from the 82nd Airborne on the north
east end of the runway, some troops on the 
perimeter, some foot patrols along the road, 
troops in vehicles on the road, numerous 
vehicle checkpoints manned by 82nd Air
borne troops , some abandoned Cuban anti
aircraft guns and several shot up BTR-60s, 
but it was obvious that any real resistance 
had long since crumbled . 

SOF's team got to the island with the first 
big load of press (there were about 160 of 
us) five days afer D-day . Once the mad rush 
for the limited number of rooms in the St. 
James Hotel - we arrived after it was fil
led, but got a room anyway - was over, the 
press hit the streets to find the war and 
Grenadians to interview. 

Most of the press was infuriated about 
being kept off the island during the fighting 
and quite a number of them wanted to prove 
America wrong in taking the island - ex
clude SOF from that category- so the next 
day or two came as a shock to many in the 
press corps . Grenadians everywhere on the 
island greeted us with the same smiles and 
question: "Are Americans going to stay? 
We want them to. " 

There was almost no sign of fighting in 
St.George's. The objectives of the I st and 
2nd Battalions , 75th Rangers, were south of 
town , and the Marines from the 24th Marine 
Amphibious Unit (MAU) operated on the 
other side of the island and north of St. 
George's proper. 
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With the exception of Fts. Frederick and 
Rupert , which had taken a pounding from 
carrier-launched A 7s and C-130 Specter 
gunships, the only signs of damage in the 
center of St. George's appeared to be in
flicted by looters , who had broken into a 
number of stores and attempted to knock off 
one of the city's banks or by the police, who 
had set their own station on fire . 

Marines who moved into St. George's on 
Wednesday (it had not yet been assaulted 
and was theoretically still in hostile hands) 
were as puzzled about their reception on the 
island as most of the press who arrived with 
us on Sunday. One young Marine 
approached Miami Herald reporter Don 
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Bohning (one of seven newsmen who had 
slipped onto the island by boat on Tuesday, 
25 October, the day of the invasion) and 
asked: ''Hey, wait a minute . Can you tell us 
what 's going on? Is the Grenadian Army 
with us or against us?" 

The Marine's confusion was understand
able . The 1,200-man People's Revolution
ary Army (PRA) started laying down their 
weapons , stripping off their uniforms and 
putting on civilian clothes to join the crowd 
welcoming the American liberators shortly 
after the dawn sky over Point Salines filled 
with C-130s and parachuting Rangers, and 
the ocean filled with huge, gray U.S. Naval 
warships. Continued on page 59 
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ABOVE: For Americans, like these three 
82nd Airborne Division men, Grenada was 
a " smiler." Troops wear field-expedient 
rope assault slings on M16Als; soldier in 
center's '16 sports accessory M203 grenade 
launcher. Photo: Alan Oxley, SIPA/Black 
Star. LEFT: Robert K. Brown and Jim 
Graves check desk of People's 
Revolutionary Army intel officer for 
documents. Previous visitor had left sign for 
communists. Photo: Rod Hafemeister. 
RIGHT: Field-gear storage room at Ft. 
Rupert with new Soviet canteens, packs, 
mess kits and entrenching tools was 
unguarded when SOF arrived. Field-gear 
supplies were soon depleted. 
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GRENADA 
SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 

by Jim Graves 

It was the most magnificent sight on 
the island of Grenada. 

It wasn't in the best of condition since 
it had crashed through three floors of the 
Butler House (home of the prime minis
ter) when that building caught on fire 
from 40inm cannan rounds fired from an 
AC-130 Specter. 

Even though the roaring flames had 
done some damage to its exterior, the 
safe was still intact and unopened. 

Ah, what treasures we imagined in
side. Yuri Andropov's order to the 

Bulgarians to hit the Pope. Delivery 
dates for weapons shipments to Latin 
American revolutionaries scheduled to 
arrive at Grenada's new tourist airport in 
I 984. Blueprints for the submarine base 
Grenadians thought the Russians were 
going to build on Grenada's east coast. 
Castro's list of comrades throughout 
Latin America. Bishop's list of politi
cians and journalists he had working for 
him in the United States. 
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Gold. 
Since SOF Publisher Robert K . 

Brown, Washington Times reporter Jay 
Mallin and Lionel ''Chu-Chu'' Pinn, an 
old friend and 30-year Anny veteran 
who started in Darby's Rangers and 
finished in Special Forces, found the 
safe just before the 2000 curfew, they 
were unable to open it that night. Conse
quently, the only topic of discussion at 
dinner for our little group at the St. 
James Hotel was how to get our treasures 
out of the safe. 

Although there were lots of unex
pended ordinance lying around the is-

Trooper from 1st Battalion, 505th Infantry, 
82nd Airborne Division is saved from 
serious injury by his comrades. Trooper lost 
his balance and almost slid under 
restraining strap when OH-60 
"Blackhawk" banked into LZ on search 
operation for Cubans in Grenada's interior. 

land, none of us were too excited about 
ripping apart enough cartridges to get 
sufficient black power to blast the door 
off. I also knew where some perfectly 
good ZSU 23mm cannons and 23mm 
ammo were located, but the trick to pull
ing a "Thunderbolt and Lightfoot" 
routine is figuring out how to get the 
cannon in front of the safe. Since we 
hadn't yet found a demo locker (we did 
the next day), we had no idea where to 
obtain plastic explosives, dynamite and 
detonators. A crowbar was obviously 
not going to work; the safe appeared to 
be a solid, sophisticated one, although 
we had not seen the front because it had 
been blocked by debris, and light was 
fading fast when we found it. 
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Chu-Chu had a great idea. Back in his 
old SF days, he had teamed to operate an 
acetylene torch and there was a fire de
partment with lots of nice East German 
equipment just a couple of blocks from 
the hotel. All fire departments have an 
acetylene torch around to cut people out 
of wrecks. Since Grenadian firemen 
were government employees, and the 
government no longer existed to provide 
the firemen with a weekly check, Chu
Chu assumed the firemen would loan us 
their torch. 

Chu-Chu was delegated to check out 
the site early in the morning. His mission 
was to see if it were possible to open the 
safe with a torch and also to ensure that 
Butler House was still clear of guards . 

After clearing away some of the de
bris, Chu-Chu got very excited when he 
saw that the safe's front had sprung par
tially open from the fall or the heat. It 
was going to be a piece of cake. 

Chu-Chu got down into a position 
where he could shine the flashlight 
through the crack and see into the safe. 
There it was: wads of currency - East
ern Caribbean, Barbadian, U.S. and, 
apparently, currency from other coun
tries. 

Apparently, since Chu-Chu couldn't 
really tell. All the stacks had burned. All 
that was left of our fortune were bits and 
pieces. 0 
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Co11tinued from page 56 

Cuban '' construction workers ,' ' some 
actual laborers and some from a military 
engineering unit , put up st iffer-than
expected resistance around Point Salines 
and some PRA elements did fight back on 
the first and second days at Point Salines, 
Frequente and Ft. Frederick. However , 
most of the PRA , like the overwhelming 
majority of the population , had little love 
for its own commanders and none what
soever for the Cubans. 

At the time of the invasion, Grenada was, 
in theory, under the control of Gen . Hudson 
Austin and the 16-man Revolutionary Mili
tary Council, but , in fact, power was shared 
by Austin and Deputy Prime Minister Ber
nard Coard, and coordinated with the Cen
tral Commmittee of the New Jewel Move
ment. 

Austin and Coard, dedicated pro-Cuban 
Marxists , engineered the house arrest and 
subsequent execution of Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop on 19 October, which trig-

ABOVE: On interior wall 
of AC-130-blasted building 
at Ft. Rupert is New Jewel 
Movement slogan "We will 
rather die than become 
puppets of U.S. 
imperialism. " LEFT: 
Cuban and Grenadian 
PRA prisoners who elected 
not to die are directed to 
temporary holding area by 
U.S. Marine from 24th 
Marine Amphibious Unit 
near Point Salines Airport. 
Photo: Alen Oxley, 
SIPA/Black Star 

gered the U .S ./Organization of East Carib
bean States (OECS) assault on 25 October. 

Directing the NJM from behind the 
scenes were Soviet Ambassador Gennadiy 
I. Sachenev, a four-star general and expert 
in covert actions with ties to the KGB , and 
Cuban Ambassador Julian Enrique Tores
Riza, a senior intelligence officer of the 
Direcion General def Inteligencia (DGI), 
Cuba 's KGB surrogate. 

After American forc es had punched 
through their initial objectives , they moved 
out into the hills to hunt down Cubans and 
PRA soldiers who had fled there. To the 
Gis ' surprise, they encountered no hostile 
looks , much less any hostile fire. Instead , 
convoys of American troops were greeted 
by Grenadians offering gifts of cold soft 
drinks , melons , cheers and information ab
out the hiding places of hold-out Cubans 
and New Jewel Movement leaders. 

Information from locals led USMC Capt. 
David Karcher to the house near St. 
Co11tinued on page 62 
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GRENADA 

THE 
INSERTION 

by Rod Hafemeister 

It was well after dark when the C- l 30s 
departed Hunter Army Airfield, Ga. On 
board, the Rangers made themselves as 
comfortable as they could in the 
cramped quarters of the Hercules air
craft. Most planes were packed with 
equipment filling the length of the cargo 
bays . Some were loaded with jeeps 
crammed with radios, machine guns and 
recoilless rifles. Others carried the "lit
tle birds": OH-6 helicopters converted 
into gunships. 

The lead planes carried the men of 1st 
Ranger Battalion; 2nd Battalion fol
lowed close behind. Commanders hud
dled around commo equipment, receiv
ing the latest intelligence and updating 
plans. Some Rangers tried to catch a 
little sleep in jeep seats or on the limited 
floor space of the cargo bays . Others 
checked weapons and equipment for the 
·thousandth time. Most of the men had 
never seen combat. Nerves were tight. 

Intelligence updates kept coming in, 
and the commanders made a decision . 
Two hours out from Grenada, they 
announced a modification of the original 
plan. Instead of sending in a small air
field-clearing element by parachute and 
landing with the rest of the Rangers, they 
decided to jump as much of the force as 
possible. Only vehicle drivers and other 
personnel necessary to bring in the 
heavy equipment would remain on the 
aircraft. Rangers commenced in-flight 
rigging of their parachutes. 

On the crowded aircraft, normal jump 
procedures were abandoned. There was 

· no way to conduct "station-rigging," 
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the safest in-flight way to rig. Instead, 
the Rangers resorted to "buddy
rigging" each other and inspecting each 
other's equipment. Machine guns and 
mortars were stowed in M-1950 
weapons containers and attached to the 
jump harness. Rifles and grenade 
launchers were clipped to the harness by 
snap-link. Second Battalion decided to 
forego reserve 'chutes; the commander 
felt that at the 500-foot jump altitude the 
reserve could not be deployed in time. 
Non-jump personnel were pressed into 
service as jump safeties and, if qualified, 
jumpmasters. 

Beyond Grenada radar range, the 
Heres dropped to low altitude. Thirty 
minutes out, the final decision was 
made: The jump was a ''GO.'' The Ran
gers attached their rucksacks to harnes
ses and made final equipment checks. 
They knew that the only supplies they 
could count on were the ones they car
ried. The rucks were stuffed with ammo, 
and personal equipment was packed into 
what little room they had left: water, a 
ration or two, poncho and liner, and an 
extra pair of socks - no Ranger goes 
anywhere without a spare pair of socks. 

Shortly after dawn, the Heres roared 
across the coast of Point Salines at 500 

· feet. Cuban defenders, prepared for an 
amphibious assault by Marines, looked 
up in shock. Dozens of paratroopers 
spilled from the open doors of the air
craft, exiting via the "shotgun" 
method, where the jumpers use both 
doors and exit without hesitation . No 
jumpmaster commands are given. It ' s 
the fastest way to clear a bird; it also 
carries a greater hazard of mid-air colli
sions between jumpers. The Rangers de
cided to minimize this hazard by jump
ing non-steerable T-10 parachutes in
stead of their normal MC 1- IB (steer-

LEFT: Troopers from 1st Bn., 505th Infantry 
take shelter at Cuban base at Point Calivigny. 
Photos found there indicate it was used as 
training base for Pan-American guerrillas. 
ABOVE: Jay Mallin holds up lid of some 
Cuban economic aid. Boxes were labeled "Pack 
Rice, 100 Pounds" on front and "Oficina 
Economica Cubana" on top. Boxes contained 
7.62X39 cartridges for AK-47s. Photo: Rod 
Hafemeister. RIGHT: Troopers from B Co., 
307th Infantry, 82nd Airborne display guns 
found in five warehouses near Grenada's 
airport: (left to right, front row) Soviet PKM 
GPMG, M1944 Carbine, British Sterling SMG, 
folding-stock AK, Brit L7A2 GPMG, (back 
row) Federal 203A 38mm Riot Gun, FN MAG, 
Czech M26 SMG, Lewis Gun, Ml944 and Sten 
Gun. Photo: R. K. Brown 

able) canopies . Of course, as happens in 
every military operation, not everyone 
gets all the information. 

One Ranger described the jump: "I hit 
the turbulence outside the aircraft and 
saw my ruck start twisting in the breeze, 
tangling up my attaching straps. As soon 
as I felt opening shock I glanced at my 
canopy and reached for my [steering] 
toggles . Surprise! No toggles! I figured I 
had a malfunction and my toggles were 
missing until I looked at my ' chute 
again. I realized there were no cutouts in 
the canopy. My first thought was, 'What 
the fuck?!' My second was, 'It's a god
damn T-10!' 

"By now I was getting pretty close to 
the ground, so I untangled my ruck and 
pulled the quick releases . As I reached 
for my risers to pull my landing slip , I 
noticed I hadn't felt the jerk of the ruck 
on the end of my lowering line. Just then 
I heard a big explosion and looked down 
to see my ruck smoking on the ground . 

"I hit, got dragged and got my 'chute 
under control. I got out of the harness 
and tangled my 'chute in some concerti
na wire to keep it from blowing back on 
the airstrip. Then I snatched up the re
mains of my ruck and headed for the 
assembly area. 

"When I got a chanc·e to examine it, it 
was obvious what had happened. In the 
turbulence my lowering line had been 
jerked loose. When the ruck hit, the 
LAW [Light Antitank Weapon] had ex
ploded - I couldn't find a trace of it. I 
cut open the container of the mortar 
round I was carrying and found the fuse 
hanging out; I abandoned it. My rations 
and water had gone up in the blast. Of 
the 400 rounds of machine-gun ammo I 
had, I salvaged about 25." 

As the Rangers rained down from the 
aircraft, the Cubans attempted to fire on 
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them with their air defense weapons. As 
planeload after planeload of Rangers fil
led the sky , the Cubans realized they had 
made a serious tactical mistake: They 
had placed their guns on the surrounding 
hills and could not depress them enough 
to bring effective fire to bear. They were 
prepared for an amphibious landing, but 
had never expected an airborne assault 
from 500 feet at 150 knots. 

AC-130 Spectre gunships started sup
pressing the defenders as soon as the 
jump started. The first planes discharged 
the jumpers of the 1st Bn. and , right 
behind, came the planes of 2nd Bn. One 
Ranger described the jump as " max 
pucker-factor. " While some of the men 
said they realized there was ground fire 
coming at them, others said they were 
too busy to notice until they hit the 
ground. One Ranger said he just relied 
on the " Big Sky/Little Bullet Theory: 
There's a lot of sky up there and those 
bullets are awful tiny.'' 

The 20-knot ground winds were well 
above peacetime safety restrictions . De
spite that, 2nd Bn. suffered only one 
serious jump casualty , a broken leg. Of 
course , a number of bruises , contusions 
and sprains resulted, but the intense dis
cipline and professionalism of the Ran
gers allowed them to carry on their mis
sion . 

As soon as the Rangers hit the ground 
and started linking up with their com
rades , the worst fear was over. The 
greatest terror to a soldier is being alone; 
once he is with the men he has worked 
and trained with his confidence in
creases dramatically . Teams of Rangers 
started challenging pockets of defenders 
and, from these encounters, "hero stor
ies" abound . One team captured 17 
Cubans and 15 automatic weapons, in
cluding an RPK , while going after a 
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sniper. 
The Cubans had driven spikes into the 

runway to prevent its use. One Ranger 
commandeered a steam roller and com
menced to run up and down the strip , 
driving the spikes into the ground . Some 
Rangers set up security while others 
cleared the airstrip of equipment and 
construction materials. 

The Rangers were able to minimize 
their casualties for several reasons . One 
was the ineptness of the Cubans: Their 
weapons were brand-new (still dripping 
cosmoline) and most had not been 
zeroed . Also , the Cubans had much of 
their force in the wrong place . Only one 
company was on the airstrip, near the 
tower. The other two were on the reverse 
slope of the hills, guarding the sea 
approach . When these two companies 
attempted to withdraw later, they ran 
into a large element of !st Bn. and were 
defeated in a major fire fight. 

Probably the biggest factor in the Ran
gers ' favor was the use of overwhelming 
firepower. At every contact , the Rangers 
utilized their available weapons to max
imum advantage. Key among these were 
the Spectre gunships. One Ranger de
scribed Spectre as " just like having a 
sniper in the sky ." 

While the Rangers consolidated , the 
insertion aircraft flew to Barbados and 
refueled . As soon as the strip was se
cured and sufficient runway cleared , 
they air landed the rest of the equipment. 
The first C- l 30s started landing less than 
l '/2 hours after the jump. By this time the 
Rangers realized they were faced with 
significantly more resistance than had 
been expected. The message went out to 
higher headquarters: Send the reinforce
ments. Units of the 82nd Airborne Divi
sion already on alert were on the way; 
the rest of the 82nd and the 18th Air-

borne Corps were put on alert . 
By early afternoon, the Rangers own

ed the airstrip. They decided to push a 
large movement-to-contact out the 
northeast side of the strip to eliminate 
opposition. Ranger units are too light to 
go into a defense. Their best defense is to 
keep pushing the enemy so hard he has 
no time to regroup. 

Unfortunately for the enemy, this was 
the time they chose for a counterattack. 
As the Rangers started to move out, 
three BTR-60 armored vehicles came 
roaring across the open area. 

" It was great , " said one Ranger. 
"Every guy with a 90 [recoilless rifle] or 
a LAW was yelling , ' Let me at 'em! Let 
me at ' em! ' Tubes were firing every
where. The rest of us were busy getting 
out of the way and avoiding the back
blast. Then Spectre joined in and there 
was shit flying everywhere! They blew 
those suckers to king shit!" 

The Rangers totalled two of the 
BTRs. The other tried to escape but 
didn't get far. The "flying sniper" 
opened up with his automatic weapons 
and finished him. 

Later that afternoon , members of both 
battalions formed a team that went down 
to the True Blue medical campus and 
brought out the first group of students. 
By dusk , elements of the 82nd had 
started landing . The Rangers turned over 
some of the perimeter and were able to 
decrease security slightly. Some ele
ments went to 50 percent and were able 
to allow their people some well-earned 
rest. Rumors started flying that , with the 
arrival of the 82nd , the Rangers might be 
extracted the next day . Little did the men 
of the two battalions know they faced 
two more major operations on Grenada 
before they could leave. D 
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GRENADA 
Continued from page 59 

George's where Coard, his Jamaican-born 
wife, Phyllis (also a prime leader of the 
anti-Bishop forces on the Central Commit
\ee), and some other NJM leaders were hid
ing on Saturday, 29 October. Coard initially 
indicated he would not surrender, but 
changed his mind when the Marines 
targeted antitank weapons on the house. 
Capt. Karcher reported that Coard came out 
muttering, "I am not responsible . I'm not 
responsible." While Coard waited in the 
Marine compound at Queen's Park to be 
heli-lifted to the USS Guam, a hostile crowd 
of Grenadians gathered to mock him, chant
ing, "C is for Coard, Cuba and Commun
ism." 

The next afternoon, 30 October, Gen. 
Austin was captured in a similar fashion: 
Locals tipped the 82nd Airborne that Austin 
waS' hiding in a house at Westerhall on the 
east side of the island. 

With the invasion action virtually com
pleted, the only thing for SOF to do was to 
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piece together from the troops what had 
taken place (see Rod Hafemeister's stories, 
"The Insertion," p. 60 and "The Raid," p. 
64), to find out what had led to Reagan'.s 
decision to send the troops to this Caribbean 
island. 
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FAR LEFT: Trooper from 505th Infantry 
overburdened with basic load and "basic 
load" of Soviet souvenirs from Cuban 
training camp at Point Calivigny. Strapped 
to his pack is Soviet/Cuban helmet; he 
carries U.S.-issue Dragon M47 
antitank/assault wire-guided rocket. Photo: 
Rod Hafemeister. LEFT: Cuban, who went 
civilian and hid for five days in botanical 
garden in St. George's, made the mistake of 
firing round at 82nd Airborne troops. 
Handcuffed, Cuban hero waits for 
transportation to POW pen. RIGHT: 
"Construction tools" found near Point 
Salines airport: Czech M24 SMG, 
U.S .-made Federal 203A Riot Gun, M3Al, 
Sten and Sterling SMGs, and AK-47S with 
recent-issue composition magazines. FAR 
RIGHT: Capt. Blatti, Operations Officer, 
1st Bn., SOSth Infantry, 82nd Airborne, 
coordinates "Blackhawk" flights to LZs in 
search operation for Cubans on Grenada. 
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.GRENADA 

THE RAID 
by Rod Hafemeister 

By Thursday noon , the Rangers were 
ready to go home. All the students had 
been rescued, the airfield was firmly 
under the control of U.S. forces, and 
large numbers of the 82nd Airborne Di
vision troops were on the island . Plus the 
Rangers were reluctant to be placed 
under the control of another unit (in this 
case, the 82nd). Historically , Rangers 
have been misused by other comman
ders and put into situations beyond their 
unique capabilities. There was some 
worry that this could happen again. Un
known to the men; they were about to get 
handed one more mission. In this case, 
however, it was to be a class ic Ranger 
mission - a raid. 

The commanders had determined that 
it was time to clean out the training camp 
that had been established at Calivigny 
Point. They decided that the best way to 
do this was by an airmobile raid, using 
the Rangers. 

It was another case of "here's the 
mission, do it now." The men had less 
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ABOVE: Soldiers from 307th Infantry, 
82nd Airborne with their unit color and 
captured People's Revolutionary Militia nag 
in front of arms warehouse. Photo: Rod 
Hafemeister. LEFT: Soviet BTR-60PB, also 
called BTR-60PKB, rests upside down at 
north end of Point Salines airfield where 
75th Rangers left it. At least three 
BTR-60PBs were used in Cuban and PRA 
counterattack. Rangers knocked out these 
with 90mm recoilless riOes. Photo: Rod 
Hafemeister 

than an hour to prepare for it, but the 
Rangers constantly practice raids in 
training and their experience had pre
pared them for quick action. The real 
strength of a Ranger unit is the high level 
of professionalism in even the lowest
ranking troop. Once on the objective, 
the average Ranger sees what needs to be 
done and does it. 

The men loaded up on UH-60 Black
hawk helicopters late in the afternoon. 
The plan was to assault the camp with 
four choppers per lift, each carrying ab
out 15 Rangers. Prior to the assault, A-6 
Intruders and AC-130 Spectres would 
prep the camp. For the first time since 
the operation started, the Rangers were 
faced with a strictly military target and 
did not have to take measures to avoid 
civilian casualties. 

Best available intelligence indicated a 
sizable force of People's Revolutionary 
Army (PRA) [Grenadians], Cubans, and 
possible other foreign nationals in the 
camp. The Rangers intended to hit it 
with as much firepower and shock action 
as they could muster. While the first lifts 
of Blackhawks circled offshore, the air 

Some Grenadians claim Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop, two of his ministers and 
two labor leaders were executed by PRA in 
front of this portrait of Che Guevara in Ft. 
Rupert. 

Somehow we suspect Cuban POW at Point 
Salines holding pen did not like "Peace 
Through Superior Firepower" T-shirt 
SOF's Managing Editor Jim Graves wore 
while taking 1his photo. 

assets, supported by 105mm howitzers 
of the 82nd, bombarded the camp. 

The first four Blackhawks roared in 
across the water and popped up over the 
seaside cliffs. As they hit the ground the 
Rangers boiled out, firing into the com
pound. As the choppers started to lift, 
one pilot was hit by small-arms fire and 
lost control of his bird . It crashed into 
another of the Blackhawks and a third , 
trying to avoid the collision, hit a build
ing . As the second lift popped over the 
cliff, they were greeted by the sight of 
three UH-60s wrecked on. the ground. 
One of the Rangers on the second lift 
described it: 

' ' As soon as we saw the LZ, the pilots 
started getting kinky. They didn ' t know 
what was down there and were not at all 
happy with the situation. They landed on 
the first piece of open ground they could 
find and we dove off the birds. They 
didn't want to stay on the ground and I 
damn sure didn ' t want to stay on the bird 
if somebody was shooting at it. As they 
took off, we realized that we were on the 
wrong side of the objective. We maneu
vered around to where we were sup-
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Operation Urgent Fury Tuesday, 25 October: 

1. Navy SEALS make predawn landing. 
2. 400 Marines heli-lifted from USS Guam conduct helicopter assault on Pearl's airport. 

Airfield secured within two hrs. & USS Guam moves to west coast. 
3. Army Rangers parachute into new airstrip at Point Salines and meet heavy resist

ance. Airport secured in two hrs. 
4. Rangers secure True Blue medical school campus, then move north to Frequente, 

encountering heavy fire. 
5. Two battalions of 82nd Airborne head into Point Salines to join Rangers. 
6. Rangers continue north from Frequente to rescue students at Grand Anse Campus, 

encountering heavy resistance along way. 
7. 250 Marines with five tanks and 13 amphibious vehicles land and secure Governor's 

house. 

Caribbean Sea 

A quick trip to Ft. Rupert, just about 100 
yards up the hill behind the St. James hotel, 
by Washington Times reporter Jay Mallin, 
Lionel "Chu Chu" Pinn, an old friend of 
SOF, and myself uncovered the fact that no 
one was guarding the NJM Central Commit
tee headquarters, the deputy minister of de
fense's office nor the equipment stores at Ft. 
Rupert. 

On Monday morning, Mallin and the 
SOF team searched all three locations. In 
addition to a fine collection of new Soviet 

posed to be and started moving in." 
Opposition on the objective was non

existent. The majority of the enemy 
forces had moved out earlier, leaving 
only an eight- to 12-man element. Dur
ing the prep fire, they had apparently 
moved to the next ridgeline and were 
firing on the assault troops from there, 
one having caused the chopper crash. 

As the Rangers swept through the 
objective and secured it, medics went to 
work at the crash site. The crash caused 
the deaths of the only members of 2nd 
Battalion killed on the entire Grenada 
operation. Three men were killed when 
the choppers collided. Several more 
would have died except for the prompt 
action and skill of the Ranger medics. 

The A-6s and AC-130s returned and 
silenced the fire from the opposite ridge
line. As darkness approached, the Ran
gers established a defensive perimeter 
and dug in. They would have to hold the 
camp until morning, when the wrecks of 
the Blackhawks would be extracted. 

Ranger intelligence teams began col
lecting documents and information. 
They detennined the size of the defend-
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helmets, canteens, mess kits, packs, AK-47 
bayonets, military manuals and the NJM 
flag that had flown over the fort, SOF pick
ed through the papers scattered around the 
office of Lt. Col. Ewart Layne, Grenada's 
deputy minister of defense. 

The intelligence finds (we also located 
documents in Ft. Frederick and Butler 
House, the prime minister's office) were 
significant: shipping manifests of weapons 
from the USSR, through Cuba to Grenada; a 
defense treaty between the USSR and Gre-

ing element from the number of bunks 
made up in the barracks and the quantity 
of food left cooking on the stove. They 
discovered that at one time there had 
been as many as 400 Cubans in the 
camp. They confiscated rosters of unit 
personnel, weapons sign-out sheets with 
weapons serial numbers, and pictures of 
graduating classes. The pictures showed 
a motley asso~ent of troops and uni
fonns from several different nations. 
These pictures were later put to good use 
by the Multi-National Force in identify
ing suspected guerrillas. The Rangers 
determined that the school had been 
established to train forces for the over
throw of other Central American and 
Caribbean states. The school had an 
obstacle course, weapons range, air de
fense site and barracks. Captured litera
ture showed that the school conducted 
political indoctrination and basic combat 
training. Command Sgt. Maj. Voyles, 
2nd Bn., described the camp as "Fort 
Benning South." 

After an unopposed night, the Ran
gers prepared for extraction. CH-53 
helicopters arrived and back-hauled the 

nada; a roster of Grenada's militia; a sum
mary of Political Bureau meetings; a top
secret report from a Grenadian double agent 
who was trying to infiltrate a CIA operation 
on Barbados; a counter-intelligence sum
mary; rosters and correspondence relating 
to the training of Grenadian PRA members 
in the USSR, Cuba and Vietnam; a training 
agreement between Grenada and Nicaragu
a; and miscellaneous correspondence from 
Cuba, including one letter from Fidel Castro 
to the Central Committee written after 
Bishop was arrested. 

In general, the documents and other 
physical evidence observed by SOF and in
fonnation gleaned from other documents 
recovered by the U.S. forces and released in 
November indicated that: 1) Cuba and the 
USSR were turning Grenada into a strategic 
military base; 2) as in Libya and Nicaragua, 
more weapons than Grenada could ever use 
had been shipped to the island; 3) Bishop 
was killed because of a power grab by Coard 
and because he was not as pro-Cuban as 
other Central Committee members thought 
he should have been; 4) the NJM was losing 
control of the country because of its exces
sive pro-Cuban and pro-communist atti
tude; and 5) some well-known Americans 
had highly questionable dealings with the 
NJM. 

Highlights from the documents recovered 
by SOF: 
•A USSR-Grenada treaty and three ship
ping manifests show that the USSR was 
pouring in more arms than was reasonable 
for Grenada's 1,200-man PRA. Based on 
the shipping manifests and examination of 

Continued on page 82 

three wrecked Blackhawks. Then other 
Blackhawks outloaded the Rangers back 
to Point Salines. Word came down that 
the Ranger mission was over and that 
they could expect to be flying back to the 
States that night. 

As the Rangers prepared for their de
parture, Lt. Col. Ralph L. Hagler Jr., 
commander of the 2nd Bn., addressed 
his troops. "You accomplished all mis
sions in an outstanding manner,'' he 
said. "It doesn't get any better than 
this." 

That night the Rangers started extract
ing. Ahead lay reunions with comrades 
and loved ones, memorials for the dead 
and decorations for the living. Because 
of the intensity of combat, the normal 
time requirements were waived for the 
award of the Combat Infantryman 
Badge. Additionally, everyone who 
jumped was awarded the combat star for 
his jump wings. The Rangers had faced 
their first real test since being formed in 
1974, and had demonstrated that Ran
gers truly "Lead the Way." O 
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"From the communists," he chuckled, 
brushing his thin brown hair over a small 
bald spot. He pulled a self-drawn detailed 
map of the area from his back pocket, and 
explained a plan to rustle four cows from a 
Sandinista "toad," or informant. "The 
communists stole them from the campesi
nos and gave them to the toad for squeal
ing." 

The cattle grazed in a clearing two or 
three kilometers from El Castillo, The Cas
tle, a colonial Spanish stone fortress over
looking the San Juan River five klicks from 
the border. Here, 250 to 300 Sandinista 
troops had holed up after being repeatedly 
and severely bloodied trying to drive Con
tras out of their jungle redoubts down
stream. Israel delicately slid his index finger 
over the paths the guerrillas would follow to 
snatch the cattle, and then pointed out the 
spots where they would lie in ambush for 
any enemy patrol that happened by. 

"Would you like to go?" he asked. 
"Sure," I agreed. 
It was close to 1800 hours, dinner time. 

The guerrillas gently leaned their rifles 
against the porch wall or picket railing and 
shuffled over rotted floorboards into the 
candle-lit room. One by one they entered 
the squalid kitchen and grabbed unwashed 
spoons and tin plates, upon which the cross
eyed Panamanian brujo (sorcerer) and Dona 
Julia, the frail senora of the house, ladled 
generous helpings of greasy fried rice, fri
joles and hard-boiled bananas. 

The kitchen's fire had turned into embers 
and ash on a blackened stone slab. The dark 
brown faces looked caramel-glazed in the 
ebbing glow as they licked their chops; 
these ARDE guerrillas are campesinos who 
have been raised on this diet. I too was 
hungry, but tired of eating the same bland 
food two or three times a day. I thought of 
the beef and how good it would taste. 

My stomach finally won out and I 
reached for a plate. Some guerrillas had 
already finished and were filling dirty tin 
cups with coffee from a big black-metal pot. 
After filling my plate, I headed for the 
porch. Everyone on the porch ate quietly 
and listened to the clandestine radio broad
cast of ARDE's "Voice of Sandino." Pas
tora's voice crackled distortedly from the 
faulty, cheap transistor radio. He was talk
ing about the impact of the U.S. Navy 
gunships off Nicaragua's coast, but I 
couldn't catch much of what he said . Dona 
Julia's husband, Don Domingo, was feed
ing the pigs and their squealing drowned 
ComandanteZero's words. The pigs hushed 
in time for me to catch the anthem that 
closes the broadcast at 1900 hours. 

The guerrillas stayed up for another hour 
talking quietly about Pastora's message or 
the war in general, then unraveled their 
white macem hammocks from thin beams 
overhead, took off their boots and fell 
asleep in their clothes. Their sleeping faces 
appeared completely relaxed, with no appa
rent worries. After all, their accommoda
tions were luxurious compared to the rain 
forest where many guerrillas stayed. They 
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Unlikely cowboys, ARDE troops are ready 
to rustle red beef with S&W SMG and 
AKMS. 

had a roof over their heads , plentiful (if not 
tasty) food, running water and self-service 
laundry - if you counted the river. And 
they were securely ensconced in the rear of a 
network of encampments stretching at least 
60 kilometers into the bush and along the 
banks of the San Juan River. They didn't 
have to worry about the Sandinistas sneak
ing up on them. 

I stayed with Israel in his private eight
by-10-foot quarters in the rear comer of the 
house. Since I was the guest, he gave me his 
bed: a wooden platform with a thin foam
rubber cushion. He took the green nylon 
hammock parallel to it. We listened to the 
"Voice of America," broadcast in Spanish, 
while drifting off to sleep. 

At 0500 hours, I was awakened by the 
thudding of boots on wood and Israel's 
hacking cough. I climbed out of bed and put 
on my leather workman's shoes. I ducked 
under Israel's hammock and looked out the 
window. Fog shrouded the landscape. From 
the wet grass, I knew it had rained during 
the night. Israel made a gallant effort to get 
up but surrendered to the fever, chills, in
flamed throat and sore muscles. 

"Oh, I feel lousy, " he moaned. "I never 
get sick. What could have happened?" I 
could guess: He was just the latest victim of 
an apparent streptococcus epidemic encour
aged by unsanitary habits. 

I walked onto the porch where the guerril
las were drinking coffee and waiting for 

breakfast. One handed me a cup. It was 
tepid and loaded with sugar. Salsa music 
blasted from the radio. Someone flipped it 
to the "Voice of Sandino" 0500 broadcast. 
Israel managed to force himself out of bed 
for the 0700 breakfast: rice, beans and 
boiled bananas (surprise) . 

Other than the two who took their turns as 
sentries for three hours, the guerrillas were 
free to do whatever they wanted. The fog 
had disappeared and the sun shone bright 
and hot. Many slouched listlessly on the 
porch, fanning themselves with their green 
caps, lost in their own thoughts . The 
seemingly interminable card game con
tinued, and clean rifles were cleaned again. 
A Bible was passed around, and the few 
who could read at all struggled to read aloud 
to themselves and their illiterate brothers. 

Chapatin enlivened things with his 
sleight-of-hand antics. His smile gave him 
an impish look and revealed a gold-framed 
front tooth, which only drew attention to the 
spaces where teeth had been that didn ' t re
ceive dental treatment. He looked 10 years 
older than his 36 years. He reminded me of a 
Hollywood Indian medicine man dressed in 
khaki . He was squat and paunchy. His 
weathered, mahogany, whiskered face was 
endowed with high cheek bones, and his 
black almond eyes crinkled at the comers. 
Put a feathered hat and a caretaker's coat on 
him and he'd definitely look the part. 

"Hey, mister, these are your cows," he 
said, setting nine beans on a stool. "My 
hands are rustlers . I'm going take away your 
cows with your complete approval." I 
vowed he wouldn't. Then he jumped me 
through the hoops and did exactly what he 
said, leaving me shaking my head. 
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ABOVE: One of three boatloads of ARDE 
soldiers on San Juan River en route to 
cattle-rustling mission in El Castillo. They 
are armed with AKs. 

BELOW: ARDE guerrillas practicing with 
four B-10 recoilless guns in front of 
encampment. Israel mans first B-10 from 
right; Tadeo, El Castillo zone commander, 
is behind B-10 second from right. 
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ABOVE: Back at ARDE encampment, 
guerrillas butcher one of three 
"communist" cows for feast. 

LEFT: Bullet-scarred Brem en, cargo ship 
donated to Sandinistas by East Germany, is 
grounded in low water on San Juan River 
after being taken out of action by ARDE 
guerrillas in May '83. 
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"Oh, mister, I'm sorry," he said with a 
crocodile sigh. "But muchas gracias. Ha, 
ha, ba." 

"Hey, Chapatin, make water," yelled 
someone. He supposedly had squeezed wa
ter out of a spoon, but he would not do the 
trick for us . 

Chapatin has some stories which aren't so 
funny. He tells a harrowing tale of how he 
had been just an ordinary campesino when 
the Sandinistas accused him of being a Con
tra and arrested and tortured him. When he 
refused to become their stooge, they plan
ned to shoot him. But he t .;caped and joined 
ARDE. 

Dona Julia ' s 5-year-old daughter ran 
down the porch steps to help her mother 
hang out laundry. A pack of emaciated, 
flea-infested dogs sprang out from under the 
porch and jumped around the child . The 
93-year-old grandfather squatting nearby 
lifted the machete he was sharpening on a 
pumice block and shooed them away. His 
failing eyes were as gray as his hair and 
scraggly beard. But otherwise he was in 
great shape and very lucid. He interjected 
funny remarks into the conversation of the 
four guerrillas leaning on the rickety fence 
behind him. They were joshing the mute 
who did chores around the camp about his 
baggy pants. They gestured that it was 
women' s dress . He gestured his disagree
ment and laughed along . 

I asked Israel when the mission would 
begin . "A little later. We have to wait for 
Tadeo," the man responsible for the 700 
guerrillas in the zone. 

At 1000 hours Israel formed eight guerril
las on the now-dry grass . Dragonflies 
swarmed around them. Cans of sardines 
with mixed vegetables , Nestle's sugared , 
condensed milk and packs of cigarettes, 
soda crackers and oatmeal were handed out 
for them to put into their U.S. Army knap
sacks . After he gave instructions and a pep 
talk, he turned to a guerrilla and told him to 
fetch me a knapsack and show me how to 
fasten it. 

It wasn' t necessary. I figured it out my
self. This wasn' t my first military operation 
with ARDE guerrillas . I had accompanied 
them a month-and-a-half ago on an op near 
La Esperanza Dos against Sandinistas who 
were strafing unarmed campesinos trying to 
flee to Costa Rica (see " Escape from Sandi
nismo," SOF, January '84) . 
from Sandinismo," SOF, January '84) . 

I packed my rations, then climbed along 
with eight others into a long, narrow boat. 
The bearded pilot sat on the stern' sedge. He 
looked like he had downed too much guzusa 
(moonshine) last night. His puffy cheeks 
jiggled with each bob of the boat. His long , 
greasy hair was stuffed under his sports cap. 
He yanked the starter rope of the topless 
Johnson outboard a couple of times, reat
tached the top , then slowly lowered the buz
zing propeller into the murky water. It 
churned out a muffled gurgle. We were off. 

Eden Pastora's ARDE guerrillas after 
successful raid on El Castillo. 
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First we made a quick stop on the Costa 
Rican side to pick up supplies for an en
campment on our way upriver. Chief of 
Zone Tadeo double-checked the inventory: 
two large sacks each of rice and beans , one 
50-kilo bag of sugar, medicines , etc. Tadeo 
knew I had fought for ARDE before and, 
seeing me suited up for combat , lifted his 
big, bony right hand to the heavy-set pro
truding bones under his th ick eyebrows and 
gave me a good-humored sa lute. He 
appeared in his late 30s and had been a small 
farmer before the Sandinistas took his land. 
His thinness and the wide-brimmed green 
hat on his bushy hair made him look taller 
than his five feet eight inches , despite the 
fact that he slumped his shoulders . His most 
noticeable characteristic , though, was his 
thick, well-groomed beard . 

"Ready to get some beef?" he asked 
enthusiastically , softly holding my arm. 

"Of course," I said as I loaded onto 
another boat. 

Boat loaded , we cut up the slow current; a 
spray flew back in a Y vortexed at the bow. I 
waved to Matallana, who was on the north
ern bank fishing. He was the oldest guerrilla 
I've known, a 63-year-old Costa Rican , but 
with the body of a 30-year-old. The fish 
weren't biting and he was frustrated. Being 
too familiar with the daily diet of rice, beans 
and green bananas, I empathized. 

We navigated a series of curves and came 
across the bullet- and rock-scarred hulk of 
the Bremen, a cargo ship donated to the 
Sandinistas by East Germany. In May '83 , 
the guerrillas hit it with RPG and rifle fire 
and grounded it in the low water near the 
Costa Rican side. The EPS detachment 
aboard fled into the Costa Rican bush and 
the guerrillas recovered a large cache of 
arms , munitions and supplies. As we turned 
the bend beyond it , the waters turned chop
py. We plodded through and it was smooth 
sailing the rest of the way to Chief of Pele
ton Javier's encampment, where we tied up 
and unloaded the cargo. 

Tadeo's boat pulled up shortly with more 
men. He gathered them, the guerrillas I 
came with and some who had come down 
from another encampment, under the small 
skinny trees next to the decaying planks of 
what used to be a dock. Rations for those 
who didn't have any were distributed, and 
then he formed two units of five men each 
and one of eight. I was one of the eight. 
Instructions were given and we embarked 
for the mouth of the Bartola River, seven 
kilometers downstream from El Castillo. 

My group was the first shuttle. The boat 
turned a curve and slowed to the pace of an 
Australian crawl when the straw-thatched 
house on the comer of the San Juan and 
Bartola became visible 500 meters away. 
The men tensed. Just two weeks earlier San
dinista border guards ambushed and killed 
three guerrillas nearby . Campesinos said 
the Sandinistas had withdrawn recently, but 
maybe they were mistaken . 

Continued on page 90 
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SOF Joins Dry Run for 
Managua Raid 

ARDEAIROPS 
Tex.t & Photos by Steve Salisbury 

I T was a lazy Central American Sunday 
mornjng some weeks after my cattle

rustling adventure. I was drinking coffee at 
an ARDE checkpoint in northern Costa Rica 
waiting for a supply truck to return me to 
Israel's river encampment when " Natha
niel ," a Costa Rican logistics man, asked if 
I'd like to go out for a ride. I had nothing 
else to do, except lounge in the hammock of 
an enclosed living room/veranda or try to 
put the make on the radio girl, so I agreed 
and squeezed in the red Toyota with a half
dozen other people. 

Half the guys were pilots, but that wasn't 
odd; they often laid over at the checkpoint 
and went out for meals or beer. But it soon 
became evident that this wasn't an ordinary 
Sunday drive in the country. 

We drove to the comfortable home of an 
expatriate American farmer/ gun runner, 
who asked to remain anonymous. We ex
changed pleasantries, then rolled out his 
two 206 Cessnas from their rusting hangar 
out back and onto a grassy runway. 

"Yeah, you're really going to get some 
'cattle' this time," he joked, after hearing 
of my recent foray into crime. The sun 
shone bright through the almost-clear sky. 
The old WWII pilot climbed into the cockpit 
of the white-and-red-trimmed lead plane, 
revved the engine and took off. His 39-year
old U.S. partner rode co-pilot and Nathaniel 
and a Nicaraguan sat in back. 

The six remaining Nies and I followed in 
the beige-and-brown sister plane. We flew 
in tandem. The planes ' double-cross shad-
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Camouflaged C-47 airplane that delivered 
arms to ARDE soldiers was flown by 
Nicaraguan Contra flier named Viking. 
Photo: BBJ 

Comandante Zero, Eden Pastora, former 
Sandinista hero and now ARDE leader, met 
with author at Nicaraguan encampment to 
discuss the planned "Death to Kings" 
operation. 

ows glided over the varying greens of jung
le , mountains , meadows and pastures. 
Grazing cattle and sheep appeared as grains 
of salt and pepper at 1,500 feet. A flight of 
geese was a meshed white kite to the east. 
Rivers mazed everywhere. My compan
ions, like tourist guides, pointed out a vol
cano below. The mood was festive. Salsa 
music blasted over the din of the propeller 
and wind. Strong air currents tossed the 
plane and the guys hoorayed. I popped my 
ears . Soon the clandestine Costa Rican air
strip came into view. Condor circled it a 
couple of times , then , l 0 to 15 minutes after 
takeoff, touched down on the bumpy grass 
at 0915 hours. A half-dozen compas greeted 
us. The other plane landed shortly after and 
we pushed both behind a thicket and waited. 

Old newspapers, tortilla bags and 
cigarette packets littered the leafy ground. 
Day-old chop suey rotted in plastic contain
ers on a stick rack. Guys sat on rocks and a 
triangle of split logs. A couple lay in ham
mocks . The rest lounged in the copper
colored Dodge van parked to the side. It was 
hot. Shirts were unbuttoned. At last, a 
pleasant breeze soughed through the 
foliage. Conversation centered on James 
Bond gadgets. 

"Let's put explosives in a radio-operated 
toy plane and fly it into the dais of The Nine 
[members of the junta] at a rally,'' someone 
suggested. We munched on sweet bread and 
drank soft drinks. 

At 1135 hours the green-and-tan
camouflaged C-47 swooped overhead and 
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bounced down to the end of the airstrip. We 
piled into an aquamarine Toyota pick-up 
and raced after it. The plane had turned 
around when we arrived. Two of the three 
crewmen stood in the doorway. I knew Vilc
ing, a Nicaraguan flier , from the day I had 
flown on an arms drop deep inside Nicar
agua, and I recognized the other's face, but I 
couldn' t place him. He waved to me . 

They reached out and pulled the coordi
nator of logistics, "Sanchez," and a few 
others inside, and we formed a chain to the 
Toyota. We pitched out at least 200 brown
paper-wrapped Soviet-bloc or Chinese
made SKS semiautomatic rifles and 20 
boxes of 1260 7.62mm bullets from man to 
man into the pick-up's bed and on the grass. 
A troop of campesino boys walked by, look
ing at us puzzledly. A yellow crop duster 
made a couple of passes, then returned to its 
work over the adjacent sugar-cane field. 

Our people jumped out and the visitors 
waved good-bye. Who was that guy? He 
gave the thumbs-up from the cockpit and the 
plane, which kept its propellers whirring the 
five minutes it was with us, departed. Then 
my memory clicked. He was a lieutenant or 
captain I had seen in El Salvador. 

A green diesel cattle truck pulled up and 
we transferred the cache to a hidden com
partment inside. It then left for storage or 
distribution points. We reentered our planes 
and returned. At the checkpoint I saw San
chez reading the day's issue of San Salva
dor's Diario de Hoy. He acknowledged the 
shipment came from El Salvador. With the 
Sandinistas funneling tons of arms and 
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ARDE guerrillas remove paper-wrapped 
weapons from C-47 plane. 

Author (in plaid shirt) helps move 
brown-paper-wrapped Chinese SKS 
semiautomatic rifles for ARDE guerrillas 
into cattle truck. "The Cat," the pilot with 
whom author practiced dropping rocks 
from airplane, is removing guns from larger 
truck. Photo: BBJ 

materiel to the Salvadoran guerrillas , it was 
good to see the Salvadoran government re
ciprocating. 

The following day ARDE practiced drop
ping rocks from a Cessna. They removed 
the back seats, inserted a large box full of 
rocks, and, while flying in a tilt over a 
practice target, pulled a trap door. But the 
stones wouldn't fall out. They were too big 
and the chute was faulty. The guys worked 
on the kinks and brought smaller rocks; we 
were ready for another test. But it was ' 'The 
Cat's" turn to take his debut flight and 
nobody wanted to accompany him. I didn ' t 
know this and, enjoying flying, volunteered 
to pull the rope that would open the trap. 

The guys on the ground had reason to be 
wary. The Cat was a wild flier. He im
petuously flipped levers and turned dials, 
jerking us through the air. But I concen
trated only on executing my job. I had wrap
ped the rope tightly around my hand be
tween the index finger and thumb, and made 
a fist . I held it under my chin and turned my 
shoulders toward the doorway. 

When The Cat tilted the plane and yeIJed, 
''Now,' ' I threw it like a shot putt as hard as 
I could. The rope cut into my palm, but the 
rocks fell out perfectly. The Cat grinned 
crazily; his big gray eyes grew even bigger. 
He threw his fist over his sun-bleached curly 
hair and plunged into a hammerhead stall, 
pulling out a couple of hundred feet from the 
ground. I choked and gasped for breath. We 

Continued on page 94 
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I GOR Fedorevich Chedikov is the first 
Soviet prisoner of war I have ever met. 

Igor, a truck driver from Bukhara , USSR, 
was captured and dragged from his crippled 
BMP-1 armored infantry fighting vehicle in 
a mujahideen ambush near Kandahar, 
Afghanistan, 2 July 1983 . He had been a 
prisoner of the Afghan guerrillas for 3 7 days 
when I interviewed him and another Rus
sian POW in a camp on the Afghan
Pakistani border. 

The young prisoner - I judged him to be 
about 20 - shuffled worriedly in front of 
his Afghan guards, staring down at his feet 
as he advanced toward me . His light blond 
hair was cropped closely to his head , accen
tuating his Slavic features and making him 
appear very young . His unbuttoned khaki 
shirt hung damply from his pale body; dark 
sweat stains fo rmed large crescents under 
his arms. He wore dirty , brown, double
knit, Western-style pants and sandals. 

The tough-as-nails mujahideen soldiers 
who had captured him are ruthless in their 
quest to drive the Soviet invaders from their 
country and Igor was lucky to still be alive. 
He knew that and was obviously scared to 
death . 

Without doubt, never in Igor's short life 
had he been prepared to meet the people he 
had met lately. He had no idea who I was, or 
what to expect. Almost certainly, he had not 
contemplated chatting with an American 
journalist - from Soldier of Fortune Maga
zine - about the complexities of daily life 
in the Soviet Army. His fearful, suspicious 
attitude showed that he thought that 
whomever , or whatever, I represented 
boded no good for him . 

My Afghan friend and Russian language 
interpreter was himself once a prisoner of 
the communists in Afghanistan. His teeth 
were extracted during one "interview" be
fore he and eight others escaped; the re
maining 67 Afghans imprisoned with him 
were executed. He looked at the Russian kid 
in a vague, fraternal way- as if to reassure 
the prisoner that , eventually, we· are all 
going to die . 

I had asked my Afghan hosts to bring the 
prisoners before me separately. The inter
view required elaborate translation from 
English into Pushtu into Russian and back. 

Igor began chain-smoking as I took 
notes. I noticed his tattoos : He looked like a 
punk-rocker. He had crude, self-inflicted 
irik symbols and initials pricked beneath the 
skin of his hands and arms - juvenile
delinquent style . The flaming-torch tattoo 
on his right forearm was better drawn than 
the others, but I didn't attach much signifi
cance to it until I noticed a similar tattoo on 
the second Russian prisoner. 

According to the Geneva Convention 
game rules, name, age , rank and serial num
ber are permissible questions so I decided to 
start with these - even though the Soviet 
Un.ion is not a signatory to the Convention. 

"He says his name is Igor and he is 21," 
came the answer back through the multi
layered language nexus . 

"Tell him he has three names ," I said , 
unsatisfied . " I want his patronymic too ." 
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Exclusive 

SOF 
INTERVIEWS 
RUSSIAN POWS . . . 

Text & Photos by Jim Coyne 

Soviet prisoner of war Igor Fedorevich 
Chedikov is guarded by Afghan freedom 
fighters after his capture 2 July 1983 near 
Kandahar, Afghanistan. His unit, the 70th 
Motorized Rifle Brigade (Independent), 
suffered heavy casualties during mujahideen 
ambush; BMP-1 the prisoner drove was 
destroyed. Guards carry folding-stock AKs. 

"Igor Fedorevich Chedikov, " he repeat
ed softly . 

" What is his rank?" I asked. 
A circle of Afghan mujahideen , with 

their AKs resting on their laps, sat silently 
around us, watching the strange proceed
ings and listening intently to the Pushtu part 
of the translation . 

"He says he 's just an ordinary soldier," 
the translator replied with a shrug. 

"l asked him for his rank, " I repeated. " I 
know he was a soldier. What was his job? 
What was his monthly salary?" 

The Afghans crowded closer at the 
change of tone in the interpreter's voice. 

"He says again that he was just a soldier 
- a private, a driver/mechanic. He was 
paid 12 rubles every month , plus four rubles 
for duty in Afghanistan. " 

" What is his soldier's number?" 
Igor lit another cigarette as he waited for 

the chain of translation to reach him. 
" He says he cannot remember his num

ber. It was a long number. He did not think 
it was important. Only his officers kept his 
number.'' 

So much for the rules. 
"Where was he and what was he doing 

when he was captured?" I asked. 
·" He says he was not captured; he de

fected to fight on the side of the mujahideen 
freedom fighters against the Russians. He 
says he is a Muslim. He and his other friend 
walked away from their unit near Kandahar, 
then surrendered two days later to mujahi
deen . '' 

One of the Afghan guerrillas sitting near- · 

by spat contemptuously into the dirt and 
ground his heel into the spot. 

" Tell him I don ' t believe him. Ask him 
the question again." I waited. 

" Pravda, pravda' [true, true], " the 
young prisoner shouted. 

The Afghans squatting near me laughed 
at his answer and poked each other. 

"ls that true?" l asked the Afghan mu
jahideen political/intelligence officer, who 
had arranged the interview. He was moni
toring and taping the answers. 

"No, " he said evenly. "This man was 
captured during a confrontation with Soviet 
troops outside Kandahar 2 July. He is being 
stupid. He thinks we do not know how he 
was captured. He is saying what he thinks 
we want to hear. He has asked for hashish 
every day - we give it to him." 

"Do you believe he is a Muslim?" l 
asked the officer. 

"I cannot be certain about that. A man's 
religion is his to decide, but if is true, then 
Allah appeared for him at a very fortunate 
time. " 

The kid lit another cigarette from the 
glowing tip of the one in his hands as he 
watched us talk. 

" What unit is he with?" I asked. 
' 'He says l)e was with the 70th Motorized 

Rifle Brigade. " 
' 'Where is his home in the Soviet Un

ion?" 
"He came from Bukhara, Uzbekistan, 

USSR." 
" When did he arrive in Afghanistan?" I 

asked. 
"On 20 April 1982." (According to this 

date, he had completed 16 months of service 
in Afghanistan . The normal tour of duty for 
Soviet enlisted man in Afghanistan is 18 to 
21 months , but sometimes only six months 
for airborne. troops. ) 

" How did he come to Afghanistan?" 
" He says he came by air; there were 

about 40 or 50 other people on the air
plane. " 
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"When did he 'defect'?" 
"He says he joined the mujahideen 2 July 

1983." 
"What is the morale of soldiers in his 

unit? What is the morale of Soviet forces in 
Afghanistan in general?" 

"Morale is very low, he says. Fighting 
spirit in the ranks is absent in his unit: There 
have been instances of Russian officers ex
ecuting soldiers for not doing their duty . 
The majority of the Soviet people are unen
thusiastic about the idea of fighting in 
Afghanistan, but the people have been told 
only one percent of the Soviet Army will 
have to serve duty in Afghanistan." 

Second Soviet POW, Khlaime 
Lefzhevulevich, after capture by Afghan 
resistance t~oops. Prisoner had tatt00 of 
winged parachute on right forearm.that is 
new insignia of Soviet airborne assault 
troops. 

;ffi 

AIRBORNE ASSAULT 
z- , ~-

TR 00 PS 
by Jim Coyne 

~rborne assault troops wear the same 
uniform as airborne troops , but are tacti
cally and organizationally different. Air-

. borne troops are, in peacetime, under the 
direct control of the Minister of Defense, 
and are considered almost a separate ser
vice arm from Soviet Land Forces; they 
use transport aircraft and parachutes for 
their operations. In contrast, airborne 
assault troops form part of the Land 
Forces and are operationally suoordinate 
in peacetime to a military district or in 
wartime to a Front Commander. They 
are transported by ·helicopter an<! don't 
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"What would happen to him if he re
turned to the Soviet Union now, after being 
a prisoner of war?" 

''He has been told that he would be killed 
if he goes back to the USSR. His officers 
have said that 'the enemy will change your 
mind. ' So he would not be. welcomed 
back." 

[There is no real prisoner-of-war policy 
in the Soviet Army. Being captured is 
equivalent to treason according to Section 
58.1.b in the Soviet penal code. It is 
assumed that POWs will be "turned" by 
their captors and interest in them ceases 
once they are reported missing or captured 

do combat jumps; sub-units are also 
equipped with Mi-26 ·heavy-transport 
helicopters and gunships of the Mi-24 
class . 

For Soviet Land Forces, the helicop
ter has nothing in common with conven
tional aircraft. Troops transported by 
conventional aircraft cannot seize terri
tory; helicopter-transported units can 
seize territory and, therefore, are consi
dered part of the Land Forces. 

Airborne assault troops are organized 
in brigades . Each brigade can be lifted in 
one helicopter assault regiment (64 air
craft) and one squadron of Mi-26 heavy
transport helicopters. Each brigade has 
three airborne rifle battalions, one heavy 
battalion and a wide range of supporting 
weapons, and is 1,700-men strong. 

In each MR brigade that the Soviets 
have formed in Afghanistan, one battal
ion in three is trained for air-assault op
erations with helicopters. 

The number of airborne assault . bri
gades increased throughout the 1970s 
and may continue to increase in the fuc 
tu re. 

in action.] 
Because of Igor's tattoos, I asked if he 

had ever been to jail in the Soviet Union for 
any reason . 

Surprise registered on Igor's face as he 
heard the question repeated in Russian. ''He 
says he was imprisoned for two months for 
dancing, drunkenness and fighting with a 
knife . He joined the Army because of this 
and was later sent to a penal battalion after 
he caught his wife with another man and 
there was trouble . '' 

Igor, it seems, had not led a charmed life. 
Former Soviet Lt. Col. Yiktor Suvorov, 

who was a Soviet officer before his defec
tion to the West, discusses Soviet penal 
battalions in his new book, Inside the Soviet 
Army (see In Review, SOF, December 
'83). " Penal battalions and/or brigades 
originated in May 1942. Each penal battal
ion has an administrative group, a KGB
guards company and three penal com
panies . The permanent component of the 
battalion - the command staff and guards 
- consists of ordinary soldiers and officers 
selected for their obtuseness , ferocity and 
fanaticism. They are rewarded with pri
vileges . Officers, _for instance , receive 
seven times normal pay - for each year of 
service they receive seven years toward 
pension and retirement. 

''The penal battalions themselves contain 
soldiers and officers sentenced for various 
crimes and offenses . Officers sent to such a 
battalion lose any decorations they may 
have , together with rank, and join the battal
ion as privates. For all ranks, time spent in a 
penal battalion does not count toward milit
ary service. 

" In peacetime , penal battalions are 
known as Independent Disciplinary Battal
ions. Each penal battalion consists of 360 
men. The basic strategic and tactical prem
ise is that on the order 'Advance to attack !', 
the penal units have little choice between 
the KGB-guards company behind them and 
the threat of death before them . If they suc
ceed in advancing, the process is repeated 
again and again. If, eventually, they die, the 
guards company returns to the rear, assem
bles a new battalion and the process resumes 
- or one is sent to a mine-clearing penal 
unit." 

Life in a Soviet disciplinary battalion is 
designed to break the strongest characters 
within three months. Rarely, if ever, do 
Soviet soldiers who have spent time in such 
units show the slightest trace of disobedi
ence or lack of discipline upon their release. 
As Suvorov noted, " After a soldier is re
leased from a disciplinary battalion, he talks 
to no one and carries out all orders or in
structions uncomplainingly. It is impossible 
to get him to say a single word about where 
he has been or what he has seen. His 
answers are monosyllabic and expression
less-yes and no seem to be the only words 
left in his vocabulary." 

Igor certainly fit the description . 
"How long had he been in the Soviet 

Army?" I asked, resuming the questioning. 
"He was called up soon after his 18th 

birthday [over two years service, not count-
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ing time in penal service]." 
"Was he ever a member of KOMSO

MOL [Communist Youth League]?" 
"Nyet." 
''Would he tell me again what his job was 

in the 70th Motorized Rifle Brigade?" 
"He was a driver-mechanic ." 
"What kind of vehicle did he drive?" 
"He says his vehicle carried troops - a 

BMP-1." 
"What does the tattoo on his right fore

arm signify?" 
''He says he was part of an army sports 

club and the tattoo is a symbol used in 
Soviet sports groups." 

Sports? This kid didn't look like an 
athlete. I remembered a long lecture by a 
Soviet expert on sports in the USSR and its 
links with military and intelligence circles 
- in particular with specialized diversion
ary units known as "SPETSNAZ." 

''Ask the prisoner if he has ever heard of 
a special Soviet military unit called SPETS
NAZ?'' 

Igor reacted visibly to the word when he 
heard me say it in English- he immediate
ly scratched a match to flame and lit another 
cigarette. He asked for aow, the Pushtu 
word for water - he was offered a metal 
glass from the tray nearby. 

"Yes, he has heard of SPETSNAZ." 
"Has he ever seen any SPETSNAZ 

troops in Kandahar?" I asked . 
''He says it is a secret unit. No one knows 

who they are . Its members wear Afghan 
clothes ." 

"How many SPETSNAZ troops did he 
see in Kandahar?" 

" He thinks there were about 50 in his 
unit, he is not sure. He does not know about 
other units ." 

"How many SPETSNAZ troops are in 
Afghanistan?" 

"He says there are about 900 (a brigade) 
in Kabul, but they are divided into small 
groups throughout Afghanistan." 

' 'What does SPETSNAZ do in Afghanis-
tan?" . 

" He says he is not certain. There are 
many Tadzhiks [people of Iranian descent 
with European features who live in Afgha
nistan and Turkestan] among them who act 
as Islamic advisers to the Soviet Army .'' 

"Was he SPETSNAZ?" 
"Nyet, nyet!" 
"Where is his Soviet soldier's book? 

[Each Soviet officer and enlisted man car
ries a book, numbering as many as 14 
pages, of personal military records -
name, service entrance location, schools, 
special training, weapons qualifications, 
etc . ·See "Bulyaev's Background ," by 
David C. Isby , page 74, SOF, May '81.]" 

''He says he left it behind when he joined 
the mujahideen ." 

At this point . the Afghan political and 
intelligence officer stopped the proceedings 
and asked me to explain SPETSNAZ. I 
shared what I knew about the secret Soviet 
military unit as he wrote furiously in a small 
notebook. 

Continued on page 96 
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Afghan freedom fighter guards two Soviet (AIFY) in operation. The BMP-1 also 
POWs (Lefzhevulevich on left and Chedikov has a radio set and sensors for the detec
on rig~t) with ~KMS, the_ weapon of choice tion of radioactivity and gas. 
of Soviet motorized and airborne troops. At this, the lowest level, Soviet 

MOTORIZED RIFLE 
TROOPS 

by Jim Coyne 

At the lowest level , each motorized 
rifle section has a strength of approx
imately 11 men assigned to one BMP-1 
infantry combat vehicle , BTR-60, BTR-
70, or MP-LB armored personnel carrier 
- two or three men of which are the 
vehicle crew. One rifleman acts as assis
tant to the antitank rocket launcher gun
ner and carries three additional rocket 
warheads, booster, sustainer engines , 
spin stabilizers and fin assemblies in a 
satchel. 

The section BMP-1 is equipped with 
four 9-M-14 " Malyutka" rail-mounted 
antitank rockets (NATO designation: 
SAGGER) with an automatic wire gui
dance system . Each company is also 
equipped with three shoulder-fired, 
heat-seeking antiaircraft missiles of the 
SAM-7 type. Each BMP-1 has eight in
dividual armored firing ports , a rear 
hatch and top hatches for all troops. 

The section's BMP-1 combat vehicle 
has an automatic 73mm gun turret and 
12.7mm coaxial heavy machine gun and 
two vehicle-mounted machine guns . 
The BMP-1 has sufficient firepower, 
maneuverability and armor protection to 
engage any light tank or armored person
nel carrier. It is amphibious and may be 
sealed and pressurized. Many military 
experts consider the BMP-1 the best 
armored infantry fighting vehicle 

motorized rifle troops must not be re
garded as an infantry formation , but as a 
hybrid of tank , antitank, SAM, chemic-
al, sapper and other sub-units . It for this 
reason that today ' s Soviet officers are 
called neither infantry nor motorized 
rifle commanders , but combined-arms 
commanders . 

A nom1al Soviet motorized rifle reg
iment consists of the following: com
mand HQ; reconnaissance company; 
signals company; tank battalion (three 
companies); three MR battalions (each 
having three companies); one battalion 
of self-propelled howitzers (three fire 
batteries and one control battery) ; one 
battery of " Grad-P" mul tiple-rocket 
launchers; one SAM battery; one en
gineer company; one chemical-defense 
company; one maintenance company 
and one motor-transport company. 

In all , an MRR has 27 companies 
comprising approximatel y 3,000 to 
4,000 troops. 

At Soviet MR division level , the 
organizational requirements call for 165 
companies and batteries (only 28 are MR 
companies), 23 tank companies and 67 
artillery batteries (mortar, AA and rock
et) . The remainder is made up of recon , 
signal , engineer, chemical and other 
companies. 

The MR troops make up the bulk of 
Soviet forces and are organized into 123 
divisions and an additional 47 indepen
dent regiments or brigades . Motor-rifle 
units, because of their concentrated fire
power and maneu verabilty, are the 
trump suit in the Soviet Land Force 
pack. 
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HIGH RISK 

Jutnping on The 
Butt's Team in 

Panatna 

T HE door. I had to get to the door. I 
couldn 't catch my breath. We 'd been 

at 18.000 feet for more than 40 minutes 
without oxygen. We weren't blue yet -
hypoxemic - but were beginning to get thEll 
way. Oxygen starvation starts like that: 
Suddenly you can 't breathe and your legs 
won't reach alf the way to the floor. I swm
bled to the door. I had to get me some engine 
exhaust. I stuck my head out in the wind and 
took in several huge gulps . . . . 

Gatun DZ in the Panama Canal Zone 
warms its backside just a few hundred 
meters from the Gatun locks , those huge 
25-ton gates that let the water in and out of 
Limon Bay. This is all on the Atlantic side 
and despite what the meteorologis ts say ab
out the consistency of tropical weather, the 
Atlantic s ide of the isthmus gets the worst. 

The HALO (High Altitude Low Open
ing) team of the 8th SFGA (Special Forces 
Group [Airborne]) devised a way to locate 
Gatun DZ in bad weather, even with com
plete cloud cover. We picked up the OMNI 
signal at French Field and whirled to a head
ing of 273 degrees as soon as the cone of 
silence told us we were immed iate ly over 
the marker. A flight of 176 seconds on that 
headi ng and you had covered the 5. I-m ile 
air distance from the airfield to the drop 
zone. It depended on the pilot maintaining a 
true groundspeed of 105 mph . That wasn't 
hard to do. Our creaky o ld C-47 didn ' t like 
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by Capt. James M. Perry, USA, Ret. 

SECOND-STORY MAN 
This is the second artic le to appear in 

SOF by Capt. James M. Perry , USA 
(Ret. ). Hi s first , " Bull in Indochina 
Shop," which told of working with Lt. 
Col. Arthur D. ' ·Bull ., Simons on Op
eration White Star, appeared on these 
pages las t month. 

Perry ' s military career spanned 24 
years and two serv ices , U.S. Army and 
Marine Corps . In the Army he worked 
with the Green Berets , teaching them 
High-Altitude, Low-Opening parachute 
tactics . He also did three stints, for better 
or worse , under The Bull. This month ' s 
adventure, under Simon 's watchful eye , 
was not one of the better. 

Perry now works in Los Angeles as a 
free lance writer for several magazines. 

to fl y much fas ter than that anyhow. The 
pilots loved to fly those tes ts, as it proved 
the ir professional ability. 

God' Won 't this headache go away? I'm 
gulping propwash like a dying man. If we 
stay up here JO minutes longer I 'm going to 
abort this f7ight. They can 't find the drop 
zone' Jesus Christ. it 's down there some
where - and the clouds are bound to bot-

tom out at I 0. 000 feet! Let 's punch through 
and get oriented! Come on, somebody! 
Make a decision! 

Dick Meadows and Jesse Ramos joined 
me at the door. Ramos was senior officer 
present and Meadows was jumpmaster. We 
couldn ' t determine the ground wind speed 
or direction because we hadn ' t been ab le to 
throw a wind drift indicator and get a visual 
re lease po int. Dick was damned worried. 
There was a whole bevy of South American 
dignitaries on the DZ waiting to watch the 
team perform . The three of us had a confer
ence at the door. 

" Give me so me input, " Meadows 
pleaded , hi s hands at his heart . Maj. Ramos 
was chewing on his lower lip . I was just a 
fill-in member of the team . What the he ll 
did 1 have to say about who makes what kind 
of dec ision? Our fourth member, McNally , 
was nodding peacefully in hi s bucket seat. 

" Whatever it is, Dick, " l replied , "jump 
this mission in the next I 0 minutes or abort . 
It' s starting to get to me. " 

" ABORT 1?" Ramos screamed. " The 
Bull'd take us apart ' Do you know the god
damned Presidente of Bolivi a is down 
there? Abort, my ass' " 

" All l know is I'm getting hypoxemic , 
Jesse. That 's all . Who in the fuck ever de
cided we didn ' t need oxygen for thi s mis
sion?" I stuck my head out the door and 
took another gulp . 
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" W ho knew we ' d c l imb up to 18 
grand?" Meadows said numbly. " We ' re 
here - and we don ' t get here very often. I 
say we use the alti tude.' ' 

" Okay , then ," I answered , " use the 
French F ield beacon approach. We've prac
ticed it a dozen times. Now le t' s see if it 
works ." 

Ramos grinned and nodded approval. 
"Yeah! " 

Meadows socked a hard fis t into his 
palm. " It ' ll work?" 

I nodded back , though I coul d have 
shrugged my shoulders. " We ' re never 
go ing to fi nd out until we try it. " 

Each of us studied the others as if we 'd 
reached the same dec ision separately but at 
the exact same moment. Dick reached fo r 
the intercom. Jesse backed off and li t a 
c igarette. I stuck my head out the door for 
another gulp . It might 've been better if I 
could have just puked . 

I could hear that little voice ringing in my 
ears: ''How long have you been jumping. 
Perry ?" I wanted to answer, ""Too damned 
long. " It had all started in 1946 at the 
Orange County airfield in California. My 
hea d was fu z zy . Ca lculate , asshole' 
" Twenty years, " I told that little voice. 

· ' ... And you never took a chance ?' ' it 
asked me. " No , never. " I shook my head. 
" Never. That 's why I'm alive today. ' · 

Meadows pulled me out of the door and 
took a gulp of the propwash him se lf . 
" You ' re right , " he frow ned. " It' s starti ng 
to get me, too. ' ' 

Meadows was a cool master sergeant , an 
ops and inte l team sergeant. He was stuck 
with jumpmaster dut ies today only because 
he was climbing another rung in the HA LO 
ladder. I would evaluate him and recom
mend whether or not he was to be certi fied 
as jumpmaster. When he pulled his head 
back in out of the propwash, he grinned, 
then stuck a thumb in the air. 

" We ' re on," he sa id . ' 'Pil ot' s going 
back for the marker now. · ' A few years 
late r , Meadows woul d jo in the Bull at 
Chiang Mai, Tha iland , as an officer and the 
two of them, along with a double handful of 
Green Berets, would attempt a deep ra id 
into North Vietnam to try to rescue POWs 
fro m Son Tay. I' ve al ways heard it was 
Dick who was the first man to leap out onto 
enemy territory. 

But today he was a mas ter sergeant , 
jumpmaster and senior decision maker, all 
ro lled into one. The ye llow caution on the 
jump light w inked on. "He 's got the mar
ker," I said matter-of-fac tly. Dick agreed. 
He c lap ped hi s hands toget her several 
times . 

" All right , people , let' s start checking 
equipment ' " He looked over to McNall y, 
who was now full y as leep and nodded to 
Ramos with a sly wink. Ramos grinned 
back then kicked McNally' s legs out from 
under hi m. " Jump time! " he yelled. 

Jump time! Remember the time when we 
were down in Venezuela instilling equip
ment confidence to novice j umpers - and 
everyone was afraid their static line might 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 79 



break? Harry Lewis, my NCO assistant, and 
l decided to use bravado-machismo. Har
ry unhooked my static line and held it in his 
hand while I j umped. Later that night, as he 
rubbed a sore shoulder, he would say to me, 
''The method seemed to work, Skipper, but 
damn ! Skin off a few pounds before we try 
that trick again!" 

The crew chief made a frantic signal with 
a ll 10 fin gers , spread twice. T wenty 
seconds! Dick took the door, a style not 
familiar to airborne static-line j umpers. 

A HALO jumpmaster is just that, master 
of the jump. It 's been that way ever since 
I' ve been in HALO: The jumpmaster goes 
first. Ra mos stu ffed himse lf beh ind 
Meadows, McNally behind Ramos, and I 
cleaned up the stick. I checked my gear once 
again, quickly: 

... . Rifle tied down, he lmet on tight , 
rucksack a li ttle loose at the knees, but only 
because I preferred it that way. I gave the 
reserve handle a slight twist under its elastic 
band so I could grab it with my heavily 
gloved hand if it came to panic time. The 
jump light went to red , shifted back to yel
low, then flashed green . 

" Go !" screamed the crew chief. We 
went. 

It 's like floating, man, floating! Once 
you get outta the propblast and into some 
still air, it 's like, man - you 're in your own 
cocoon. You dig? It 's like saying to your 
woman, ''Mama, hold me tight 'fore I blow 
away" - and she does that - and you feel 
good! Same 's with your own little pocket of 
air. Scared ? Naw, never! Say, my man, 
gimme another drag off that roach, will ya? 

We're out over 
the fucking water! 
We're all gonna 
be shark bait! 

The cloud cover is a solid , unbroken 
blanket of gray be low us. It must be raining 
underneath , 1 think. I sneak a hand down to 
my knee and grab the piece of 550-cord 
taped there - my foot smoke. Pull the pin 
and you' re trailing red smoke, marking your 
path for the audience below. But not now, 
stupid ! Wait until the clouds bottom out ! 

Where's the rest of the team? Meadows is 
on the left in that orange flight suit of his. 
The guy behind him has to be McNally. 
That puts Ramos on my right. I look and 
there he is. He gives me a slight wave and 1 
return it. Now to work. I'm the Tail-End 
C harlie, the formation packer. the sucker 
that comes down looking like an Apache 
right out of Yuma . I eat everyone else's 
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smoke trail. 
1 have to move in , slowly force the team 

to wedge itself into a small diamond . Bow 
your arrns a little, roll your shoulders in
ward and straighten your legs a little. You 
start to move laterally in a method called 
"tracking." And , as the formation packer 
begins to move, so does everyone else, clos
er to each other than we' ve been since we 
stepped out of the C-47 10 seconds back. 
There! Now we ' re in a good two-meter 
spread . A slight movement and you can 
reach out and take your teammate ' s hand. 

God , it's nice and cool up here ! The wind 
tugs at your mouth and you open it a little , 
let it blow your cheeks out. Open it wide at 
125 mph and it ' ll blow you up like a bal
loon. No, that 's crazy, Perry . If you were a 
balloon, you could hang up here forever ' 
Thump' We just screwed into the cloud 
layer, a big fat wad of wet cumulus. It 's 
difficult to see the others clearly. Hold your 
heading, Dick' Hold your heading! 

Water streams off goggles. Be nice to 
have a little windshie ld wiper going -
swish, swish! Hold your heading, Dick. 

And then we' re out. We' re out together 
as a team and my altimeter reads 9,800. 
Meadows extends his arm and pulls it back 
quickly. Smoke! 1 pull the pin and feel the 
grenade ignite . It doesn' t make any di ffer
ence whether it did or not because I'm 
already eating everyone else's smoke. 

But what the he ll is this? I turn my head 
slightly to the sict'e to take a look around -
and we' re out over the fucking water! 
We've missed the goddamned DZ and in 
three or four minutes we ' re all gonna be 
shark bait! Limon Bay is full of them - big 
mothers! 

Meadows turns left and we all turn with 
him. Suddenly he falls into a hard track and 
it 's di fficult to hold pace with him. He's 
spotted the drop zone and he 's going after it' 

Tracking. It 's a kind oflike a ski jumper 's 
position just after he 's le ft the ramp. When l 
was CO of the U. S . Army Golden Knights, 
we put our best tracker, Loy Brydon, on 
theodolite cameras, a sort of surveyor's 
quadrant. Loy sank back in a deep track and 
began to move. He was like a streak across 
the sky. It was like he had . . . well, like he 
had a jet up his ass. When the film was 
analyzed, they determined that for every J. 8 
feet down he fell. he moved forward exactly 
one foot 1 Tracking ! 

Now a line o f green pops up in my 
peripheral vision and tells me we' re back 
over land . I'm g lad. Nobody is wearing 
fl otation gear other than the B-7. I glance at 
my altimeter even though I know it ' s going 
haywire during a hard track. The needle 
jiggles around like it's doing ragtime. I in
terpret mine at 5 ,000 feet. 

I'm still eating red smoke but it ' s thinning 
out a little and I can see the spectator 
area ... but wait ! Dick , you' re going too 
far ' Drop down now' Timers are getting 
ready to go off! But he continues on. 

You think it 's foo lish to fo llow the leader 
even though you fee l he 's wrong? Not in 
HALO it isn' t. Team integrity is every-

thing. Perhaps he sees something you can't. 
The whole point behind HALO is that you 
remain together, open together and land 
together so you can fight together. 

Damn ! The automatic opener just went 
off. I brace myself for a bad opening shock. 
We've been traveling forward at about 60 
mph and downward at a hundred . When the 
timer goes off, we say, "The mouse bit 
me," and here it comes !! · 

The G-force is a positive 5 , enough to 
make all those little red , white and blue 
bubbles race around in your goggles. It 's 
like almost fainting , but not quite. 

I look around and everyone is open. 
We ' re riding modified T-10 canopies with 
ho les cut in the right places to enhance 
steerability. 

Crash! Limbs and 
branches break as we 
plunge into the green 

canopy. 

On that day in time, the canopy was de
signated an MC- 1 A . Today, HA LO rides a 
ne w generation of parachutes - air foils 
that parachutists like to call " flats," or 
" blankets. " ff only now could have been 
then . . .. 

We' re so far past the stands that I can see 
the Chagres River coming up, a thick finger 
of red water racing through an equally thick 
growth of banyan and balsa trees - high
fucking balsa trees! Dick is going to make 
the river but the rest of us won' t. No drop
ping ofrucks now, though there ' s a 16-foot 
suspension rope for that . Drop a ruck in the 
trees and you may end up with the rope 
around your neck. 

" He's up here, Lootenant! Up high! See 
him ?" Yes, I can see him. His GP bag is 
hung up in the top of the tree and the drop 
line is wrapped around his neck as surely as 
a hangm an 's noose. Yes, l see him. A 
damned death when you 're DZSO! ft 's like 
taking a voluntary guilt trip. Poor bastard! 
Pilot carped the whole plane load into the 
pines on the north end o f Normandy DZ! 

Jesse Ramos is close enough so that we 
can yell to each other. We've still got about 
a thousand feet before we hit the trees . 

" Which one are you taking?" he yells 
over. I po int to a balsa I' ve already chosen. 

" Okay! Have a good one! l' ll take the 
one next to you! " 

... And suddenly we' re there . . '. crash! 
Limbs and branches break off as we start our 
plunge into the green canopy of the upper 
growth of a third-growth balsa. Let me ex
plain that. 

Trees in any jungle are always fighting 
for the ir place in the sun. Their tops are 
called canopies . As other trees around them 
grow higher and branch out , masking out 
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their portion of the warmth, they grow 
greedily. This causes a new canopy to grow 
higher, reaching above the others. The tree 
has now become a second-growth balsa, 
with a thick top canopy and a thinner second 
canopy beneath it. If the process continues, 
it ' s called third-growth jungle~ and that's 
exactly what f sailed il')to. · 

I shoot through the top of the tree anc) 
down into the i?,eCol')d canopy. I hold my 
breath. Will I hang up? (We later estimated 
the tree to be better than 150 feet high .) If 
your para~hute doesn't hang up, you'd bet
ter know how to do a good PLF - parachute 
landing fa!! . 

As we both crash through our separate 
trees, I think I hear Jesse yell, " Jesus!" -
but it could be me. I'm snugged tight now 
and oscillat{ng gently back and forth, the 
parachute wrapped tightly around a large 
grouping of branches. i can !ook straight 
down between my fee! al')d see the ground. I 
figure it at about ~O feet. 

Getting out of your harness in a tree land
ing isn ' t the easiest thing to .do , but here 
goes. Drop the ruck on its line, unhook one 
side of the reserve and let it dangle from one 
D-ring. Work your cheeks back into the 
harness as far ·as you can and unhook the 
chest strap. A little more shoving and you.' re 
seated in · a swing. Then you can unbuckle 
the leg straps. 

I did all this and when I was finished, I 
was exhausted . I sat back and looked 
around. 

"You okay, Jim?" Jesse yelled over. 
" Perfect!" I yelled back. " How about 

you?" No answer. " Jesse? You okay?" 
"Yeah, but I can ' t get this damned rifle 

off! I'm hung up about 50 feet in the air." 
' Tm about 90," I called back , " but I'm 

not going to try and come down just yet.'' ! 
looked over my shoulder and I could see the 
Chagres. I could smell it , it was so close. I 
muttered to myself, ''Jesus! Just 50 feet 

. more' " We'd get a lot of ribbing later on 
about " bad cal')opy handling. " · 

" Did Meadows make the water?" 
~a mos wanted to know. I twisted back 
again. I couldn ' t see him. " I didn ' t see him 
go in!" I called back. A pause anc! then a 
curse from his tree. 

" Jesse, you going down now?" A short 
silence. 

" Yeah, I finally got rid of this damned 
rifle! " Pause. " Don ' t go away now. I'm 
coming over to give you a hapd. " I could 
hear him sliding down his rappel , and then 
his comri1ent, " Boy oh boy , is the Bull ever 
gonna be pissed about this! " 

I twisted my reserve handle and let the 
canopy spill down. That gave me about 25 
feet of something to work JTIY way out of the 
harness and shave that many feet off what 
I'd have left before I could get both feet on 
the ground. Well, here goes something! I 
gathered.the suspension lines into a bundle 
and carefully began lowering mys·elf. My 
feet touched the nylon cariopy and I quickly 
froze and locked a leg around the lines. The 
parachute canopy is inverted at this moment 
and it doesn't iake too much. . . · 
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" Here he is, Lootenant!" But nobody 
flad to tell you that. He was screaming like a 
banshee, all neatiy tucked away in the bot
tom of his parachute canopy. He had slid 
down the lines, missed the rappel over to the 
nylon and dropped down inside, where he 
now nestled in the gossamer folds of a 24-
fopt reserve. ''Get me the fuck outta here!'' 
he cried down. The DZNCO laughed back. 
" Hug it, bapy, hug it! You may'be wearing 
one 'a them canopies made by Lady Lee!" 
When they werefl 't turning out bras, panties 
and slips, they made 24-foot reserve para
cflutes. 

Jesse was underneath, guiding me . I 
slowly transferred to the nylon and went 
down that , winding my fingers through the 
maze of suspension line that runs through 
the iipex. "You' re still about 30 feet off the 
ground!" he called up. "You gonna let 
go?'' I looked down. Thirty feet? Bullshit! 
More like 50. 

The Bull was a fearful 
CO when he was mad 

same as a cobra 
hypnotizing the Paddy 

Rat. 

"Will you try a catch?" 
" Sure," he said, " come straight down. 

f' ll do what I can. " 
I calculated the risk for a moment, took a 

deep breath and yelled as I let go, " Hut 
thousand , two thousand . .. ! '' 

Meadows had.gone in the river and fished 
himself out. McNally was in the top of a 
small palm tree when we found him , con
tentedly chewing his way through a cluster 
of sweet grape dates. It took the recovery 
crews two days of hard chopping to get our 
rigs ou't of the trees. Then one morning or so 
later, I got a call from the adjutant. " The 
Old Man wants to see you." I hurried in that 
direction. 

Now full colonel, Arthur D. ''The Bull '' 
Simons was a fearful CO when he was mad. 
His eyes would·steel and you got the feeling 
it was the same as a cobra hypnotizing the 
Paddy Rat. He seemed to have the capabil
ity of looking straight through you. This 
morning he was mad. I reported properly 
and saluted. I started to go to parade rest, 
thought better of it and remained at rigid 
iittention. He thought it insolent. 

''Are you trying to play games with me, 
qptain ?" 

" Sir?" 
" Rest! " he demanded, and I did. He 

tapped his pencil against the palm of his 
hand. "Do you know how much that little 
fiasco of yours is going to cost my S-4 ?" 

"Sir? ... Mine, sir?" 
" You were the most ski lled officer pre

sent. You should have aborted the jump 
when ·you knew you were in trouble.' ' · 

" ... But sir , we were never . 
"You missed the goddamned DZ, didn't 

you?" Pause . Declaration. "You were in 
trouble." · · 

"Sir, I was neither SOP nor the jump
master. Surely their statements . .. " 

He waved a bundle of papers at me. ' 'I've 
got their statements - and I've got yours. 
They all agree but for one thing. It was you 
who suggested the beacon route.'' 

"Sir, HALO was built on ingem1ity. It 
had to be tried some day- sooner or later." 

"Not at the risk of lives!" I closed my 
eye~ briefly , for I could hear the tone of 
punishment rising in his voice. It wasn't my 
hi-st tour with the Bull . I had been with him 
if! Laos under some extremely trying condi
tions, and I guess that's why I knew the miin 
so well. (See "Bull in Indochina Shop, " 
SOF, January '84) . 

''I'm grounding you , Perry," he said 
rather matter-of-factly. It stunned me. 

"Grounding me, sir? Me? Grounded?" 
He nodded his heacl as if satisfied he'd 

done the dirty deed rieatly and cleanly. His 
finger jabbed out to emphasize the point. 
''You! Grounded !'' 

" May I ask .for how long, sir?" 
" Until it ' s my pleasure to lift the restric

tion. Kiss your jump pay goodbye for a 
while , captain ." 

I s·uppose I could have appealed it , asked 
for a court martial. But who in the hell wants 
to risk a conviction against $ 110 a month? 
Still, $1 10 a month· pays a lot of bills. I 
shook my head in disbelief as I crossed to 
the adjutant's desk. "The Qld Man just 
grounded ni.e. He says I'm to tell you it's an 
indefinite suspension." 

"I know, " replied the adjutant, " and 
here ' s another piece of bad news for you . ' ' 
He handed me a paper. It was a quartermas
ter deduction for $58.40 from my pay . 

''What the hell is this?' ' I asked. 
"Airborne rules, Jim. They couldn't find 

your rifle. " He thought a moment. It was 
necessary to him that his next statement be 
philosophical. " Lose a weapon in the air
borne - find it on the payroll. " 
· " Shit! " 

I walked out into the middle of a sun 
shower. Two Green Berets hurried past me 
but slowed long enough for salutes. I didn't 
feel like returni'ng them. It was raining har
der and I still had 500 meters or so to make 
the B-Team barracks. Then 1 die! something 
petulant. I stopped , rolled my collar up 
against the rain, shoved my Green Beret to 
the back of my head and slowed my pace. I 
was talking to myself. · 

' 'I'll show 'em. I think I ' ll just take my 
time and stroll back to the barracks ." Music 
from the coffee shop was playing the latest, 
most popular song: 

' l ... Silver wings upon his chest ... " 
Editor's Note: Perry survived the ground

ing. In less than a month, they needed a 
HALO jumper iind he was the only qualified 
one available. In exchange for a demonstra
tion jump, the Bull put him b_ackon airborne 
status and. restored the lost pay. The rifle 
was n~ver found. ~ 
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GRENADA 

Cont~nued from page 65 

the arms recovered in the five major ware
houses at Frequente, it appears the USSR 
and North Korea had shipped in enough 
arms to equip a division . A curious conditon 
of the transfer of arms was that all shipments 
from the USSR and its satellites were via 
Cuba. 

Interestingly, even though there were 
vast quantities of rifles, ammunition , uni
forms , boots and other military supplies in 
stock, the documents recorded frequent ex
amples of Grenadian Junior officers com
plaining of lack of equipment for their men. 
.It is entirely possible that Grenada was 
being use9 to warehouse arms intended for 
use elsewhere. (Other East Caribbean na
tions , including Dominica, Jamaica , St. 
Lucia and St. Vincent, feared they might be 
used tci arm leftists gµerrillas on their is
lands.) 
• A ~ounter-intel!igence report taken from 
the deputy minister of defense ' s office by 
SOF indicated that President Ronald 
R~agan's assertion that the American stu
dents at St. George's Medical School were 
end~mgered , one of the three reasons given 
to justify the operation, wa_s well-grounded. 
The CI n;port d!!scribed one medical school 
employee's husband, who was being 
" monitored," as " suspicious," and five 
students as "dangerous and posi ng as 
medical students , but really working for the 
U.S. government." 
• A number of our ''liberated '' documents 
revealed that Grenada had sent military stu
dents to Russia, Cuba and Vietnam. A note 
in one document indicated that the students 
in Cuba ''will undergo courses for a one (I) 
year period studying up to the level of Divi
sion and possibly Army." Why Grenada 
would need Divisi9n and Army comman
ders is interesting in its implications. 
Another training document reveale9 Grena
da had plans to sen9 49 comrades to Viet
nam and that Russia would pick up the 
transportation costs for those students . 
• A series of reports on combat readiness of 
the militia in August and September reveal 
why the PRA folded up so quickly w)lef! 
U.S. troops arrived. The 5 ,000-man Grena
dian militia was intended as the backup to 
the 1,200-man army. According to-reports , 
turnout for drill averaged 15 pen;:ent; and 
transportation problems, faulty weapons 
and lack of leaders (in some units they 
couldn ' t get anybody to take the job) turned 
most of the drills into political discussions. 
However, on 27 September ihe mortar 
battalion had a better idea. The r.eport states 
that only 12 out of :.:!9 showed up and that 
"transportation affected the carrying out of 
the class, so they 1-)eld a football match. " 
• SOF found one document outlining a 
proposed training program between Nicar
agua and Grenada. The NJM was offering to 
train 15 Sandinistas in Grenada in basic 
English with a concentration on military 
terminology and the military phonetic 
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_alphabet. 
• One letter addressed to General of the 
Cuban Army Raul Castro (Fidel's brother) 
from Maurice Bishop indicated that the 
Soviet Un\on's traditional equipment and 
resupply weaknesses continue. Bishop 
asked for Castro's h(;!lp because the USSR 
had sent a complete shipment of uniforms 
and other gear; however, ''a vast quantity of 
boo.ts are much too small in size.'' Second
ly, Bishop needed help securing spare parts 
and tires since 23 of Grenada's 27 trucks 
and eight of I 0 jeeps were inoperable be
cause of lack of parts or tires. 

SOF's on-site examinatjon of Grenada 
and its people, and a thorough analysis of 
the documents we brought back gave us a 
clear view of what was happening on the 
island - and who was in charge. The docu
ments also indicate thllt the. New Jewel 
Movement was using U.S. citizens -
apparent]y , even one congressman - i~ 

pursuit of its foreign-policy goals. 
• One of the most interesting documents 
SOF has is a "secret" report from a double 
agent named " Mark," who was attempting 
to infiltrate a counter-revolutionary group 
of Grenadians on Barbados. In it, Mark and 
an unknown CI officer, who wrote a follow
up to Mark 's report , surmised tpat the 
Grenadian exile counter-revolutionary 
group on Barbados was working on behalf 
of the CIA, which was trying to determine 
the size and strength of the PRA and the 
militia. 

But the kicker in the report was a com
ment by Mark \hat t~e Barbados-based 
counter-revolµtionaries had learned " that 
the PRG (People's Revolutionary Govern
ment of Grenada) was paying someone at 
Harvarcj University Radio Station." 
• An undated " secret" document that 
appears to be a report from the Grenadian 
Ambassador to Cuba or a Grenadian intelli
gence officer in Cuba states that ' ' Elen (sic) 
Rey" of Covert Action "has picked up \he 
news that the CIA plans to use Trinidad as a 
base more than they have in the past ." The 
report 's El~n Rey is Ellen Ray of Covert 
Action Jnfonnation Bulletin, a Washington , 
D.C.-based publication that specializes in 
exposing CIA intelligence operations . 
CAIB is a successor to Counter Spy, a pub
lication started by Phil Agee, a former CIA 
type w~o wrote Dirty Work and who is well 
in the leftist camp. Agee and Ray are both 
on the board of directors of CAIB. Ray 's 
tidbit of information passed to Grenadian 
intelligence could indicate a closer rela
tionship between CAIB and the communist 
intelligence apparatus than previously has 
come out in public. 
• A memo to Bishop from Dessima Wil
liams (Grenada's Ambassador to the Organ
ization of Ameriqn States who took refuge 
in · Nicaragua when Bishop w11s executed) 
outlined plans for Bishop' s visit to the Un
ited States in June 1983. Bishop came to the 
United States at the invitation of TB.ANS
AFRICA (TRANSAFRJCA is a spin-off 
from the Institute For Political Studies, a 
left-wing think tank) and the Black Con
gressional Caucus but without an offici11l 
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:USG invitatjon . 
Williams reported that she was quoting 

verbatim Randall Robinson, executive 
director of TRANSAFRICA, who said that 
their invitation to Bishop "is to say to the 
Reagan administration: 'Maurice Bishop is 
our man, 'a black IPan. You ·iness with him, 
you mess with all black Americans. And we 
are bringing him here to show you that we 
are friends with him.' '' 

Later in the report, Williams wrote: 
"Further, in my ,opinion both Randall 
Robinson, bui more ~o the members of the 
Black Caucus, such as Ju<lge George Crock
ett [Editor 's Note: Crockett, a congressman 
from Michigan, was counsel for the Smith 
Aci defend{JJJts in the 1950s. The Smith Act 
required commlinis{s to register with the 
FBI.], want to step up their participatiqn in 
national politics·, and especially in foreign 
policy. Maurice Bishop and the Grenada 
Revolution represent very controversial but 
'meaty' political issues. As national black 
politicians , they want 'to score one both 
:-vitq the black community, but particularly 
with the white establishment with whom 
they maintain love-hate relations.' " 

Williams also reported that Robinson , 
Crockett ahd Congressmen John Conyers 
(D-Mich .) and Ron Dellums (D-Calif.) 
wanted to keep " white liberals" out of 
Bishop's trip "at the organizational level." 
Williams reported she was going to set up 
meetings with Conyers and Dellums to in
sist on " involving the progressive interna
tionalist community and the l?eace com
munity.'' 
• Dellums also was mentioned in a New 
Jewel. Movement Political Bureau meeting 
summary. The PolitBureau meeting min
utes, dated 15 December 1982, read: "2.2 
Ron Delluins: His assistant , Barbara Lee, is 
here presently and has brought with her a 
report on the International A.irport that was 
done by Dellums. They have requested that 
we look at the documept and suggest any 
changes we deem necessary - they will pe 
willing to make the changes. Cde . [Com
mander] Layne was assigned the task." 

The Reagan administration had claimed 
on a number of occasions that the airport at 
Grenada was being built for military pur
poses, not for tourism. Dellums , in pub.lie 
statements and in a report read into the Con
gressional Record, took the New Jewel 
Movement position: The airport was s~rictiy 
for tourism. SOF finds it most intriguing 
that a U.S. congressman was willing to let 
Grenadian communists '' suggest any 
changes'' they would like made and to 
assure them that the changes would be 
made . · 

When I called Cong . Dellums' office on 
11 November, aide Max Miller confirmed 
that Barbara Lee was a member of Dellums' 
staff in 1982. 

After read.ing the quote from the Grena
dian Polit.Bureau meeting regarding Del
lums to Miller, I asked to talk with Dellums 
and was told he was not in the office since it 
was Veteran's Day. I asked if he could be 
reacj:led on Monday and Miller said: "You 
can call back Monday. We would appreci-
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ate receiving the document in the mail in full 
context so that if any statement is warranted 
by us it will be made at that time. " 

After giving SOF Dellums ' address, Mil
ler asked: " How did you come to have 
access to this document?' ' 

" I found it on the floor of the deputy 
defense minister's office ," I answered . 

"You found it - you were allowed ac
cess even though the congressional delega
tion wasn't?" asked Miller. 

" I got there before they did. At the time I 
got there there was no one there ,'' I replied. 

" You got there before the invasion 
force?'' 

" Oh no, I got there a couple of days 
after. " 

' ' A couple of days after? I thought no one 
else was allowed on the island." 

" We got in on Sunday and at that time 
you could still get in there. '' 

" Sunday·, 6 November, or Sunday, 30 
October?" 

" Sunday, 30 October. " 
" If you could send that express mail I 

would appreciate having it." 
" OK. If you want to call us back the area 

code is 303 and the number is 449-3750 and 
I'm Jim Graves , G-R-A-V-E-S ." 

" That's fine . I've read your material be-
fore . Enjoy your weekend." · 

" Same to you, " I concluded, but some
how I think he may not have meant it. 

But once SOF gathered its intelligence 
reports from Grenada, we still had deadlines 
to meet. After the mad rush to get our stor
ies, most of us journalists faced another 
scramble for transport back to the United 
States to get photos processed and stories 
into print. Back in the States, after being cut 
off from news for almost a week , we learned 
of the international and national reaction to 
the Grenada rescue mission. 

On the international scene , the United 
Nations, including those member states 
who are our allies , " deplored" the Amer
ican action in Grenada. 

Meanwhile at home , during the opera
tion , in Miami the Grenada National Steel 
Band entertained a crowd of Grenadians , 
who were celebrating the liberation of the 
island . Two days later, a crowd of 3,000 
Latins turned out for a flag-waving rally 
where the most popular signs were " Viva 
Reagan " and "First Grenada , Nicaragua 
Later and Cuba Third." 

According to a nationwide poll, the 
American public enthusiastically favored 
the operation - by a 9-to- l majority -
primarily because the American students 
evacuated off the island returned with 
thanks for their "rescuers . " 

Relieved medical student Jeff Geller 
summed up the students ' feelings in thank
ing Reagan and the American troops who 
were on Grenada: ''Prior to this experience , 
I had held liberal political views , which 
were not always sympathetic with the posi
tion of the American military . There ' s one 
thing to view an American military opera
tion from afar and quite another to be res
cued by one." 

Even some Americans who could not be 
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Desantis manufactures a complete line of holsters and 
accessories, creatively designed to fill the specific 

needs of gun enthusiasts and law enforcement personnel. 
Available at your favorite Firearms or Sporting Goods Store, 

or mail $2 for catalog. Dealer inquiries 1nv1ted. 

THE KING AND SUTLEY COMPANY 
An American Corporation Known For Quality 

The King and Sutley Company presents their quality line of swords and sword 
canes for the collector as well as the survivalist. All swords are top quallty with 
highly polished blades and brass components. 

Decorative Calvary Sword 
Order No. 203 
36" overa ll . $12.99 

Lions Head Sword Cane 
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Can be used as a sword or walking cane. 
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made of wood with a lions head mounted on 
top and a white carved horn piece inlay. 36" 
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expected to concede that the operation was 
the wise thing to do did so. Democrat ic 
Congressman and Speaker of the House 
Thomas "Tip" O'Neil, who had been an 
outspoken critic of the operation , said he 
had changed his mind after hearing the re
port of the congressional delegation that 
went to Grenada. SOF suspects he actually 
saw the poll results indicating the over
whelming popular approval of the action. 

CBS News announced it had polled 304 
Grenadians and found that 91 percent "are 
glad the U .S. troops came to Grenada," 
while only eight percent were opposed. 
Also 76 percent of those polled said they 
believed Cuba wanted to take control of 
Grenada's government , and 65 percent said 
they believed the airport was built for Cuban 
and Soviet military purposes. 

On the liberal front , columnists Anthony 
Lewis, New York Times, and Mary 
McGory, Washington Post, questioned the 
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Backwoods Survivor 
Order No. 120 
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The King and Sutley Company 
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Grenada operation. Of course. 
Congressman Dellums, a member of the 

congressional delegation that went to Gre
nada, stated that he disagreed with the 
majority conclusion that the venture was 
justified as a means of protecting American 
lives. 

t ' MILITARY GRAPHICS t 
DEPT. 3 - BOX 228 

UNKIRK, MARYLAND U.S.A. 20754 
Phone (301) 2fi2·2500 

WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION of 
MILITARY INSIGNIA SPORTSWEAR 

Congressman Conyers joined six other 
Democratic congressmen in seeking the im
peachment of Pres . Reagan because they 
contend he violated the U.S. Constitution 
by ordering the invasion of Grenada. 

SOF strong ly suspects that Lew is, 
McGory and Dellums are not happy with the 
liberat ion of Grenada. But the Grenadians, 
the American public and SOF are. 

SOF's Grenada coverage will be con
tinued in the March issue with additional 
articles on the weapons captured on the is
land and accounts of the soldiers who liber
ated it.~ 

OFFICIAL 
SOF BERET 

& INSIGNIA 

TOP 
QUALITY 

RED BERET 
made to U.S. Gov't specifications $13.00 
post·paid. SOF COLORED ENAMELED 
INSIGNIA $7.00 post·paid. Specify beret 
size. 

SOF EXCHANGE - P.O. Box 687 
Dept. 1083 - Boulder, CO 80306 

For Sale: 
EXCLUSIVE EDITION 

EL SALVADORAN 
JUMP WINGS 

Only 200 Matched and Numbered Sets 
In April 1983, Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
was contracted by Col. Juan Rafael Bustillo, 
El Salvador Air Force Commander, to pro
duce 2,000 jump-qualification insignias for the 
Salvadoran Airborne Battalion (Batallon 
Aerotransportado), which belongs to the Sal
vadoran Air Force. These "wings" are num
bered 0001 through 1500 in silver color for 
enlisted personnel and 0001 through 0500 in 
gold for officers. Soldier of Fortune is author
ized to retain and sell 200 MATCHED and 
NUMBERED sets. Each set consists of one 
silver- and one gold-colored heavy brass 
parachutist's insignias. These will be num
bered 0001-0200. The remainder have been 
issued to the El Salvadoran Parachute Battal
ion. The price is $79.00 per set which includes 
one new 1983 issue Batallon Aerotransportado 
shoulder-sleeve insignia and a letter of author
ization from Col. Bustillo, on Salvadoran Air 
Force stationery, containing the matching 
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numbers of your "wings." Additional shoul
der-sleeve insignia are available at $4.95 each. 
Remember, this is an exclusive contract and 
we have only 200 matched sets, so order now! 

Make Checks Payable To: 

SOF EXCHANGE, 
P.O. BOX 687, Dept. SF-2, 

BOULDER, CO 80306 
Find enclosed $ ____ for matched num-
bered sets of El Salvador Jump Wings at $79.00 per set. 

I am also enclosing $ for additional 
El Salvadoran Batallon Aerotransportado shoulder-sleeve 
insignia at $4.95 each. 
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To commemo rate the British 
victory over aggression a Limited 
Edition of 1000 British Commando 
knives have been meticu lously 
crafted by the renowned f irm of 
Will iam Rodgers, Sheffi e ld 
En gland. Hand les are heavily go ld 
plated, blades are mirror po li shed 
steel with the dates o f 
the Falklands Campaign 
tastefully inscribed.The 
famous SAS. insignia is ~~I~~ 

etched on the tang .This 
custom knife is attractive ly 
packaged in a gold-foi l-stamped , 
black presentation box with red 
satin lini ng and comes with acer
tif icate of authenticity bearin g t he 
signature and sea l o f the Lord 
Mayor of Sheffie ld Eng land. Each 
kn ife is seria l-numbered and is 
offered for on ly $165 ppd. 

OTHER 
UNUSUAL 

MILITARY & 
SURVIVAL 

PRODUCTS! 
Send $1 .00 (refundable) for my 
latest catalog . 

MORRIS 
LAWING 

150 GARLAN D COURT 
CHAR LOTTE. N C 28202 
O uls1de N.C. 1-800-438-4970 
In N C ca ll (704 ) 375- 1740 

NoC 0 D pl nse Sa1rs l ac11on always guaranteed 
We acceot Visa and Mas te rCard 
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GENUINE GI 
JUNGLE BOOT 

SIZES 7-14 &N , R, W, X-W, 
some 112 sizes 

$4500 
Spike Protective , canvas

nylon uppers, leather 
bottom , screen vent 

in arch . 

MASTER CHARGE. VISA. COO's accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
government surplus including camouflague 
fat igues. 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 

ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS .. INSURED. 

--., 
I 

Only I 
$2191 

I 
I 
I 

Light , rugged, I 
accurate .45 I 

al iber carbine I 
for sport or 

survival. Best buy I 
in a brush gun. 

Over 50.000 sold. I 

11111Am14i I 
45 CALIBER SEMI-AUTOMATIC CARBINE I 

Free Brochure CA Inc. I 
Box 10214- SF•Knoxvill e, TN 37919 • 

------------

32 BATTALION 

Continued from page 49 

as they could if the unit were using stan
dard SADF weapons. For some reason 
(easily explained by Peter Kokalis , no 
doubt) , each assault rifle sounds differ
ent than its competitor - an AK-47 
sounds different than an M16 and both 
sound different than a South African R-
4. The split-second hesitation during the 
initial outbreak of a fire fight caused by 
hearing their side's weapons can give 
the men of 32 Battalion that brief, but 
vital , tactical advantage. Often, that is all 
they need to successfully carry out their 
search-and-destroy mission. 

The units of the battalion are con
tinually deployed, spending six weeks in 
the bush, then rotating back to Camp 
Buffalo in the western Caprivi of South 
West Africa for six weeks' R&R. 

Although R&R for battalion troopies 
means a chance \a visit their families 
who live in the native town, or kimba, 
some seven kilometers from the camp, 
not all is fun and games. This period 
back at base is used for retraining , 
reoutfitting and preparing for the next 
bushtrip. 

Physical fitness is emphasized con
tinually during the period spent at Buffa
lo. No private motor vehicles are allowed 
although the troops may own bicycles. 
But they can't ride their bike from the 
kimba to the base. They must walk or 
run . 

The unmarried troops live in typical 
company-style barracks . The wh ite 
officers live with their men. There are no 
separate officers' quarters in 32 Batta
lion . 

The officers assigned to 32 Battalion 
are a special breed of men. They are all 
volunteers and must be psychologically 
equipped to spend long periods of time 
living in the bush with native troops. 
When you consider that these officers 
come from a society that practices racial 
segregation, and that they now must live 
intimately with and trust their lives to the 
black troops of the battalion, it is appa
rent that it requires a dedicated, open
minded, adaptable individual to be an 
officer in 32 Battalion. 

Since all commands are given in Por
tuguese, the South Africans assigned to 
the unit must be fluent in that language 
(or they learn very quickly). They must 
be well-versed in bushcraft and tracking 
in addition to executing their normal 
leadership tasks. 

Their men are veterans of many bat
tles on the African continent. Some have 
been fighting since their officers were 
tiny children. They are skeptical of out
siders and a new man must prove his 
mettle before being accepted by them. 
The officers of 32 Battalion must lead by 
example and from the front, not back in 
some company CP. 
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It is a tough but rewarding duty for the 
qfficers of 32 Battalion. 

A major incqnvenience for all whites in 
the outfit, officers and NCOs alike, is that 
they must· always keep their eixposed 
skin areas camouflaged with black dye. 
A white face or hand sticks out like a 
sore thumb in Africa. ·The lighter skin of 
the whites also reflects light, which can 
instantly pe picked up by sharp-eyed 
bush-11fise terroris~s. Living constantly. in 
the bush with black dye smeared all over 
one's skin requires an individual who 
can adapt to m95t anything. ·· 

The troopies of 32 Battalion are alsq 
excepti9nal individuals. Mariy have 
been fighting in the bu::;h for years, first 
against . the Portuguese, seeking inde
pendence from a colonial power, then, 
after independence, in the ensuing civil 
war, and how against SWAPO terrorists . 

The troopies arei from the) Bokongo 
tribe which lives· in the border area of 
northeastern Angoia and southwestern 
Zaire. In fact 30 percent of the battalion 
troops come from Zaire. Replacement 
personnel also come from the same 
~ribe . · 

The bµsh-telegraph system, 
seemingly unique to fhe wilds of Africa, 
not only gets information to and froni the 
folks and relatives back home, but also 
serves as a vehicle for recruiting re-
placements. · 

Consider - the new recruit must work 
his way south down the lerigth of Angola 
through hostile areas controlled not only 
by the MPLA and SWAPO, bµt also 
Jonas Savimbi, a·n old enemy from the 
Angolan Civil War. All this effort just fo 
get tq the battalion does not guarantee 
acceptance by the outfit. Yet, they come 
south in droves, seeking to serve with 
their fellow tribesmen. Now that is de
dicatio.n! No wonder the battalion has 
had such tremendous success in the 
SWAPO terrorist war, when filled with 
such highly motivated individuals. 

Like our Special Forces, the individual 
trocipie in the battalion is cross-trained to 
perform other stick-member's jobs. As a 
battal ion spokesman told SOF, "Every
body can do everybody else's job." · 

The men of 32 Sattalion are referred 
to by other South African officers as "our 
Special Forces." Unlike U.S. Special 
Forces, they are not airborne qualified. 
Giyen the caliber ofthe officers and men 
serving iri the battalion , one can rriake a 
safe bet that, if required, they would take 
to airborne training like ducks to water. 

Special-forces "purists" should over
look this lack of airborne qualification -
32 Battalion 's mission· doesn't require it. 
In spite of this, these men are special 
forces: They are an elite, special breed 
of soldier. They are tough, dedicated, 
highly trained individuais carrying out 
extremely dangerous, mostly clandes~ 
tine, missions. They are a credit to the 
profossion of arms. Any nation in the 
world would be privileged to have sol
diers like them serving in their armed 
forces.~ · 
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BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum , 9mm and 00 
Buck . Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ
STD-0101.Ql. Weighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt . 

Front & Back P"rotector .. · , . $150.00"ppd. 
Detachable Sid~ Panels. . $27.50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U .S. Government 
Edgewoo!:f Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov· 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Depariment 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

1"1' TIHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(i' division of David Matthews , Inc .) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

GENUINE GOV'T. ISSUE 
M-65 FIELD JACKET 

Current Gov 't. i~sue all-weather field jacket is 
w1_ndproof, water repellent, and wqrri by the 
m1l1tary for cold weather climates. This jacket 
1s manufactured under strict quality stand
ards by a prime goverriment contractor in th11 
United States. Excellent fo'r huriting, work or 
leisure. ' 
Only$39~5 

AVAILABLE IN CURRENT GOV'T. COLORS: 
GI Olive Drab• Woqdl'and Camouflag~ ·(cur
rent issue) 
ALSO AVAILABLE IN: 
Tiger Stripe Camouflage• Swat Bl11ck • Police 
Navy• AF Sage Green • Khaki 
SIZES: X-Sm, Sm, M, Lge, X-Lge. For proper 
fit, specify chest measurements. 
State size and color, and mail $39.95 plus 
$3.00 for shipping and handli11g to: 
GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 15156 Dept. SF 
Chattanooga, TN 37415· 

THE M 19-A (RIGHT) 
' 

BB SUBMACHINE GUN 

THE M19-AMP (LEFT) 
BB SUBMACHINE 

PISTOL 
Even a do-it-yourself army has trou ble 
deciding which is the best - but face it, 
both the M 1 9-A and M 19-AMP have 
the same high fire power rate of over 
3 ,000 BB's per minut e with an effect ive 
range of over 50 yards! They're both 

tough, too, and they 're simple to load. 
Just remove the fill er ca p and pour in 
the BB' s (3 ,000 max), pop in the com
pressed air or convenient 1 pound can 
of standard auto air conditioning freon 
and you're set for muster! So get in on 
the auto action 1md get your M 19-A ·or 
Ml 9-AMP today! Better yet, get 'em 
both and end the argument . 

$39.00 each o.r 
both for $ 75.00 

OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW 
FL RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 

•....•............... ••••.•..•••.•.... 
: SEND TO: 
• LARC INT .. P.O. BOX 460. MAITLAND, FL 

32751 
(3051 339-6699 

THIS MUST BE SIGNED. SF-2 
I AFFIRM THAT I AM 1 8 YEA RS 

OR OLDER. 

SIGNED·------------

SEND ME: D Ml 9·A 0 M19·AMP D soTH 
PRINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOW ING : 

NAME 

STREET-----------

CITY 

STATE------- ZIP---•••..•.•.•...........•.•••..•...•.••.•• 
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CONSERVE ENERGY ~,,, . Tl-~sl_· COf._ORS 

.t.tlSHl~TSOUAlllY ·~ · ~~~'JC".: 
tOINO SIU!.•S(llHNI O t~" }<, , : .. ,-.:.:ef~/;z..-; 

~ (!.~ Jcrliey!' ·y.-,;· ~! 
:i SWAT TEAM CAP SI~ 7'!fl' 

Novy Colton Twill ® $10 
Ad jus table H 1N COLOR 

$6 .QO + 50¢ postage "'~ff.J, '": only 

!{!,NG DISTA!(GE ,,.l..:~~Jit ., ~ ..:::mo,..,.. ~~· .'.!~.~,,,:_ ·.. -~~HX I "' 

iiP""-. ",.~\l t :If ~ -
The Next Best W 'b • ¢:,'r, , \ '' @ BeT~in.fh'!'~e /JON'T RUN ~~~~l.\~~);~.c . . 

T- Shirts $8.50 /a;;·~~ 
Jerseys S 10.95 THE @ d.',,BUMPERSTICKEllS · 

n, )l,:~norz· i::..1 ava1la blc in •cmovablc ~ - UJD1ur ..... · ~ black o n white vmyl. 
·~~~l!::-11'9~· $200 PcUS 50CPOSI .... 

A~THD8ITI , , ' -, • 

--~PEACE,, THROUGH ~ 
SUPERIOR FlJlEPOWER y '1'111: ·~• '.\' '1'11 .\'J' 

,ll ,\UI·: 

~M 
- '1'111: TWERTIES 

llO.\I< ® 
: enclose total amount due ~""""" 
and state : · '111KOUGR 
l)quantity 2)size3)color4)itein choice SUPlllUOH 

Colors FIJµiPOWEK @ 
t-shirts: tan· It. !:>lue ·black· · 

V/S4 0""°111'4) j [Z] ..... _ ..• 
- bq pllofte . . 
2~d~s (615) 624-1851 

~~-~~:~ 
~Jl,."terprise$ 

jerseys: white w/ black slee.v~ . 
small / med./large / XL/ XXL :;>12.00 (Available In 1- shi,ts only ) DEPT.•SOF 

P.O.BOX 3611 
CHATTANOOGA. TN F404 

ALLOW 4-6 WEEl<S FOH DELIVERY 

SUPPORT - . 

SOF 
ADVERTISERS 

Semi-Automatic Versions of the famous 
THe1 e 11-A1 "Tommy Gun" 1921AsP1sroL 

GOVERNMENT MODEL SHOWN WITH OPTIONAL 
As ACP AUTOMATIC PISTOL by Auto Ordnance Corp. 

NOW AVAILABLE IN 9mm. 
DRUM. 

1927 Al DELUXE .45 cAL. 

1927 A·3 22 CAL. DELUXE 

1927 A·1 C LIGHTWEIGHT .45 CAL. 

Ouer 2V. million Thompsons sold since 1921 

As the manufacturer of America's most recognized guns, we know the 
importance of maintaining a reputation. Quality parts and expert crafts
manship go into each gun and it shows! Send $1.00 for i!fustrated 

catalog describing each modf]/ and our full line of accessories. 

·1r Auto-Ordnance Corporation 
it Box SF-2, West Hurley, N.Y. 12491 (914) 679-7225 

@ -= . 
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Continued from page 71 

The guerrillas' faces tightened with wor
ry the closer we got. Any minute a fusillade 
could tum the boat into splinters and us into 
bloody feed for the sharks (the San Juan 
River, along with Lake Nicaragua, is one of 
the few fresh-water bodies in the world that 
sharks inhabit). Four-hundred meters 
Three-hundred. "We shouldn't have come 
this close; we're helpless,'' said the middle
aged guide in the bow. He fi9geted and 
dabbed the sweat from his lined face with a 
greasy cloth . 

At a hundred meters the guerrillas ' faces 
were fleshy knots. Suddenly, they relaxed 
somewhat; the house looked abandoned. 
We had to be sure, though. I was the second 
man off the boat. We cautiously trudged up 
th<:; steep bank with our Kalashes level, step
ped over a shallow trench and checked out 
the place: Nothing. The only evidence of 
the Sandinistas , besides the trench, was a 
stick blind over a foxhole ~nd a rotting 
FSLN alphabetization book (read: indoc
trination tract) among a heap of qusty, 
sheared wool in the otherwise empty house. 
I leaf~d over its tattered, curling pages. Pure 
propaganda: "Lesson 1: Long live the 
FSLN"; " Tht\ Yankee plunder was finished 
pff"; " Death to Yankee Imperia)ism." 
And to top things off, on the final page was 
the FSLN hymn with the lines: "We fight 
against the Yankee/Enemy of humanity.' ' I 
stuffed the book in my shirt and walked into 
the adjacent shed . A couple of guerrillas 
were rummaging throqgh hundreds of 
blanched com cobs . Outside the others were 
lying i11 the grass. 

I sa\ down with \he three Panamanians. 
Two of them were trading barbs. The six
foot, 190-pound Sampson, a black guy, had 
more than he could handle with the five
foot-six-inch, lean, quick-witted Beto. 
Yunya, silting cross- l~gged with hi s 
goateed chin propped on a fist, smiled wryly 
and enjoyed the· show. Frustrated , the big 
ma11 turned to me and complained in perfect 
New York jive talk. (Sampson had lived in 
Brooklyn as a youngster until after high 
school.) 

Flees, chiggers, lice ... 

Tadeo was pn the third and final shuttle. 
He gave us final instructions and saw us ~ff 
into the bush. Jose, our squad leader, 
counted us into Indian file. I was number 
six, sandwiched betwee11 Beto and Samp
son in front, and Yunya in back. Waiting for 
the first group to leave, I reached out and 
plucked a mini red pepper from its bush and 
cautiously bit into it. Sweet. As l chewed, 
Josy waved his hand forward and led us into 
the jungle around· 1230 hours. 

The jungle cannibalizes itself. You smell 
it in the mud that doesn't dry during the 
rainy season because of the dense vegeta
tion and the rot of dead leaves and insects. 
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You hear it in the strange noises of creatures 
hunting and feasting on each other. You see 
it in the rotting carcasses of those caught. 
And yqu feel it in the fleas , chiggers , lice 
and mosquitoes swarming your body. The 
mosquitoes are particularly menacing be: 
cause of the threat of malaria and jungle 
leprosy. 

We silently walked five meters apart, just 
in case of ambush, over a windihg path, 
periodically stopping when we thought San
dinistas might be nearby or to clear over
growth. Broad fems whacked at our legs 
and branches poked our faces . Occasional
ly , someone got entangled in vines. Fatigu~ 
began to show after an hour of plodding up 
and down hilly terriiin . The men tripped 
more often and made more noise; rifles held 
ready at the start were slung, dangling, over 
shoulders. We padded in a crouch across a 
high grass clearing, taking special care not 
to slash our hands or faces on the bayonet
sharp blades, and rested in a clump of 
orange trees. 

No one talked . I couldn't have talked if I 
had wanted to - my throat was so parched. 
I was dehydrated. It must have been a hun
dred degrees. My body was covered with 
sweat, which washed off the repellent and 
attracted a host of mosquitoes. 1 reapplied 
repellent. 

A compa, or comrade, tossed me a peeled 
orange, and I sucked on it passionately. It 
wasn ' t the quality of Florida oranges; in 
fact, it tasted more like a grapefruit , but it 
had juice. Not enough, however, and even a 

LOUISIANA LIGHTNING 
BOOT KNIFE 

A wicked looking double edge blade, 2'/.o" long. This en· 
tire knife is forged from a single piece of 440 stainless 
steel. Lightweight,_ skeleton handle - you can wrap it for 
comfort or use as is. Comes with leather sheath with 
bootlbelt clip and quick release strap to secure knife. 
Money-Back Guarantee. 

We honor VISA and MASTERCARD. 
Call Toll Free 800-334-5476. 
Write for FREE Catalog! 

P,gS Sa/!M oept . J-24 
P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27515 

NEW 6 FT. TAKE· DOWN BLOWGUN 
SURVIVAL WEAPON SILENT POWERFUL 

Beaded Darts 
S3.50ptr 100 

FRee/ 
BROADHEAD 
WITH DARTS 

FROM LOCKED 
AND 
COCKED .. 

1 O•on.1nce SIC<l'I con S11uCN>l"I 

1riougtl0u! 
2 <: halQenea S1etll IOOflC'I 

1aoc•oo shall 
J Pos.1•~10Ck 1ns<ire$ 

Sfla'l w I• rema,n open 

Cu•·ng "156 

4 l<rtu!!ed nos>l•llC 
gr o Blued f1n1st1 
sm.lar :o a 1,ne 

ORDER NO. 
BR-50010 

. . TO OPEN 
in only 

11250 th sec. 
with only a 

press of the 
pocket clip! 

a i..nie s ... ':' oiaao 
gravily knole Ori.. dagger 

e!C There aie NO FEDERAL 
LAV'•S AGAINST ITS 

PURCHASE 

POWERFUL 
SPRING LOADED 

MECHANISM 
Osc1ee1 enecti ....e 0101ect+0n t011nose 

oueSl•OOat>IC occasror's When oeoce o! 
m.ncl lenos sccu111y when a bu'I..) '"e 
aim or i..nie w~ OC'JC!• 00 The GuatCl 

tamer is tlle•e ·nsta ly ava•lable 
y,f. l'!Oll!SUSP<CIOl'I 

P lHM nott: Trie Guaratartie1 •5 tlOI a cneap 
Pf!fl or mecnan.ca1 oerc•I w~h an aaoeo nee-ale 
OI Olade bul rather a neavy·Culy c1eosioo pre> 

UuCl deSogfleO "'m vou• DEFENSE .n m.od 

BRYG'S, INC. 
P.O. Box 1452 

Lilburn, GA 30247 

Dea ler Inquires Invited 

ANNOUNCING The Only "Camouflaged" Emergency Wound Dressing 
~ NOW AVAILABLE FOR THE FIRST TIME 

Official Milit~ry Issue In A_ IU +MEDIC 
NSN 6510-00-159-4883 I nH 

Made to Strict 
Military Specifications 

Olive green waterproof outer wrap 

11~ ·.~ -~:- l~ 
~ lnne-r paper wrap " 

with instructions 

EMERGENCY WOUND DRESSING 

CAMOUFLAGED - Olive green, blends with environment 

MULTI-PURPOSE - Dressing , sling, tourniquet, immobil izer '
COMPACT - Compress packed to only 2" x 4" x %" 

LIGHT WEIGHT - Replaces 20 gauze pads & 8 ft. of oandage 

HIGHLY ABSORBENT - Holds more than Vi pint of blood. 

SELF-APPLIED - No assistance required 
and IT'S STERILE 

Traumedic in use 

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER - Use this form to order and get discount on multiple units: 

Partially open -
ready for use 

Regular Price: $2.80 per Traumedic + postage - Total 53.17 D 
Special Otter #1: 3 Traumedic $2.50 each + postage - Total SS.35 D Save S .90 
Special Otter #2: 10 Traumedic $2.50 each + 1 FREE 

and we pay postage - Total $25.00 D Save $4.86 
PLUS EXTRA REFERRAL GIFT OFFER WITH EACH ORDER SHIPPED 

•The ideal survival dressing for 
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ """'...,.,.,....,.""",,,...------------
Stree1 _ _ __________ _ _ _ _ _______ _ _ _ 

immediate care of wounds. 
•Military personnel use it to save lives. 
•True self-reliance even if seriously injured. 
• Essential for home, car, boat, field use. 
• No outdoorsmen should be without their 
"Tra~medic Emergency Wound Dressing". 
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City Slate Zip _ _ _ _ _ 
Please lisl name and address or outlet where you purchase most of your survival needs. 

Name of Outlet--------------------- --
City State _____ _ 
Send check with order or bill lo: Sorry no phone orders. 

Visa Card # Mastercard # Exp. Date ____ _ 

Fraass Survival Systems Inc., 3830 Boston Road, Bronx, N.Y. 10475 F-2 
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ANY ASSA 
WITH PAL 
SIZED INSTA 
PROTECTION 
TELESCOPING 
STEEL COILS 

These are the 
original steel whi 
gun blued for low 
profile visibil ity, 
small but powerful. 
They open in an 
eyeblink, del iver 
stunningly painful 
blows, rendering 
assailants helpless 
instantly without 
breaking bones. 
No matter the odds, 
with BLITZ or SIPO, 
they're with you. 
Totally guaranteed. 

Dealer Inquiries 
Invited · 

Specifications: 
BLITZ: 5Ya" closed, 
13314" open, 
5Y2 ounces. 
SIPO: 6" closed, 
16" open, 
10 ounces. 

$1295 BLITZ Plus$2.00Shipping 

s 1 9 95 s I PO Plus $2.00 Ship~jng 

GET YOURS Now1· 
To Order, just send your name, and address 
with check, cash or money order to: 
INCO, P.O. Box 3111Dept.8(2) 
Burbank, CA 91504 
(213) 842c4094 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTE~ 
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Amazingly Sharp and Compact 
With a Rugged Personality · 

Steiner 's 8 x 30 is built especially for the outdoor~ . So you 
see nature at its best, its most brilliant, and in precise detail. 
Steiner 's 8 ~ 30 is precision-made by qualified German 
lensmakers-the world's finest optical crattsmen. As a 
result , you get an amazingly razor-sharp image. The sub
iect seems to leap out at you. 
Plus, you'll be amazed by how bright the image appears. 
Steiner optics are renown for brightness. 
What's more, Steiner's Bx 30 is so compact and 
lightweight, you can hold it easi ly in one hand. Yet, it's 
superior in almost every way to many larger. more expen· 
sive binoculars. The Bx 30 has everything you need in the 
field. Shock-proof. Slip·proof. Rain-proof. Corrosion-free. 
Noise-free. Multi-coated lenses prevent glare. Made of un
breakable, rubber-armored Makrolon. Steiner's Bx 30 Field 
Glasses-Among the best maqe. Sugg. list $169. 
Also see Steiner's 6 x 30 Compact, 7 x 35 Wide Angle, 
7'x 50 Military-Marine, and 7 x 50 Commander with built· 
in compass. At your dealers now. 

PIONEER & CO., 216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108 

ATl'ENTION AR·15 
& M·16 OWN'5RS . 

Store These Items Here ! 

;, A1~@ f _: 

· '~" ,_... 
BUCK'S PISTOL CRIP CAP· 

Utilize that hollow area! 'Store ex
tra ammo, cleaning gear or other 
survival items in your weapon! 

$2.00 PLUS soc 
POSTACE & HANDLl!llCi 
BUCK'S MANUFACTURING 

P.O. BOX 67 MONTAGUE, Ml'49437 

·~ JIUY DIRECT & SAVE$$$ 
.223FMJ per M '119" .308FMJ per 500 '109'~ 
. 44MAG. per 500 s99• 0 

• 30cARBINE M s15990 

.45AcP:RNL M s159•0 .41 MAG. 500 s12990 

.38sP.SWC per Msgg•• AMERICAN MADE/ 
Send FFL and M.o'. to: REMANUFACTURED 

29897 C.R. 18 W., Elkhart, IN 46517 
Non FFL holders coll for delivery arrangements. 
CALL FREE FOR COMPLETE DETAILS. 

1 
_
800

_
348

_
7595 

IN, AK and HI call : 
(219) 293-3473 

copious swig from another compa 's canteen 
didn't quench my thirst. 

Jose checked to see if everyone was pres
ent. He snapped his fingers and we con
tinued our trek . A half-hour later, we ren
dezvoused with the other squads at the 
wooded creek adjacent to the clearing where 
the µnattended cattle were pastured. We 
slaked our thirst, and then about half of us 
fanned out to form a security ring while the 
resnounded up the cows. 

It was almost a rodeo. The stomping 
beasts kept dodging us and running in cir
cles . Finally, three were lassoed and drag
ged off by Buffalo's squad. The fourth was 
too. violent and had to be left behind. That 
dohe, my unit · recrossed the creek and 
walked backward up a hill - to throw off 
anyone tracking us - and set up ambush 
positions . The remaining squad lay in wait 
on the hill upstream from ours. Another five 
guerrillas were supposed to be ready for 
action on the other side of the river. But the 
Sandinistas didn ' t come. 

Just before sunda.wn, we opened up our 
cans of sardines and syrupy milk with 
knives and mixed the contents with crackers 
for a tasty meal for a change. This was one 
of the little pleasures of going on missions . 
At 1800 hours I took my shift on watch. 
Darkness soon swallowed up the surround
ings so I sang The Who apd Doors tunes to 
myself and counted stars to -keep myself 
ale'rt . An ·hour-and-a:half later, I handed the 
bandless g!ow-in-the-dar.k watch to the next 
man and stumbled about for a place to sleep. 

The guerrillas had either spread their 
black · plastic sheets on the ground or over 
branches to I!lake champas. I had forgotten 
mine, ~o I just cleared the moist leafy earth, 
iay down and rested my head on my knap
sack. I closed my eyes but couldn 't fall 
asleep. My s~in was clammy; ants crawled 
all over me and mosquitoes buzzed in my 
ears'. I sat up, plµcked lice out of my greasy, 
snarled hair , then played with chips of phos
phorescent, decaying bark, which was 
everywhere , as if the Milky Way had been 
minfaturized and scattered around us . I tried 
to extinguish the bark's bluish-white glow: 
The peasants used it to decorat~ Christmas 
trees. Now it made a perfect, if bizarre , 
night light. fatigue finally caught up with 
me and' I drifted off to unconsciousness . 

We stirred awake just as the crest of the 
sun touched the horizon, ate a quick break
fast of milk syrup and crackers and headed 
back for "home." Someone thought he 
heard ·human noises during the"night, sci 
Jose , not wanting to take any chance of 
falling into a cou.ntercambush, ran us 
through a detour twice as Jong and arduous 
as our original ·route . 

It rained off anc:l on throughout the trek 
and we, soaked to the skin, sjogged shin
deep through mud up arid down steep jungle 
hills , occasjonall y breaking into clearfogs 
where the high grass scrubbed us. We 
waded a couple of creeks and rested at an 
abandoned straw-thatched hut at the base bf 
a grassy hill. We found orange trees and 
sugar cane nearby. I spotted some red pep
pers identicalto ' th~ one I'd eaten yesterday, 
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and popped one into my mouth . It was hot! I 
could have spit more fire than a dragon. 
Sampson came to my rescue with some 
cane. The sugar juice neutralized the acid. I 
washed it down with a swig from a canteen. 
The guys had a good laugh . 

We hiked up the hill and sat on burnt 
stumps and felled trees while Jose called for 
a boat over his walkie-talkie . We descended 
down the other side and walked another 20 
minutes through the semi-jungle until we 
came to a small abandoned house on the 
grassy bank of the San Juan River. 

Jose mixed oatmeal and water in his can
teen tin with the bent-handled spoon he un
hooked from his harness and ate sloppily . 
He reminisced about how he " dispatched" 
six toads on separate occasions who had 
been tipping off the Sandinistas on when 
and where there would be exoduses of refu
gees. 

" They couldn't believe I was going to 
bring them to justice because I was a demo
cratic guerrilla," he said. " They laughed . 
But when they saw I wasn't joking, they 
cried and pleaded. I told them not •to be 
frightened, that we wouldn't torture them. 

" Some were slick. One tried to pitch a 
grenade at me and another pulled a pistol. 
Pla-Ja-Ja-la-lak ! I gave them full bursts in 
the chest. ' ' He smiled and swiped at the 
flies buzzing around the goo at the comers 
of his mouth and in his beard. His face 
turned hard . "Innocent people were being 
murdered because of those hijos de putas. '' 

The boat picked us up about 20 minutes 
later. It was towing two campesinos in a 
half-water-filled canoe. They untied and 
paddled upstream, looking for platanos. 

We arrived at the encampment at 1000 
hours. There was more color and life. A 
squad coming down from Nueva Guinea 
had brought a macaw, and finally there was 
a big catch offish . The rebels were especial
ly happy when the cattle arrived in the after
noon . Mission accomplished. 

The guerrillas slaughtered a cow in the 
morning. They stabbed it in the chest with a 
kitchen knife and bled it. If it died too quick
ly , the blood would coagulate and poison 
the meat. The cow stood firm. Blood 
sloshed out of the wound like water pumped 
through a port the size of a quarter. Fifteen
year-old Machalin taunted it. It weakened 
and swayed, then its legs buckled. It strug
gled to keep itselfup , but collapsed. Its eyes 
blanched; its breath slowed; it went into 
convulsions and then apparently passed out. 
But when the guerrillas approached, it 
sprang to life and kicked violently. They 
scrambled away, laughing. Soon the beast 
stopped breathing and the guerrillas kicked 
it to make sure it was dead . They were 
skinning and dismembering the carcass 
when a Cessna flew high overhead. 

" Don't shoot!" shouted Israel. " It's 
ours. " But the light airplane turned around 
and barrelled in low . Some ran for cover; 
others stood in the open and aimed their 
AKs. Mistakenly strafed a couple times by 
Salvadoran helicopter gunships last year, I 
took no chances and dove headlong into a 
trench. 
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"Don't shoot," Israel shouted again and 
again . B.ut several guerrillas , including a 
machine-gunner on a hilltop , didn't hear 
and opened fire. Luckily, the plane, flown 
by U.S . farmers surveying their Costa 
Rican property , wasn't hit. 

The surrounding encampments had 
enough beef for several days. (It was pre
served in salt.) We ate it roasted. It was 
delicious , better than anything I had in San 
Jose a week later. ~ 
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Use to: 
• Identify friend or foe. 
• Locate a landing strip. 
• Locate an aircraft. 
• Maintain ship to shore sur

veillance (ship-to-ship). 
• Track a vehicle. 
• Keep cargo and packages 
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ARDE AIR OPS 

Continued from page 73 

went up again and executed another drop, 
this time with bigger stones. 

(A SAM blasted The Cat and his co-pilot 
out of a blue sky two weeks afterward. He 
couldn't resist the temptation to fly over the 
Castillo on a resupply drop.) 

At 2330 hours I hopped on an arms " con
voy.' ' When I saw the green cattle truck at a 
safe house, I expected to see the SKSs, not 
the five Russian 82mm recoilless guns and 
three mortars. They moved it and dozens of 
crates of their projectiles into the · two 
Toyota trucks and Bronco and we were on 
the road. It was tortuous and muddy. The 
vehicles coughed and sputtered. They occa
sionally bogged down, but we would rock 
out and plow on. We passed over a firm , 
crowned stretch and the engines relaxed. 

Crash! The right rear of our truck popped 
off. We teetered precariously ~ Nathaniel 
and I - the only occupants - carefully got 
out. His face was bloodless. "Oh, God! If 
this happened anywhere else, we would be 
dead," he said breathlessly. 

They moved as many ammo crates as 
could fit into the Bronco. I entered and we 
continued. Nathaniel stayed behind while 
the other truck went to get assistance from 
ARDE collaborators . 

A similar accident happened to the 
Bronco; three lug bolts had broken. We 
caught it and cautiously struggled the final 
klicks to the San Juan. At 0600 hours, we 
loaded the delivery into a launch and mo
tored to Israel's encampment inside Nicar
agua. 

The guerrillas were jubilant. They had 
been complaining about the inactivity of the 
past couple of months and the supplies gave 
substance to the rumors that heavy action 
was about to go down. 

Tadeo kissed a recoilless gun. "With 
this, we shall really rock the Castillo, " he 
shouted. Everyone cheered. Operation 
"Death to the King" was born. Now they 
truly would have a feast. 

The high spirits were boosted even higher 
on 31 August when the legendary Com
andante Zero swaggered into camp with his 
escort. The guerrillas crowded around him 
in the drizzle. He embraced them and made 
light-hearted jokes, then crossed the river to 
stay the night and discuss "Death to the 
King" and logistical problems with Tadeo. 

I talked to the comandante in private for 
15 or 20 minutes the following morning. He 
sat OIJ a seedy bed and spoke passionately in 
a rhythm and tone honed by many inter
views. 

"Nicaragua is suffering. Tomas Borge is 
a murderer," he said with fury in his voice. 
He rolled his wrist and jabbed his finger 
through the air. "We are fighting against 
old Stalin ism .... 

"We're advancing, but we need help. " 
He laid his hands open. "We have 3,700 
combatants, but many need guns, boots, 
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even clothes. We especially need these. " 
He pointed to his U.S. jungle boots . 

' 'Anything is welcome, but we shall not 
be manipulated . The CIA must understand 
this. The gringos can finally do something 
right and help us. But they have a price; they 
want control. Well, I can't necessarily 
promise you an American democracy , but I 
can promise throwing 04t the communists 
and their Cuban and Russian masters .... '' 

We stood and he put his arm over my 
shoulder and stroked his graying beard . 
" You can carry your rifle," he said, " but at 
all costs don't get captured. If you ' re dead , 
they can't prove anything. However, if 
you ' re taken prisoner, they'll make you say 
anything-that you're CIA or an adviser.'' 
He tucked his military shirt over his protrud
ing belly and walked me out, vowing 
September would be a black month for the 
junta. 

An hour later he sped off in his "Free 
Country or Death '' -emblazoned motor boat 
for another encampment. 

Editor's note: The "Death to the King" 
operation promised by ARDE for Septem
ber did take place. Early one morning last 
September, two ARDE twip-engined Cess
nas flew into Nicaragua 's capital city on a 
bombing mission. One swooped over Man
agua 's Augusto Cesar Sandino Airport and 
dropped a 500-pound bomb on the adjacent 
military airfield, destroying a military vehi
cle, a hangar and injuring several soldiers, 
before being hit by antiaircraft fire and 
crashing into the airport tower, killing the 
two pilots. The other Cessna bombed a res
idential section of the city, hitting near the 
residence of Nicaraguan Foreign Minister 
Miguel D 'Escoto, who was out of country at 
the time. The second plane made it back 
safely to ARDE headquarters. 

This aerial assault meant that the Contras 
were now attacking the Sandinistas from 
land, sea and air. · 

According to the author's sources , 
ARDE's " air force" once numbered JO 
light airplanes, a helicopter and 14 to 18 
fliers. Last winter, it had eight io JO fliers 
and five planes. Two planes had been shot 
down (killing four pilots); two were out for 
repairs and one had been grounded by Costa 
Rican authorities, ostensibly for insurance 
reasons. Costa Rica impounded the chopper 
for counterrevolutionary activities and at 
least two pilots have been detained by Costa 
Rican immigration. ~ 
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biography .... . .. . . . $10.00 
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gemini 
'nightstalker' 
Black · Combat Fatigues 
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Coat-4 pocket , made to military specs, fabric similar to 
Woodland in texture, SM·XL .. . $26.50 
Trousers-6 pocket style, 50·50 blend, with cargo pocket on leg, 
made to mil. specs., pull tab at waist and drawstring for blous· 
ing, Sm-XL, reg and long lengths .. . $26.50 
Utility Cap-Baseball style, black sailcloth, w/relnforced front 
and mesh back, one size fits all ... $4.50 
SWAT cap-Solid black cotton , similar to SWAT caps, adj. tab, 
one size fit s all. .. $5.00 
NIGHTSTALKER ASSAULT LOAD: 
Suspenders, black LC-1 style ... $11 .50 
Equipment Belt, Black nylon LC-1 type ... $9.50 
Compass/1st Aid Pouch, Black nylon LC·1 style ... $3.00 
Hip Holster, Nice, Black padded nylon with current belt hooks, 
snap closure , tie-down string, .45 Auto and similar sized 
weapon ... $16.50 
Magazine Pouch, Black nylon Web, holds two .45 mags., velcro 
clcsure ... $9.50 
Magazine Pouch, Black nylon w/snap closure, specify: M16·30, 
M 16-40, or .308 ... $7 .50 
Canteen w/Cover, Black Plastic Spec. Forces issue canteen , 
w/LC·1 style black, nylon padded cover ... $8.50. 
Assault Load Complete ... $58.50 

All items post paid. Prices and availability of merch. subject to change without notice. 
Please incl ude $2.00 handl ing fee on orders under $25.00. Send check, money order, or 
VISA/Mas. Chg. number to: 

GEMINI INDUSTRIES 
Box 20064-F 

Oklahoma City, OK 73156 
Send $5.00 for complete military surplus catalog. 
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p• \ 

Silencers - hillOfV, theory , function , perlormam, a11d conslruction. ruustnted whh pho!os and , 
drawln9s. The most aulhentic. thorou9h. up·to·dJte collection al books on !he topic. 
SlxOloS1!ence1Catalogs S450 
Law En1orcemen! Gurae10 Fuearm S1tenceis ~ 50 
Silencers From 11\e Home Workshop A Construction Manual. Photos. Drawings. 

Dimensions. Ma1enals !or Real Guns in Many Calibers 995 
F11earm S1lence1s Vol 1 9 50 
Fnearm Silencers Vol 2 14 95 
HomeW01kstiopS1lencers I 14.00 
The Silencer Backgrouno and Consiruc11on o! an Elfect1ve Suporessor 11 50 
Silencers Patierns ana P11nt1ples Vol 1 14 50 
Silencers Panerns ana P11nt1ples Vol 2 14 50 
How 10 Bu110 Silencers an 1lluS!ra!eo manual 4 50 
Silencers For Hano f irearms 13 95 
Ou1et Killers Vol 1 9 50 
Ou1e1K1\lersVol 2 950 
S1'encm Smi>e1s &Assassins 1850 

SEMI i.'}~ FULLY 

FULL AUTOMATIC CONVERSION BOOKS 
Puctinl methods lo conver1 your semi-auto wupon lo lull aulo or sel!clive Hie should lhe nud uin. 
Full Auto Volume 1 AR·lS $5 .95 
Volume 2 UZI 5 95 
Volume 3 MAC·10 S 95 
Vorume 4 Semi Au10 Thomoson 5 95 
Volume 5 M 1 Carbine 10 M2 5 95 
fu ll Auto Moo1hcat1on Manual. HK91 HK93. 

MAC·lO. MAC·ll AR·15. Mim·l~ Ml Caroine 800 
Home Workshoo Guns Vol 1 Cors1ruc1ing the Sul!macnine Gun 12 00 
Au!(lflla11c Fuearms Design Boo~ Vol 2 Conversion ol Co~ 45 Pmol 

HK91 HK93 Winchester ·54 W1rthesrer 490 orus orig oro1ec1~ 14 00 
AR·7hotrc Weaoons 1400 
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Russian POWs 

Continued from page 77 

SPETSNAZ is equivalent to the U.S . 
military concept of Special Operations 
Forces. Like its U.S. counterpart, SPETS
NAZ includes many different types of · 
troops. Some SPETSNAZ troops wear the 
same uniform as airborne troops, but they 
differ from normal airborne troop~ in not 
having heavy equipment and by operating 
covertly . They are used in the enemy's rear 
to carry out reconnaissance, to assassinate 
important political or military figures and to 
destroy headquarters, command posts, 
communications centers and nuclear 
weapons . 

Each SPETSNAZ company consists of 
ll5 other ranks , nine officers and II warrant 
officers comprising a headquarters platoon, 
three diversionary platoons and a com-

, munications platoon. Depending upon the 
task, a SPETSNAZ company may divide 
into as many as 15 diversionary groups 
operating as a single unit, or as one intact 
unit. 

If necessary, a SPETSNAZ brigade can · 
operate at full strength, using between 900 
and 1,200 troops against a single target. 
Such a target might be a nuclear installation, 
large military or industrial complex, or even 
a national capital. A SPETSNAZ brigade is 
made up of four battalions, one headquar
ters company and three diversionary battal
ions. Each battalion can split into as many 
as 45 diversionary groups - three batta
lions into 135 small groups. 

The headquarters company of a SPETS
NAZ brigade is of particular interest- it is 
made up of between 70 and 80 specialists 
unknown to many of the other SPETSNAZ 
officers. This company of specialists is con-. 
cealed within the sports teams of the Mili
tary District. Boxing, wrestling , karate, 
marksmanship, running, skiing and para
chuting are the special sports they practice. 
As members of sports teams, they often 
travel abroad, including areas where they 
may become operational in the future. 

In addition to these small companies 
within the diversionary brigades , there are 
also SPETSNAZ long-range reconnais
sance regiments. The best of these regi
ments is stationed in the Moscow Military 
District and, periodically ,' this regiment 
travels abroad in full strength.. On these 
occasions, it goes as the "Combined Olym
pic Team of the USSR." 

The KGB also trains diversionary spe
cialists . However, SPETSNAZ members 
belong to the Central Anny Sports Club, 
while KGB athletes are members of the 
"Dynamo Sports Club." 

Several years ago in Washington D.C., 
one of my favorite spooks finally gave me 
his business card and on it was printed: 
"Friendship Through Contact Sports" and 
his name - no address nor telephone num
ber. I never fully appreciated its message 
until I learned about SPETSNAZ. 

The discovery of SPETSNAZ Tadzhik 
Islamic "advisers" to the Red Army indi-
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cates an increasing degree of Soviet sophis
tication regarding Afghan/Islamic intransi
gence gleaned from the bitter Soviet experi
ence of the past four years. 

''Ask the prisoner if he has anything 
more to say. Would he like me to send word 
to his family that he is alive?" 

We had been at this interview for two 
hours in midday heat. I was tired and I 
needed time to think about his answers be
fore I saw him again. I also wanted time to 
prepare better questions for the second pris
oner with whom the entire grueling process 
would soon be repeated . My brain kept slip
ping into neutral. 

"He has nothing else to say." 
I stood, signalling the interview was 

over. Igor reluctantly got to his feet and was 
escorted wordlessly away. We did not shake 
hands or say goodbye. 

As I watched him walk away, I thought of 
the book I had been reading while I waited 
in my hotel room in Peshawar for the inter
views to be arranged. Somehow Nikolai 
Tolstoy 's Stalin 's Secret War had seemed 
appropriate to the situation . The book con
tained a report by two Russian-speaking 
British intelligence officers dispatched to 
Finland during World War II to interview 
Soviet prisoners of war captured there in 
1940. Their findings remain valid to this 
day and deserve mention. 

"All [Soviet POW] ranks, with a few 
communist exceptions, are genuinely terri
fied of any notification being made of their 
capture, as they had been warned that, 
should they surrender, dire retribution 
should fall on their families - all ranks 
refuse to return as exchanged POWs - they 
are confident of being instantly shot.'' 

Later in the war, after Hitler' s attack on 
his previous ally , in September 1941 , a Se
cret Military Order was issued (the first of 
many), ordering soldiers to commit suicide 
rather than surrender. The chief purpose of 
this order was to prevent Russians from 
defecting to the enemy - it was assumed 
anyone escaping Soviet power necessarily 
would work against the Soviets. For the 
same reason, the USSR refused to accede to 
the 1929 Geneva Convention on Prisoners 
of War, and denied prisoners any comfort or 
contact with home or the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross. 

I thought about the Soviets ' traditional 
policy toward their soldiers who were taken 
prisoners as I waited for the second Russian 
to appear. Afghan guards peeked periodi
cally through the rusted iron door-slits over
looking the flat, parched road leading to the 
walled warehouse and temporary jail where 
we waited. More guards rotated in a routine 
patrol from one comer of the brick wall to 
the other, unslung AKMs at the ready . 

Nearby , less friendly guards stood a fear
ful frontier watch over what has become the 
de facto southern border of the "Evil 
Empire" itself. A precursory study of Rus
sia reveals its unabated appetite for other 
people's property, coupled with a paranoid 
obsession with the security of its ever
increasing national borders . And, like the 
900-pound gorilla, the Soviet Union gets 
whatever it wants. 

From where I stood looking north, the 
world did not appear a very pleasant place. 
It's hotter, meaner and more dangerous than 
a fast-moving forest fire . 

Abruptly, the second Soviet prisoner was 
brought forward from the rear of the com
pound, his mujahideen guards walking 
silently beside him. The second prisoner 
looked older than the first. His hair was long 
by U.S. military standards . He walked truc
ulently toward us as if his appearance here 
were an annoying inconvenience. He sat 
with an arrogant slouch and asked for water 
immediately , checking me out with a quick 
sideways glance-tough-guy style. Prison
er number two was a veteran. On his right 
forearm he had a tattoo of a winged para
chute with a star in the rigging, the new 
Soviet airborne assault wings. Three Cyril
lic letters were centered below the symbol. 

"What is his name and age?" I asked, 
contemplating the prisoner. 

"His name is Khlaime Lefzhevulevich . 
He is 21 years old." 

' ' Where in the Soviet Union is he from?'' 
Prisoner number two shifted irritably in 

his seat as he waited for the ~anslation . 
"He is from Tashkent [Tashkent is the 

Military District Headquarters closest to 
Afghanistan. It is also in Uzbekistan]." 

"What is his rank?" 
His answer was slurred and guttural . ''He 

says he was a private," the translator said. 
"What unit was he with?" I asked , show

ing my irritation with his attitude. He 
slouched lower in his seat and stared at me 
over crossed arms . 

"He was with unit number 70." 
''Tell him I already know the answers to 

many of the questions I will ask him. Tell 
him I only want the truth . Ask him if he was 
in the 70th Motorized Rifle Brigade.'' 

"Yes, he was with the brigade." 
" When did he come to Afghanistan?" I 

asked. There was some confusion when he 
answered - apparently the question was 
garbled during the translations . 

' 'The Soviet Union has been in Afghanis
tan for five years," he stated flatly. (In
teresting and, to a degree, more truthful 
than I expected.) 

"Five years?" I asked. "Why was he 
only a private?'' 

"He has only been in Afghanistan for 18 
months; the Soviet Union has been here 
longer. He says he was only a driver
mechanic." 

(There is some discrepancy in his story 
here. In a second interview, Khlaime men
tioned guarding "Amin ' s Pal~ce." Afghan 
President Amin was shot by Soviet troops in 
the initial phase of the December 1979 inva
sion. The confusion may be that the Soviets 
still refer to the building as "Amin' s 
Palace" in a propaganda-type manner, or 
the prisoner could have served longer than 
his professed 18 months .) 

"How long has he been in the Soviet 
Anny?" 

'' He says he has been in the army for one 
and a half years [an obvious lie since he 
stated previously he had been in Afghanis
tan for 18 months]. " 

The process of translation was tedious 
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THE APPLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 
AT $350 IT'S THE MOST 
EXPENSIVE FIGHTING 

KNIFE EVER MADE 

• Designed in 1943 by OSS 
Col. Rex·Applegate and Brit
ish Capt. W. E. Fairbairn to be 
the successor to tl:le classic 
Fairbairn-Sykes. 

• Manufactured of 154cm 
stainless steel and Lexan 
handle by the famous Yancey 
Custom Knife Works of 
Colorado. 

FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE 

Write for complete informa
tion on the history, manufac
ture, performance and critical 
acclaim of this exquisite knife: 

WELLS CREEK KNIFE 
AND GUN WORKS 

~!::,X,:.~R ~N 

UZI CONYERS ION KITS 

s799s Consists of UZI SMG 

(iJ~~~!f ~f.;r,:~?il!i)// imQ n \ Jj 
UZI Standard 

SHORT BARRELS 
Threaded For 
M 10 Silencer 

MAC 10. UZI. 
SILENCER TUBES$ 29so De FRONT J) 

NEW 
from Martial Arts Training Aids 

GREAT GIFT IDEA 
•improves your shooting grip 
• promotes cardiovascular fitness 
•easy ta store exerciser for your retreat or shelter 

45 
AUTO 

STANDARD MODELS: (above) 

38 
COMBAT 

$3.00 each or 2 for $5.00 (postpaid) 
CUSTOM MADE: trace around your grip and trigger 

$6.00 each or 2 for $10.00 (postpaid) 

MAT A Inc. 731 E. Troy, lndpls, IN 46203 
Dealer inquiries invited 

ELECTRONIC WEAPONS 
SYSTEMS 

• BLASTER WAND DEFENSE WEAPON produces shockwave 
lype explosive electric discharges. For hoslile situations. May 
be lethal. $59.50 lnlopack/ Plans only $5.00 
• BLACK BOX BUTZER battery powered device. use to stun 
fish. electrify objects. protect perimelers. Can be made lethal. 
$59. 50 lnfopack/ Plans only $5.00 
• LASER GUN SIGHT /SHOOTING GALLERY practice steadi
ness. can be used lor point sighting most weapons. Includes 
electronic target. $399.50 lnfopack/ Plans only $5.00 
• TELEPHONE MESSAGE TAKER automalically provides ac
curate records of all calls. For order laking only. $24.50 
• VEHICLE ELECTRIFICATION DEVICE non·lelhal - pro
duces moderate to severe shocks to those contacting vehicle 
from outside. $59.50 lnlopack/ Plans only $5.00 
• POCKET SIZED FLAME THROWING WEAPON For des/roy· 
ing insects. ants. aiding in burning leaves and brush pile.s. 
Still not cleared by our legal dept. /or sale due to potential 
liability and labeling. Plans only available at this time $8.00 

Catalog ot many electronic devices lor surveillance. protec
tion, detection etc. $1 .00. Included tree with any ot the above 
purchases. Send cash, check, MO, VISA, MC to· 

SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 716, AMHERST, NH 03031 
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Slotted or Unslotted 

uz I EXTRACTORS 

~~~LT\REATED s 17so 
WIDE LIKE SMG 

RGS 
For the convenience o f our customers we offer 
shipment via UPS, USPS, or COD. We pay all 
shipping charges on prepaid orders. Personal checks 
O.K. but allow approx . 2 weeks to clear. 
3825 Bardstown Rd./ Loulsvllle, KY 40218 

(502) 451-4112 

r-----------, SECURITY 
RESOURCES 

Two required books for your security 
library. The Science. of Electronic 
Surveillance describes and illustrates 
surveillance techniques and counter· 
measures. Illustrated. $25.00. Also, 
hundreds of personal defense, crime 
detection and privacy protection de· 
vices are featured in our latest catalog, 
available for $10.00, refundable against 
any future purchase. Please include 
payment with order. 

' 
I SCIENCE 

' EiEcmoNJC L SWVEllLAl\CE. Ll 
·= Ll °=@~ 

I b. ·e._ l'.:11 
It- ~ 11J 

LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 
ASSOCIATES 
135 MAIN STREET 
BELLEVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07109 
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and lugubrious. I was hot and the prisoner 
was an uncooperative son of a bitch . I de
cided to jerk him up short in a manner not 
taught by the Columbia School of Journal
ism. 

" When and where was he captured?" I 
demanded. 

" He says he was not captured, but de
fected to join the mujahideen near Kanda
har, July 2nd. He says he comes from a 
God-fearing family in Tashkent. He is him
self a Muslim, " the Afghan translator re
lated with obvious disbelief. 

''Ask the prisoner if he thinks the Afghan 
mujahideen are stupid_" 

The interpreter smiled widely . The 
assembled mujahideen laughed out loud as 
the question was repeated in Pushtu - the 
prisoner abruptly sat up straight as he heard 
them. 

He hesitated, unsure where the question 
led. The interpreter asked him again. 

The prisoner looked "trapped as he re
plied . "He doesn ' t think the mujahideen are 
stupid," came his response. 

' 'Ask the prisoner what the tattoo on his 
right arm means?" 

"He says it is the insignia his unit wore 
on their collar tabs." He shifted in his seat 
and asked for more water. The Afghans 
ignored. him as they waited for my next 
question." 

" Ask the prisoner if he is airborne, a 
parachutist?'' 

" He says he is not a parachutist; they 
trained for one year but never made a 
jump." 

"Has the prisoner ever heard of a group 
known as SPETSNAZ." 

''Da. ''The quick, simple answer needed 
no translation. 

"What do they do?" I asked. 
"He says he doesn't know what they do; 

it is a secret unit.'' 
"Does he know about Soviet chemical 

weapons used in Afghanistan?" 
"He says they only trained in the use of 

chemical weapons because they were told 
the United States or the mujahideen might 
use them. '' 

"What is his morale now that he has been 
captured?" 

He shrugged as he heard the question. 
"He has accepted his fate. There is nothing 
he can do about it." 

"Ask the prisoner why the Soviet Union 
invaded Afghanistan?'' 

He listened hard to the translation as he lit 
another cigarette. For the first time, it 
seemed that he was trying to explain the 
truth to me. 

" He says the Soviet Union was invited to 
Afghanistan , and went there to protect the 
southern flank of the Soviet Union from 
aggression by the United States. But it has 
been very hard. He says Soviet troops 
would like to fight alone, without the help of 
the Afghan Army, but they must work with 
them to understand what is happening 
around them. He says when they have not 
used Afghan troops, they have suffered 
heavy casualties. When one unit crossed 
into Iran by mistake, the entire unit was 
killed by the Iranian Army.' ' 
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"How and why did the unit cross into 
Iran?" I asked . 

''He says he is not sure, but he thinks they 
were parachuted beyond the border by mis
take. They were chasing the mujahideen 
and got lost. " 

"What are you told to do if you are cap
tured by the mujahideen?" 

''They told us to keep our mouths shut
say nothing." 

The Afghan political and intelligence 
officer with me advised we would have to 
leave soon since it was getting late. The 
prisoners, he said, would continue to re
ceive the best conditions under Islamic law, 
but for how long he could not say. It de
pended on many things. The Russians have 
never released captured mu jahideen to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross. 

"It is difficult to decide what is best 
now," the officer said. "The prisoners will 
be provided with radios, hashish, Fanta, 
cigarettes ... but eventually the leaders will 
decide what to do with them." 

I gathered my notes together. I had only a 
couple of questions left. The prisoner was 
handed a steel cup of ice water. 

''What would he say to Andropov now, if 
he had the chance?" I asked. 

"Andropov?" he said, and shook his 
head no. 

"What would he say to his friends back in 
the Soviet Union if they came to Afghanis
tan?" 

He stubbed his cigarette out in the ashtray 
overflowing with butts. The guards waited 
for his final answer. 

"He says he would tell them they were 
going to die." 

70th MOTORIZED RIFLE 
BRIGADE 
by Jim Coyne 

Existence of the 10th Motorized Rifle 
Brigade (Independent) was, until recent
ly, classified information. The 10th 
MRB is significant for two reasons: I) It 
is a hybrid unit combining the character
istics and capabilities of Soviet Airborne 
Assault troops (helicopter airrnobile tac
tics) with the more elite troops and offic
ers of the Soviet Airborne Forces (ABF) 
which, in the Soviet military system, is 
considered an almost independent 
branch of service, under direct com
mand, in peacetime, of the Minister of 
Defense and/or the Supreme Comman
der. 2) It is an independent brigade and, 
as such, it reports to and is commanded 
by Soviet 40th Army Headquarters in 
Kabul. 

SOF has learned through reliable in
telligence sources that the 10th MRB 
was created on the spot in Afghanistan, 
most likely from battalions of the now
disbanded 105th Guards Airborne Divi
sion which invaded the country in De
cember 1919. It was a "shadowy unit 
not listed on the charts prior to Afghanis
tan." Since its inception, it has been in 
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the vanguard of Soviet counterinsurgen
cy efforts in Afghanistan. 

Comprised entirely of Soviet airborne 
troops assigned to an airborne assault 
role (airrnobile) , the 10th MRB signals 
the trend of future Soviet operational 
thinking. By combining airborne-assault 
tactics of the Soviet Land Forces with 
the independent nature of the Soviet Air
borne Forces, the Soviet General Staff 
and the Central Committee may have in 
mind transforming the ABF into a sixth 
independent armed service. (Currently, 
Soviet Armed Forces consist of five 
armed services: Strategic Rocket 
Forces , Land Forces, Air Defense 
Forces, Air Forces and the Navy.) 

::1111l11r1•1~1~1111~ 111111 *co M MAN o o · BALLISTICS LUGGAGE By H;gh s;wo 

~ 
• Folds Flor 

• W a ter Resistant 

• Remlorced SrreH Poinh 

• Heavy Duty Zippers 

• Hord Bollom· Prevenh Sagging 

• Adjustable Shoulder S1rop 

• Leather Trimmed Hand Srrop 
No, they ore not bullet proof • 5 Co mporlmenh 

• Available in O O or Block but being mode of boflistiu 

*CARGO BAG $48 95 clo1h does make it some of 
20" x 1 0" x 10" • PPO rhe toughest and bes I look· 

*SUPER CARGO BAG $ 5 8 9 5 ;,g >oft luggage you w;ll 
25H x 12" x 12" • PPO. ever o wn 

TO ORDER SEND YOUR CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 

P/M SPORTS P.O. Box 3 Tinley Park. IL 60477 
FOR LUGGAGE LINE BROCHURE SEND A S.A.S.E. 

Solid Sterling 
Silver 

Pendants· Keyrings 
GRENADE BULLET 

~~ 
$~ $28.95 . 

Over one half 
OLSOlid sil\'er 

Any cnliber available 
(45 shownl 

BIRD 

Y
. ( 7 

' 
. 

$25.95 

Send $1.00 for catalog 
• HEAVY SOLID WEIGIIT 
• AUTIIENTIC DETAIL 
• 14K GOLD AVAILABLE 

(Prices on request) 

• CHAINS - 20 INCH STERLING SIL VER 
All items will be senl on keyring if chain nol ordered. 

Name Each Cost 

52.00 Mailing and Handling 

Mail order to: 

ija~r 
P.O. Box 2135 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 

EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 

an access bvvk n 

EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 
By Mlchael Hoy 

Large BY, x 11, over 400 photos of more than 
200 weapons, with more than 500 dealers In 
an easy-to-use well-organized format. 
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Features of the 1983 Edition: 
• More than 200 weapons described and 

Illustrated, with dealer listings for all 
• Over 400 photographs and 11/ustratlons of 

the world's most fascinating hand weapons 
--and Instructions on how to buy them 

• Sources for books, plans, periodicals, 
organizations, and additional Information 
for all weapons listed 

• Complete names and addresses of dealers 
provided for ALL weapons listed 

Available again: The book that tel ls you where 
and how to buy and/ or make all sorts of 
strange and unusual weapons. EXOTIC 
WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK has been 
h ighly pra ised by professionals in the fields of 
weaponry, self defense, surviva l, clandest ine 
operations. and personal freedom. It is widely 
recognized as the finest weapons source 
book in the world. 
Here are just a few of the unusual weapons 
you can buy using this amazing new book: 
stun guns • brass knuckles • gravity knives • 
body armor • primitive and stone age wea
pons • bolas • battle axes • crossbows • 
tranqull/zer guns • oriental weapons • sap 
gloves • lasers • police weapons • night 
vision devices • smoke grenades • switch
blades • sonic weapons • underwater wea
pons • sword canes • gatllng guns• electrical 
weapons • and much, much morel 

All of these weapons and many, many more 
are described and i llustrated, with dealer 
names and addresses given fo r each weapon! 
The all-new 1983 edition of EXOTIC WEA
PONS: AN· ACCESS BOOK is bigger and 
better than ever! More than 150 large B'h x 11 
pages, crammed with information on where 
and how you can buy over 200 different 
weapons! Use the handy coupon below to 
order your copy today. You wil l be very 
pleased, we know. 

Loompanlcs Unlimited 
SOF 

PO Box 1197 Pt. Townsend, WA 98368 

Please send me copies of EXOTIC WEAPONS: 
AN ACCESS BOOK. I enclose $9.95 + $2.00 
shipping & handling for each copy. 
Name _ ___ ________ _ 
Address __________ __ _ 
City ________ ___ __ _ 
State ______ Zip Code ___ _ 
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Record telephone· conversations in your office or home. Connects 
between any cassette or. tape recorder and your telephone or 
telephone LINE. Starts automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. This device is not an answering service. 

Super Powerful Wi r~less Mic 
10 times more powerful than other mies. Transmits up to % mile 
to any FM radio. Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 
Call (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95 +$1.00 shipping per item 
to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbou~, FL 32901. COD's 
accept For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers and 
other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 

COLLECTORS OF HISTORY 
A Chance To Own § The Flag Of South Vietnam 

The Republic of Vietnam and its flag exist only as a memory. Yet, few flags in 
history have invoked such a wide range of feelings, controversy, and anguish in its 
short lifespan. Chances of coming across this flag today are very slim. However, 
through a fortunate purchase we can offer these AUTHENTIC symbols of freedom 
and futility to collectors and historians. At this t ime we have a fair supply, BUT 
HURRY, because when these are gone we can't imagine finding any more. The flag 
is 2 ft. by 3 ft. in size and is priced at $27.50 postpaid. From warehouses in 
Windhoek to bazaars in Bangkok we search the world for interesting collectibles. 
Free price list with first order. Send check or money order to: 

THE HISTORY HUNTER - P.O. BOX 1468 - DAVIS, CA 95617 

FREE DELIVERY ANYWHERE 
IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. 

MA-1 .FpGHT JACKET ••••••••••••• •••• : •• ••• : .$.45.00 
como,o.d. ,blue.blo'ck · 
x-smo ll, sma ll . med ., large, x· lo rge 

M-65 FIELD JACKET G.I • •••••••••••••••••••••. $52.00 
camo,o.d ., blue, black 
x-smoll . small , med. , large, x- lorge 

LINER FOR FIELD JACKET •••• ••• •• ••••••••• •• $15.75 

N2B FLIGHT PARKS G.1.-0.D ••••••••••••••• $85.00 
for subzero weather 

x-smoll , smol l ,med., lorge,x-lorge 

GENUINE WOODLAND PANTS ••••••...•••• $25.00 
6·po_cket_G .I. CAMO. B.D.U. 
SP.ecify waist and insea m sizes 

GENUINE WOODLAND JACKET ••••••••••• $25.00 
4-pocket G.I. CAMO- B.D.U. 
sPecify waist and height sizes 

COMPLETE B.D.U. SUIT •• •• ••••••• ••• •••• •• •• • $49.00 

0.D. RIPSTOP SUIT 100 % COTTON G.I. $49.00 
.4 -pocket shirt 8 6-pocket pants ' 
specify chest . wa ist and inseam 

G.I. BLACK COMMAt<lDO SWEATER .. $36.00 
small. ll)ed., large. x-large. 100% Wool 

G.I. IN TERMEDIATE SLEEPING BAG ••.••. $85.00 
wi th sleep hood 

WE STOCK A COMPLETE LINE OF "K IDS CAMO." 

WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
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LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT 
KNIFE 

ONLY 

s129s 

Double edge 440 stainless 
steel blade. Full tang one 
piece construction. Leathe r 
sheath with qui ck release 
snap and metal bool/belt 
clip. Money Back Guaranteed 
If Not Fu/Iv Satisfied" 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-2-SF 
373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11s9o 

The f~mous C.l.A. 
"Get out of jail free" card 

An exact repririt of the C.l.A. Covert Opera
tions l.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. · 
11 

• •• Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing , carry 
unusual personal weapons , pass into res
tricted ar.~as , requisition equipment of all 
types .. . 
" If he is killed , do not remove this document 
from him! Etc . .. printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR 
RELIC ONLY! 

Devil's Brigade 
Box 392 

$5.00 
guaranteed! 

Mt. Ida. Arkansas 7195 7 

BULLETIN 
BOARD 

Continued from page 15 

S PECIAL OPERATIONS 
COMMAND INSIGNIA ... 

The 1st Special Operations Com
mand (1st SOCOM), formed in Octo
ber '82 to consolidate all U.S. Arnw 
special-operations units, has new unit
crest and shoulder-patch insignia, 
which were selected in a design com
petition. 

The crest, ii;i the Special Forces' col
ors of black and silver, features a Tro
jan horse (the universal symbol of sub
versive activity) -superimpo"sed over 
silver wings (symbolizing · q.irborne 
capability) and a silver lightning bolt 
(referring to the unit's speed and man
euverability) . In a black scroll at the top 
of the crest is the motto: Sine Pari 
(Without Equal) . · 

The shoulder patch features a green 
(green and silver are Special Opera
tions' colors) shield with a white 
horse's head (symbolizing the knight in 
chess, the only piece which moves in 
tWo directions at a time) superimposed 
over a lighting bolt (for speed and strik
ing power). The word " Airborne " 
appears at the top of the patch in yel
low letters. 

BASQUE TERRORISTS 
IN COSTA RICA ... 

Costa Rican authorities appre
hended several Basque ETA terror
ists, as well as terrorists from other 
Western European countries, includ
ing Italy, who had infiltrated into Costa 
Rica from Nicaragua. Apparf;lntly, the 
terrorists were in Costa Rica to assas
s-inate several ARDE (Democratic Re
vo I ution ary - Alliance, the an t i
Sandinista group) leaders, including 
Comand<mte Zero, Eden Pastora. 

The capture of these terrorists, who 
had infiltrated through Nicaragua, 
further exacerbated the tense relations 
between the Sandinistas and the Co's
ta Rican government , and it also 
strained the relations between Nicar
agua and Spain - where the ETA-ter
rorists are active - which had pre
viously supported the Sandinistan reg
ime. One Madrid newspaper, ABC, re
ported that ET A guerrillas had been 
trained in Nicaragua for the past year. 
Spanish officials threatened to with
draw $40 million line of credit to the 
Marxist state. · 

Inter.national terrorism knows no 
boundaries. ~ 
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FLAK 

Continued frOIJl page 7 

another use that will appeal to any GI -
the frame can be used to make a still ! 

Jim Graves ' moving tribute to Larry 
Dring made a lasting impression . I met 
Larry at the '8 1 SOF Convention in 
Scottsdale and was impressed with his 
\mow ledge, wit and his no-bullshit discus
sion on Lebanon . Over the years, his arti
cles in SOF were always the first ones I 
would read. His last article , on the 
Armbrust (see SOF, November '83) 
should be required reading for a:II those in 
the " Wonderland on the Potomac . " 
Many who Larry didn't even know will 
also miss him. · · 

G. Lowe 
]\1iami , Florida 

VERSATILE 
.BERGEN ... 

Sirs: 
I have a little to add to Leroy Thomp

son 's " Lots O' Ruck" (see SOF, Novem
ber '83). The SAS (Special Air Services) 
Bergen evolved from the A-frame Bergen 
used in Malaya , Borneo, Aden ancl Oman 
by the SAS and the Parachute Regiment 
Patrol Companies. The SAS has always 
been fond of this particular shape , 
although the design led to the nickname 
"kidney killers. " The Bergen was de
signed by the SAS Ops research wing dur
ing operations against communist rebels 
in Oman in which it was necessary to carry 
heavy weights to the top of the jebel 
(mountain plateau) as there were few un
mined roads , and helicopters destroyed 
any chance of surprise . The rucksack is 
designed for three functions , thus the dis
tinctive L-shape of the frame. The primary 
task is to carry personal equipment , the 
second is to carry ammunition liners or 
jerrycans of water (the sack can easily be 
removed from the frame) and the third is to 
carry a casualty, either with his back to the 
carrier or with his legs around the sides of 
the frame. 

The press studs on the side pockets en
able the Bergen ' s profile to be altered de
pending upon terrain. In close country a 
high Bergen is unacceptable and the side 
pockets can be filled , while in moun
tainous terrain , the Bergen can be higher 
but must be narrower, and then the side 
pockets are made flush with the sides. 

The SAS Bergen has a couple of faults: 
It is not comfortable when heavily laden 
and the fabric is noisy . But it carries a lot 
and it stands up while you are filling it. 

" Whiskey Mike" "9( · 

FEBRUARY 84 

MILITARY HISTORY 
ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

Box 29035, Chi cago, Illinois 60629 

MAG 1 

COMBAT GLASSES 
RECOMMENDED BY BRIG. GEN. JAMES CULVER 

FOR USE BY THE UNITED STATES AR.MY 

1 s249s for ppd. 

OR 

2 s239s for ea. ppd. 

Order From 
Combat Glasses 

Dept. F-2 1710 S. Hillside 
Wichita, KS 67211 

• Durable nylon 
• Fit comfortably under 

gas or scuba mask . 

• Frame wi th prescription 
Sunsensor lenses; 

$49.95 ppd. 

MasterCard & Visa 
1-316-684-2362 

ORDER TODAY! 
SATlSFf\CTlON GUARANTEED 

BIGGEST EVER 

NEW FROM 
NUMRICH ARMS 

THE WORLD'S 
LARGEST 

SUPPLIER 
OF GUN PARTS 

. . '"' 
)~-~-
-~ 

If you have ever wondered what's new in the wor ld 
o f sub(T1ach ine guns and suppressors. then our 
NEW 16 page fully illustrated catalog is sure to 
shed a g reat dea l of light on you r interest. In our 
cata log, we have listed and have for s~ l e, to the 
public, many items you wbn' t f ind in your local gun 
shop. Try us and see what we mean' JUST SEN D 
$3.00 TO: S.W.D., INC., 1872 MARI ETTA BLVD., 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30318. 

GI 
DOG 
'11AGS 

Tag your dogs. children. 
J' gear. baggage. or yourself 

/ for security and recovery. 
( .,~ We'll emboss 2 stainless steel 

.... pl ates with 5 I in es of 15 characters 
or spaces so you can be foun d again. 

Complete with 2 piece beaded chain. 
Money Back Guarantee Only S5.95 ppd. 

Dog Tags for: (Pfln l Clea!)y1 

0 Send FREE Cat alogue of B~ s 1 cs Fo1 Lile 

Send _ _ GI Dog Tags at $5.95 Postpa id 
Enclosed is check or M.O. for S _____ _ 
Call 1-404-428-1234 for Visa . MC. or Am ex Orders. · 

Name _ 

Add1 ess 

City . S1a1 e _ 

Brigade 
Quartermasters. Ltd. 
266 Roswell Street (SF12) 
Marietta GA 30060 © 

NEW - up to date · ISSUE 
LISTS & PRICES the 200 million 

items we stock. GUN PARTS 
FLINTLOCK to MO DERN - U.S. -

Foreign - Cqmmercial -
Military - MAC HINE GUNS 

I 000 's of Illustrations 
Helpful Schematics 
OVER 425 pgs. 

Used by Gunsmiths, 
Shooters, Collectors, 

Mili taries the world over. 
Surface Foreign $5.95 

Airmail Foreign $12.00 U.S. Funds 
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NUMBAH ONE T-SHIRTS 
"N LIE GI" 

T40 
-<~·~ .. 

Di\K TO rn~~r· Kitt Si\Nit 
A SHAU VALLE Y - • HO BO WOODS 

IA ORANG . - ,... • • PLAIN OF REEDS 
NU\ BA DEN ~\., .,,. (/' •. }~,-- HUE CIT Y 

"NUMBA TU AO'S " 

(Sin Loi Victor Charlie means tough shit VC) 
Money Orders- prompt , immediate shipping 

CAPS & T-Shirts $8. 951 ........ '"1 

shirts screened front & bock "No Cheap Charlie! " 
OD ·availabi.; if specified Specify size & style #s 

for Overseas A irMail add 2.2 /item 
mabpoy~ntto : 

SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS lnc.[SLPI] 
1105 N. Main St. Suite 2A#2 

Gainesville, Fl. 32601 
We Carry Many V IETNAM T-Shirts 
Send $2 for Catalog [free with purchase] 

Soundproof 
Your Bedroom 
Electronically 

The Sleepatron in effect soundproofs your 
bedroom electronically at very low cost and 
induces sleep in a very safe and natural way. 
The Sleepatron works by making a sound 
like heavy rain that drowns out extraneous 
noises that keep you awake or awaken you 
and gives you a , secure feeling . It also 
induces sleep because the primal instinct of 
man is to want to sleep when the sound of 
rain is heard . Some of our customers who 
had been taking sleeping pills for years have 
reported being able to give up taking them 
after receiving their Sleepatron . Many 
people who have to sleep in a noisy 
environment have found it to be a godsend. It 
is also a great help for those who must study 
or co ncentrate in a noisy environment. It is a 
great companion to the traveler, being small 
and completely portable. $75.00 or send for 
free literature. 

GARDINER ELECTRONICS 602 - 274-9681 
Dept. 67, 4729 N. 7th Ave .. Phoenix, AZ85013 

BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING 
Wiretapping 

and Electronic 
Survelllance: 

l'llAH APPll:IG lll:tO 
ElECTAO~IC SIJAUElllAOCE 

Commission 
Studies 

A gold mine of 
practical informa
tion relating to the 
nuts and bolts of crn:11:11ssrn srurnEs 
wiretapping and ..._ ______ __. 

bugging! Topics covered include: 
Audio eavesdropping ; Telephone 
wiretapping; Telephone room eaves
dropping; Infinity t ransmitters; Special 
purpose m icrophones; Radio eaves
dropping devices; Wireless micro
phone transmi tters; Miniature devices; 
Microwave devices; Tape recording 
systems; Track ing systems; and much 
more! Contains surprisingly thorough, 
illustrated descriptions of a wide 
variety of state-of- the-art electronic 
surveillance techniques and devices. 
1976, large 8~ x 11, 112 pp, profusely 
Illustrated, soft cover. $9.95. - -
Name•--------------Address. ____________ _ 

CitY--------------
State Zip _____ _ 

Free with every order# Large catalog 
with dozent of books on spying, sur-
11elllance, eavesdropping and w#re-

SOF tapping and related sub}ectsl 
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Covert 
Surveillance 
& Electronic 
Penetration 

A how-to-do-it 
manual for govern
ment agents, this 
book details pro-
fessional techni- ...._ ______ __. 

ques for spying and eavesdropping . 
Topics covered include: Shadowing 
and tailing ; Fixed and mobile surveil
lance; Vehicle surveillance; Night 
vision devices; Electronic eavesdrop
ping devices; Body-mounted transmit
ters ; Concealed microphones; Wire
tapping ; Intercepting computer data; 
Telephone bugging; and much more! 
Is Big Brother watching you? You bet 
he is, and this book tells you exactly 
how he's doing it! 1983, large 8~ x 11, 
51 pp, Illustrated, soft cover. $6.95. 

- - - - - - - - -Please send the books checked below: 
D Wiretapping and Electronic Surveil

lance ($9.95 + $2.00 shipping) 
D Covert Surveillance & Electronic 

Penetration ($6.95 + $2.00 shipping) 
D SPECIAL: Both books for only 

$15.00 postpaid! 
Loompanics Unlimited 

PO Box 1197, Pt Townsend, WA 98368 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
Advertiser Page 
American Historical Foundation . . . .... Cover 3 
American Munitions Corporation . . . .. 92 
Amertex-Flex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . .. 85 
Assault Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 21 
Auto Ordnance .. ... . . 90 
Barnett, International ............ Cover 4 
Beretta, U.S.A. Corp. . . . . 6, 7 
Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. . . . ... 82, 93, 103, 104 
Bryg's Inc.. . . .... 91 
Buck's Manufacturing . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . 92 
CA, Inc . . ... .... .. . ..... . .... 88 
Cloudland Enterprises . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 90 
Collector's Armoury, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 
Combat Glasses . . . . . . . ... .• ... . . . . . . 103 
Command Exchange . . . ... 96 
Communication Control, Inc . .. 94 
Desantis Holster & Leather Goods . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 86 
Deibel Germany Military Equipment ..... . .. 98 
Devil's Brigade. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... • . . .... ... .. 102 
Doubleday Military Book Club.. . . 1 O, 11 
Enterprise Publishing .... . ...... 17 
Exotic Sports, Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 91 
Feather Enterprises . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 95 
Ferde Grafe Films (Video Club) . . . 98 
Fraass Survival Systems, Inc . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .. 91 
G. Gordon Liddy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 95 
Gardiner Electronics . . 104 
Gemini Industries . . . . . . 96 
Greene Military Distributors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 
Harp~ . . . .. 1~ 
History Hunter. The. . ... 102 
House of Weapons, Inc . .. . .. .. . • .... .• .. . . . ..... . . 95 
INCO. . . .. . . ... . . ...... . . .... . ... ..... . 92 
International Historic Films . . . . 103 
Kaufman's West Army-Navy Goods . . . . . . . .... Cover 2 
King and Sutley Company, The . . . . 86 
L.B. Marketing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83 
Lare, Int. ..... ... .. . .. .. . . .. . . .. 89 
Law Enforcement Associates .. . .. 100 
LifeKnife, Inc. . . . . . .... 94 
Loompanics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 , 104 
MATA, Inc . . .. . ..... . . .. . . .. ... . .. ... . . . .. . . .. . . . 100 
Matthews Police Supply Company.. . . .89 
Military Graphics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 87 
Modem Gun Repair School. ... . 100 
Morris Lawing . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 88 
North American School of Firearms. ... . . .. ... .... .13 
Numrich Arms Corporation . . ....... 103 
P/M Sports .. . .. . . . .... 101 
P&SSales . . .... .. . .... . . .... . .. 91, 103 
Paladin Press. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Parallax Corporation . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 18, 19 
Pioneer & Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . ... . . 92 
Quartermaster Sales..... . . ....... ... .... 84 
RGS. .. .... ... . . .. . . ....... . . ....... . ... . 100 
RP Knives - Custom Handmade Knives. . . . .. 98 
Rick's Army-Navy Sales.. . . ... 95 
SOF Back Issues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99 
SOF Exchange . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 87, 97 
S.W.D .. . ... . ... .. .. . .. . . . . .. .• .... . .• ......... . . 103 
Scientific Systems . . . . . . . • . . . . .. . . . . . 100 
Silent Partner. Inc. . . .. . . . . . . • . . . . .. . . . . . 9 
Silver Cobra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 
Sin Loi Productions .. . . . . . . .... . . . .. .. .. . . . ... . . .. 104 
Spare Time Sports . . . . . . . . .. . .. . ... . . . ... 16 
Survival Books (the Larder) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96 
Survival Times Newsletter .... . . ... . .... . .. .. . .. . .. . 95 
Southern Sales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 
T.S.0.B. .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . • . . . . .. . . . . . .84 
Universal Military Outfitters .. .. . .. . . . ... . . . . . ... . . . 102 
USI Corp. . . 102 
Valley Surplus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 88 
Wells Creek Knife and Gun Works . ... 100 
Westbury Sales Company. . . . . . . . .. 102 
Yankee Manufacturing Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94 

* AN'l'l·PANIC SVS'l'EM * 
SUlll'll'1U PtAVING CAIUtS 
wi ll help you surv ive 
ra in y days. dull trips: 
or any ·s tay ali ve· 
situa t io n. Eac h card 
has basic inform ation 
for 1st aid. shelter. ·~ 
food. gathering . fi re 
start ing & more. Great 
fu n and lea rn ing . Order 
a dec k today. onl y 54 .95 or buy an ex tra fo r a fri end 
an d get 2 for SB.95 postpa id. 

Send chec k or M.O. to: D Send FREE Cata logue 

(SF12) Marietta GA 30060 
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CLASSIFIED 
CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - All ads MUST be received 
by the 15th, four months prior to Issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly wtth authorizing signa
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
Information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack
et. Cost per Insertion Is $1 .00 per word -$20.00 minimum. 
Personal classlfled ads are SO cents per word - $10.00 
minimum. Name, address and telephone are to be In
cluded In the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 
words; Boulder, Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. 
Abbreviations such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one 
word each. Hyphenated words and telephone numbers 
are counted as two words. We reserve the right to delete or 
change any copy which we determine to be objectionable. 
Mall to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE 
ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN
SPECTOR. 

LE MERCENAIREI Monthly intelligence newsletter on terror
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $12.00 year. 
$15.00 overseas. Sample $2.00. LE MERCENAIRE, P.O. Box 
507, Frederickstown, MO 63645. (90) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed forces surplus clo
thing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, first 
aid packets, etc. Send $1 .00 for our latest catalog to Steve J. 
Pedergnana, Jr., P.O. Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. (78) 

AREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1.00 to ACE 
FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221 , Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 44030. 
(80) 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With free "Vietnam Photos") $2.00. 
WWII catalog $2.00. WAR SHOP, Rt.1, Box 154, Milford, DE 
19963. (87) 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, everything! Illustrated catalog $1 O (refund
able). DISCO, Box 331 -X, Cedarburg, WI 5301 2. (82) 

MARAUDER'S SURPLUS: A complete listing of elite com
mando and regular army surplus, at the best prices in the 
country. Send $1 .00 for catalogue to MARAUDER'S ARMY 
SURPLUS, 8588 McKee Road, Upatoi, GA 31829. 
FREE JAPANESE WWII RELIC . . . Weapons, uniforms, Ger
man and Japanese relics, swords, pistols! Illustrated catalogue 
$5.00. BONUS - Free Japanese WWII relic with catalogue! 
RELICS, Box 361 -D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (75) 

AFRICAN READERS. Attention! Wanted by collector: RPO 
belts and parts; AK-47 magazines; foreign elite and paratroop 
insignia and badges; original foreign cammies and web gear
any quantities; will buy or trade for what you need. Peter 
Kokalis, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, Al 85018. (TO) 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVERSA
TIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100.00, pocket 
bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder $125.00. FM 
Telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, long-range wireless 
mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper beeper set $800.00, sound 
activated recorder $150.00, special listening devices from 
$50.00, automatic recorder switches $40.00, new 1984 cata
log $2.00. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspen
glen Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531 . (79) 
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PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step by step instructions to 
make powerful plastic explosives from common ingredients. 
Send money order $10.00 to: FREEDOM ARMS, Box 7072 
HSJ, Springfield, MO 65801. (81) 
STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws bolh $4.00. Police Catalog $2.00. SCHLESSINGER, 
P.O. Box 882, New York, NY 10150. 

AUTHORS WANTED 
BY N.Y. PUBLISHER 

A well-known New York subsidy book 
publisher is searching for manuscr ip ts 
wort hy of publication. Fiction, non-fie-
tion, poetry, juveniles, ,travel, scienti fic, 
specialized and even controversial sub-
jects will be considered. If you have a 
book-length manuscript ready for publi-
cation (or are still working on it), and 
would like more information and a free 
booklet, please write: 

VANTAGE PRESS, DEPT. DA-58 
516 W. 34th St., New York, N.Y. 10001 

REGULATION INSIGNIA- all military branches and police. 
All 9enuine. Over 1000 items including rank, wings, badges, 
miniature medals, NASA patches. Catalog $2.00; add $1.00 1f 
1st class mailing desired. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept A-52, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC - Free original German WWII 
relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German flags, uni
forms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Illustrated catalog, 
$5.00. MILITARIA, Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 55029. (77) 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG-$1 .00. Jackets, 
pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine GI. KAUF
MAN'S WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-22, 504 Yale 
SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 
PRIVACY - CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding/Receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available, SASE. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF12, Orlando, FL 32860. 
(86) 
ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters fast! 
Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging device, 
checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45.00 complete, ready 
to use. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen 
Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531 . Catalog of related 
devices, $2.00. (79) 
DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI - Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-82, 504 Yale SE, Albu
querque, NM 87106. 

WEAPONS, PROFESSIONAL GRADE 
Viable alternative lo rising high cost of 

owning a professional grade quality handgun . 
FN Browning 9mm Milirnry Hi 
Powers - Exccllcm condition - ' 'Com
bat customiscd-Parkerizt'd - Matching 
serial No. slide, BBL, Receiver • 
S639.l0. 

Colt .45 MOD 1927 U.S. Mfg. ex
cellent condition ' 'Combat Customiz
ed" Parkcriz.ed - M<!tching serial No. 
slide & receiver nev.• Colt BBL • S547. 

lnc/1uJes high ••isibility MMC sights, 
4 lb. crisp trigger pull, lowered ejec
rion porl, polished feed rump, 
throated BBL, Pachmayr grips, bew!I· 
ed magazine well, ex/ended combat 
thumb safety, slide refitted to frame. 

Walther PP .32's French Mfg. J950's 
· excellent condition • S297 .00. 

Extra magazines included 
with all three handguns. 

Limited quantity on all handguns. Satisfact ion G uaranteed 

SEND $1.00 TO: 
HARRISON CUSTOM COMBAT HANDGUNS 

Box 1722 M-2, Alken, S.C. 29801 • (803) 64~5936 

SEE IN THE DARK with only STA RLIG HT, 
STREETLIGHTS, & MOONLIGHT AVAILA
BLE ! Powerful MAGNESTIUMFLUORIDE 
OPTIC illuminol es Persons & Objects at 
feef +. Durable A luminum Body, Exce llent 
Image, Detail Ovolity meets Government Spec
ifications. R.L E. N97, r' Length , 2 W' Diameter. 

Send $ 125.00 each. V tSA/ MASTERCO. (Cotatog SS.00) 
M ICROTRON® , 500 Hawley Bld'g . Wheeling, WV 26003. 

Telephone (30.4) 233-8007 (2.4 Hr's.) 

SPECIAL FORCES, AIRBORNE RANGER, Marine Recon, 
Air Cavalry, Pararescue, and more original designs on I-shirts, 
sweatshirts, shorts. Free brochure, send long stamped en
velope. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-
72. 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM! The feared and formidable 
Chinese Black Cobra style of oriental combat. A killing and 
mutilating art with advanced dynamic meditations to develop 
the unstoppable mental· state and powers. Fully illustrated 
$9.95 plus $1 .00 p/h. Check or money order to: GREEN ORA· 
GON SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 6810 North Sheridan, Chicago, IL 
60626. (77) 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES - 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine!! Toll Free ordering 
and immediate shipment.Send long sell-addressed stamped 
envelope for free brochure. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY AND 
NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-92, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 
87106. 

MERC FOR HIRE: 43. anything. anywhere, work alone, short 
term only. Bounty hunting. Will take commission job. JIM, P.O. 
Box 415, Fair Oaks, CA 95628. (76) 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and the ex
tremely devastating, easy to make, steel burning THERMITE 
INCENDIARY $12.00. All three, $20.00. AMERICAN INDUS· 
TRIES. P.O. Box 10073 G.S .• Springfield, MO 65808. (83) 

BOUNTY HUNTER, Mere, Bodyguard. Armed Escort. All jobs 
considered. Complete discretion guaranteed and expected. 
Contact: THORN, P.O. Box 8. Buffalo, NY 14212. 

MARKED CARDS- BEST IN THE COUNTRY! Impossible to 
detect! Fully Guaranteed! First Class - postpaid delivery!! 
$8.00 per deck (3 for $21.00 - $72.00 per dozen). PENNSYL· 
VANIA SUCCESS, Box 14190, Philadelphia, PA 19138. (79) 

the 
C arry wa lle t , cigarettes. 
lighter . co m b . pen. keys 
e tc 

Enfoy ,:iocketless fash ion 
wh ile p rotecting you r 
valuables 

Mad e f rom lightweight 
washable stretch synthe
ti c wi t h velcro closure for 
safety and p roper f it 

Two side pockets w ith ad -
1ustab le flaps p lus two 
insert compartments 

In navy or black w ith red 
tri m (as availab le) 

Absolutely uncond1t10-
nally guaranteed or you r 
m oney refunded 

ANKLER DESIG N S. P.O. BOX 56 36 
Sa n Juan Puerto Ri co 00905 
(809 J 724-8072 

Pl ease send me-- Ankl.,bags at $11 00 each. 
l wo for $20 00 Postage & H and l1n9 included 
- C hec k --MO --M aster Card __ visa 

ln1erbank numbe'---- E>eP da te--- --

Name ----------------~ 

Add re ss----------------

Crly - - --- Stale - ---Z•p ----

US Pat Des 258 246 
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From the Am. West 
to the DMZ 

Quality black fur felt Cav. Slouch Hats 
as seen worn in recent VIETNAM WAR 
EPIC. Leather sweat band & dbl. stitch 
rim with cord & Sabre insig. $52 ppd . 
without insignia $49 ppd . 

l\1ILITARIA INC. :~~ .c;;~:d~? 
138 Kearny Ave., Dept. SF 

Kearny, N.J . 07032 (201) 998-7471 

l.D. CARDS & CERTIFICATES. C.l.A., Special Forces, Ran
gers, SEAL Team, Reoon, Scout-Sniper, S.0.G., Para-rescue, 
Airborne, Weapons Expert, Martial Arts, Police. Large Selec
tion with your Name, Rank, Unit, etc. Illustrated Brochure 
$1.00. KENWOOD ASSOCIATES, Box 66, Dept. 1, Long 
Green, MD 21092. 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Gre
nades)-An essential part of lhe survivalist's inventory. Excel
lent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signaling, fire drills, 
etc. Large generating capacities and eX1remely dense smoke. 
All fresh and fully guaranteed. We pay shipping charges in 
U.S.A. Send $1 .00 (refundable with order) for catalogue of 
these and other important products. SIGNUS, Box 33712-K, 
Phoenix, AZ. 85067.(77) 

GENUINE MEDALS - Collect/Replace Missing U.S./Foreign 
Decorations. Purple Heart $40.00; Silver Star $40.00; Bronze 
Star $35.00; Legion of Merit $35.00; Armed Forces Expedition
ary $15.00; Vietnam Service $15 .00 ; Vietnam Cam
paign/Sterling Yearbar $25.00. Add stamp in trade and $3.00 
Postage. Most others available. S.A.S.E. FOR FREE LIST. 
MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples Road, Brookline, MA 
02146. (617) 731-0000.(86) 

+---~-icilitMAiPiwicv+ 
t BUDD'S OUR GUIDE - DETAILS EVERYTHING!!! t + Computer prottcltd accounts, Safeteepinr, + 
t OFFICIAL Emer1•nq Phone ull, Che<i & Mon., + 
+ 

REMAILING O.der Senices and MUOI MOCH MORE!!! t 
l'n I 11 32 pt11t5. $2.00 AirMail 

t GUIDE BUDD PRESS + 
+ w. Budd Eldorado, Ontario Canada KOK 1 YO + ........................................................................... 
FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1.00. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (80) 

BOUNTY HUNTING - legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2.00 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3.00 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, 
Box 152, Depew, NY 14043. (76) 

FIREWORKS- Fun, safe, patriotic; top quality, lowest prices ; 
countless items; illustrated catalogue $1 .00 (refundable). 
PYRO-SONICS DEVICES, Box 711 S13, Grand Haven, Ml 
49417. (76) 

PYRO SUPPLIES, M80 Blockbuster casings, fuse, caps, rock
et supplies, more! Catalog $1.00. NORSTARR PRODUCTS, 
P.O. Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. (79) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS. Send $2.00 for Police Catalog, BPEC, 
Dept. SF1182, 17122 Bellflower Blvd., Bellflower, CA 90706. 
(76) 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smartl Win custody, property 
you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book $14.95. 
Guaranteed. Details 25e. EDEN, Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val
ley, CA 92708. (77) 

" EXPOSE HUMAN SHARKS." Stop trickery! 100 protections I 
End worry, en1·oy love. $2 booklet. Guaranteed. NEWLIFE, Box 
275-DQ, Bou der City, NV 89005. (77) 

OFFICIAL 
SOF FIELD 

CAP & INSIGNIA 
Top quality dork 
Khaki European 
style field cop . Type 

mode famous by Rommel ' s Alriko Korps 
and worn today by British Royal Morine 
Commondoes . Complete with beautiful 
silver ·drop SOF logo pin . $26.95. Specify 

si ze S·M·L ·X l. 
SOF Exchange - P.O. Box 687, Dept. A 

Boulder, CO 80306 
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"INTERNAL KARATE," a startling approach to Karate. Use Ki 
to improve your training. Approximately 100 pages, 
illustrated . . . $11.00. To order send check (certified) or money 
order to KUAN SHU PUBLISHING CO., 432 Soulh 51 West 
Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. (77) 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available - phone number, remailing, mail for
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en-

~~~:nfx,s~g5~2J.H(~o~r~~3~~5~/~i~~· 3341 w. Peoria, 

SOUTH AFRICA, Tax, lmmi~ration Law, Relocation, Employ
ment, Information booklet, Airmail $7.00. Cash or U.S. Postal 
M.O. AMERICAN ATTORNEY. WfBSTER, Xalet lnterlex, 
Sant Julia De Loria, ANDORRA.(78) 

AMBUSH VICTOR CHARLIE in lhe Delta. Snatch NVA Cadre 
in the Highlands. Neutralize the VG infrastructure in a ville. 
RE CON, the roleplayin~ game of the Vietnam War. $1 O from 
RPG, INC., Box 485, Lincoln, AR 72744. (81) 

NEW, ZIPPO LIGHTER with international soldier of fortune 
logo and mercenary insignia. Only $9.95 ppd. Send money 
order, certified check ; personal checks take 4 to 6 weeks. Send 
to SHORTMAN, P.0 .Box 2304, Hammond.IN 46323. 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE - for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2.00, $13.00/year-$17.00 overseas. HORIZONE, 
Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63301 , USA.(77) 

SURVIVAL PAIN KILLERS, grenade launchers, nitrog
lycerine, TNT, detonators. Simple plans $3 each. Catalog $1. 
N.W., Box 962(F), Orlando, FL 32802. 

"NATURAL TAI CHI", a new book covering the mental laws of 
Chi Kung: 175 pages, illustrated . . . $11.00. To order, send 
certified check or money order lo: KUAN SHU PUBLISHING 
COMPANY, 432 South 51 West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. 
(77) 

COMMERCIAL DIVING. A career wilh a future. Are you in
terested? For a complete listing of schools, colleges, what they 
offer and cost, send $5.50 lo: DIVERS INFORMATION CEN
TER, P.O. Box 1631, La Porte, TX 77571. (76) 

MILITARY COLLECTORS 
• Over 40,000 Items in Stock • 

h.:~ '·i , l~;g~· S~:~jn~yg l~~:~v~~~v~r 
~ ' ", "'"' '''''"''' '"·" 

\ , ~ . 

~· . 
Black S.S. Caps 

M·43 To ke down style Melol eogle & 
Bullons S·M & lg. Sizes ...... $18.00 

or S.S. Officers 
(w/Silver·lop lrim) ····· ··· ····$25.00 

JI you got the leather jacket ... We got the Flying-Tigers 
I (Blood·chit) emblem for 
I the back of it. (Repro. on 

cotton) - $20.00 postpaid; 
or silk original - ms.oo 
postpaid. 

W.W. 2 LTD. 

Japanese Kamikaiie 
Headband, (wear one lo 
relax your passengers). 
soft cotton (Repro.) -
16.00 postpaid. 

Our 224 page fully·illus· 
trated catalog - ($3,00 
(free with order). 

Box 2063-F 
St, Louis, MO 63158 

MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere. Don'I get mad, get 
even. Work alone, short term, discreet, confidential. SKIPPER, 
P.O. Box 546455, Surfside, FL 33154. (76) 

FIREWORKS AND EXPLOSIVES FORMULAS, professional, 
using easily obtainable chemicals. Over 40 formulas with in
structions. Send $19.95 money order only. PYROTEC, P.O. 
Box 176, Bountiful, UT 84010. (78) 

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVENTURERS. Free in
formation with a self-addressed, stamped envelope to : 
ADVENTURERS, P.O. Box 1160, Pacifica, CA 94044. (78) 

TIGER STRIPE BOONIE HATS, exactly the same as used in 
Nam, Top Quality. $12.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 . 

SILENCERS - Complete instructions to build your own from 
materials available at most hardware stores. $3.00. WORLD 
PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 64252, Fayetteville, NC 28306. 

MERCHANT MARINES, sealaring adventure and employ
ment. Maritime adventurer gives sources unknown to you. 27 
page Directory to fulfillment, just $10. CARDINAL INTERNA
TIONAL, Box 67, Centerville, VA 22020. (79) 

GERMAN SILVER BULLION!! Hoard of sterling silver bullion 
bars, bearing the infamous German WWII style eagle. Invest
ment items! Only $12.95, three for $35. SILVER INVESTORS, 
Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (76) 

GUN FOR HIRE - Ex-Ranger & Mercenary - professional 
investigator - high risk contracts. Contact: STRINGER, Box 
934, White River Jct., VT 05001 -0934. (90) 

HUMAN SKULL 
PIERCED BY 

12" DAGGER! 

Genuine Human 
skull (not plastic) 
zapped by USMC 

combat knife. 

Unique Bizarre trophy for your den 
or gunroom ... mind-boggling! 

$149.pp: S. Lane, Box 93787, 
Pasadena, CA 91109 

21 days de/Iv. free sheath, skulls 18·25 teeth. 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG every two months! The best new 
books on weaponry, the martial arts, self-defense, survival, 
and creative revenge. $1 .00 PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 
1307-BBV, Boulder, CO 80306. (78) 

BE A PROFESSIONAL BONDSMAN! Exciting, lucrative. No 
investment, !raining, work from home full/part time. Free re
port: THE BAILBOND GUIDE, Box 802-S2, Baton Rouge, LA 
70821. (76) 

TIGER STRIPE HANDKERCHIEFS/Bandannas, $2.75 ea.I 
$6.50 for 3. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 

MILITARY MEDALS and decorations bought/sold/traded. 
Current list 50 cents; subscription 1 year$4.50. VERNON, Box 
387SF, Baldwin, NY 11~10. (85) 

TOPGUN: AD-KYBAWTCD, third date. DZ LANCER. (76) 

EX·PLA TOON LEADER, USMC Vietnam looking for high risk, 
good paying work overseas. Honest, dependable, fearless. 
DON, (913) 462-3585. (82) · 

YOU CAN MAKE CRIME PAY 
Become a professional bail bondsman (or 
woman) and earn $15-30 per hour. No 
investment or experience necessary. Work 
full or part-time from home. For FREE 
details, send postcard to: The Bai lbond 
Guide<>, Box 802·1, Baton Rouge, LA 70821 . 

FIRST TIME AVAILABLE! 

RANDALL KNIVES ... NOWll NORDIC KNIVES has over 100 
genuine RANDALL MADE KNIVES in stock at all times. You 
can get your RANDALL knife in just days instead of waiting 
over 2 years for delivery. Send a large SASE for a free lisl -
OR - for only $2.00 we will send the list plus glossy color 
photos of the knives plus Randall's latest catalog. Send to: 
NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4 Copenhagen Dr., Solvang, CA 
93463. Phone (805) 688-3612. (76) 

SPECIAL ACTION COMMANDO SCHOOL specializing in 
Survival & Commando tactics for civil or military crisis. Write for 
brochure. $1 .00. S.A.C.S., P.O. Box 506, Peoos, NM 87552. 
(85) 

G.I. SURPLUS and Camping Equipment. Over 30 page cata
log $2.00. RED BANK ARMY NA VY. 12 Monmouth Street, Red 
Bank, NJ 07701 . (76) 

WANTED. Information/Demonstration/Equipment for explo
sive blasting by remote control. Required for private use, non
political. Reply wilh information etc., including cost to P.O. Box 
104, Woodbridge, Ont., Canada L4L, 1A9, (77) 

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1000's of patches stocked, 1940 
through Vietnam. Catalog $1 .00 - Refunded. SAUNDERS, 
Dept. SF, Box 414, Vermilion, OH 44089-0414. (76) 

FULL AUTO! Complete illustrated manual on selective fire 
conversions for the following weapons . .. HK 91/93, AR-15, 
MAC 10/1 1, MINl-14, M1 CARBINE. Only $10.00 postpaid. J. 
FLORES, Box 14-B, Rosemead, CA91770. FREE CATALOG. 
(77) 

MAMMOTH 5-inch tubular Smoke Bombs produce over 
10,000 cu. ft. in seconds! $18 dozen; 2 doz. $28.00; 8 doz, 
$100; 12 doz, $140. No COD. HOWELABS, Folly Beach, SC 
29439-0073. 

The best started at the beginning ... * 'tao of .lian .5ni ~un9 f'u * 
I OVER 1000 l BOOK ONE 1375 PAGES IN J 
llLUSTRATIONSl * * * SEVEN CHAPTERS 

Thi s e xpertly written book teaches the Art 
of "Personal Combat" f r om the progress ive 
exercises through the Blocking, Kicking, 
a nd Hand Str lking Forms , as taught by tbe 
Master Hei Long . There a r e over a Thousand 
rllu s trations, spanning Seven Chapters and 
3 75 pages t eac h i ng t he Art of Kun g Fu with 
the experience o nl y a Master could have . 

* 
To order send $19.95 to 

A. B Publications ; 
1311 Andover Drive Suite One 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
Send $1.00 for book list * 
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ELECTRIC SMOKE GRENADES, Squibs and dynamite fuse. 
Send SASE for complete specifications and order forms. SME, 
P.O. Box 251 , Warren, OH 44482. (79) 

ACTUAL POLICE ACADEMY TRAINING MANUAL. Satis
faction guaranteed! Complete course including firearms, 
arresting, search and seizure. $7.99. J.R. CERONI, 82 North
east Ave., Tallmadge, OH 44278. (77) 

"UNITED STATES ARMY. We Kick Ass!" Bumper Sticker, 
$2.00. T-shirt, $7.95. P.W., Dept. SF, 237 W. Houghton Lake 
Drive, Prudenville, Ml 48651. 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, Dealers in ALL types 
of U.S. Uniforms and International Insignia. List 50 cents. 
l.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 
CAN YOU? Duplicate CIA tricks? Open locks, safes, save on 
surveillance gear, listen through walls, see in the dark, get 
unlisted phone numbers, credit/personal records, beat the lie 
detector, chemically read through envelopes, etc? HOW TO 
GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY, "Most dangerous book ever 
published"- NBC. $29.95 plus $4.00 handling (CA residents 
add 6%). AW, Box 623, Holmes, PA 19043. Orders only (800) 
345-8112. In PA, (800) 662-2444. Dept. 41. (78) 

SILENCERS IN THE 1980'S, Great Designs, Great Design
ers, by J. David Truby - an in depth, fully illustrated report on 
the newest development in suppressor technology. Order 
yours today! $14.00 postpaid. PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 
1307-KMY, Boulder, CO 80306. 

SURVIVAL VIDEO TAPES- Complete survival training three 
hours each tape. Two tapes; Tape 1: Water, Food (wild plant), 
Fire-makin9, Cooking, Shelter. Tape 2: Food (wild animal) 
trapping, First Aid Environmental Hazards, Axes and Knives, 
Onentation and Maps. ALL of the above topics cover Wilder
ness and Urban Survival in the subjects covered. $39.95 plus 
$2.50 shipping. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California 
Ave., Reno. NV 89509. (78) 

Contact your local sporting goods 
dealer for sample or write: 

FUTZ INTERNATIONAL LTD. 
DEPT. S.F. WATERFORD, WISC. 53185 

HARD CORPS - Soviet Paratrooper Uniform, KGB, Airborne 
sleeve shields, KGB dress cap, East German helmet with 
cammo cover, AKM bayonets, Hungarian combat knife. New 
catalogue featuring Soviet and Warsaw Pact militaria, 
Rhodesia, Elite Forces and German WWII items; FACES OF 
WAR and SHADOWS OF WAR autographed, numbered limi
ted editions. Send $2.00. HARD CORPS, P.O. Box 10-4206, 
Anchorage, AK 99510. (77) 

YOUNG MAN, 20's, bright, 4th year Criminology major, diver, 
looking for employment in law enforcement, pnvate investiga
tion, bounty hunting, counter terrorism or any other type of elite 
crimefighting or security operative work. General military 
knowledge. Willing to relocate and receive training. Please 
contact: CHUCK KING, c/o 5814 Barker Ave., Burnaby, B.C., 
Canada. (77) 

VIETNAM PHOTOS: Binh Dinh to Bong Son 67. All Subjects. 
Pictoral and documentary. Samples. $1.00 SASE. NAM VET 
PHOTO SERVICE, 4518 Selma St., Sarasota, FL33582. (813) 
377-0019. 
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LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 

OOLY $700 
POSTPAID 

F Ires 2 2 cal. te ar 

~~~d'rm~1~ ~~i cli 
0 

fe d. Rapid firing . With fn- l • 
s tructions & free cle aning rod. 
For self-protec tio n, th eatre , do g 
training, sport s. P urc h aser mu s t h en ito 
b e o ver 21. M~:mey b ack quaran tee. · ~t: 1:k or 

WESTBURY SALES CO. c.1.1 . . ... 
P.O.BOX 434, Dept TA-2-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 

RHODESIAN VETERANS - Writer and veteran (Infantry 
Support Squadron, RhACR) gathering material for book, wants 
to hear about your experiences during and after the war. I'll 
reply and send xou a copy of book when published. JIM WAL
KER, 2402 California St., #202, San Francisco, CA 94115. 

VIETNAM VETS AND COLLECTORS - The illustrated cata
log "U.S. & ALLIED MILITARY TOKENS OF VIETNAM 1962-
1973" by retired M/Sqt. RAY BOWS lists over 1800 different 
coins and notes usedby military units in Vietnam. It contains 
more info on camps, units and clubs than any other work on 
Nam. This soft cover book is a must for your library. $11 .50 
postpaid, BOWS AND MALLET RARE COINS, 10610 Bridge
port Way SW, Tacoma, WA 98499. 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER AVAILABLE. EE-Junior seeks 
summer position in "adventure engineering. " In-major GPA: 
3.714.0. lnqumes: J.L., SUPO Box 9480, Tucson, AZ. 85720. 
(Save for future reference.) (77) 

BE A GUN DEALER. Official Federal Firearms License Kit 
Agplication Forms, Instructions, BATF " 800 's" and 
A DRESSES Directory of Wholesalers: Firearms, Ammo, 
Accessories, Manufacturer's List, Gun Dealers Basic Guide to 
Federal Gun Requirements. The most complete Federal 
Firearms License Kit available ... $4.95. GUN DEALER RE
CORD BOOKS - Each book contains 1200 entries, heavy 
duty construction, and are BOUND to meet all Federal require
ments : FIREARMS TRANSACTIONS, AMMO TRANS
ACTIONS . . . $7.95 each. FEDERAL GUN LAWS: Covers 
machine guns, silencers, licensing of dealers , rules and reg
ulations, import and export laws, transfer taxes, record keeping 
and much more . . . $3.95. STATE GUN LAWS: They are not 
summarized, complete state gun law and some city ordn
ances. Your Own State . . . $2.25, ALL Fifty States ... $4.95. 
FEDERAL REGULATIONS ON INTERSTATE TRANS
PORTATION OF FIREARMS: Laws you should know, if you 
travel state to state with weapons . . . $2.95. GUN DEALERS 
LIST: Top Dealers across the country, discounts from most 
1500 dealers . .. $2.50. CONCEALED WEAPONS PERMIT 
BOOKLET: This booklet shows you how to obtain a CON
CEALED WEAPONS PERMIT . . . $2.50. BE A FEDERALLY 
LICENSED EXPLOSIVE DEALER: Kit includes: Application 
Forms, (for Explosive License and Permit), Instructions, 
Federal Explosive Laws, Directory of Explosive Manufactur
ers, Wholesalers, Dis!ributors, Explosive Security, Explosive 
License/Permit Numbering System, Basic Explosive Dealer's 
Guide . . . $5.95. COMMERCE IN EXPLOSIVES The com
plete book on dealing in Explosives and Fireworks covers: 
License and Permits. Conduct of Business and Operations, 
Administrative Procedures, Records and Reports, Unlawful 
Acts, Penalties, Stora~e Requirements ... $5.95. S.G.S.E, 
P.O. Box 780, Mocksville, NC 27028. (77) 

MILITARY MEDALS AND INSIGNIA of South Africa and 
Rhodesia bought/sold/traded. $5.20 subscription refundable 
first purchase. KAPLANS, Box 132, Germiston, South Africa. 
(77) 

VIETNAM VETERANS!! Polo-shirts "Participant, Southeast 
Asia Warga mes, 1961-1975, Second Place," 100% cotton, 
preshrunk. Send $8.,50 to JOE THOMPSON, 716 Cherry St., 
Cadillac, Ml 49601. (76) 

FOR HIRE: Mere, Bounty Hunter. All jobs considered discreet 
and confidential and expected. Contact: RYAN, P.O. Box 8, 
Buffalo, NY 14212. 
MOVING FAST? Confidential Arizona address for all your mail 
needs. Shopping Service. Write! SMS-SF2, Box 3179, Tempe, 
AZ. 85281. (76) 

" ILLEGALLY PARKED" stickers, with super adhesive. Teach 
them a lesson! Large size. 75 cents each or 8 for $4.95. Add 50 
cents for postage and handling. Texans add 6% sales tax. 
Send to: FLYING DUTCHMAN ENTERPRISES. 13033 Wire
vine Lane, Houston, TX 77072. 

KNUCKS - Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi
num. $7.00 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATIHEWS 
POLICE SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105.(78) 

TATIOOING EQUIPMENT. Colors, machines, designs, ev
ery1hing needed to start you in business. Send $1 .00 for cata
log to: S & W TATIOOING, Box 263 SF, East Northport, NY 
11731 . (87) 

WORLDWIDE MILITARY, Medals, Badges, Wings, Insignia, 
War Surplus and Survival Equipment. Illustrated catalogue 
$2.00. INVICTA INTERNATIONAL, 740 Gladstone, Ottawa, 
Canada. K1 R 6X5. (77) 

MILITARY SURPLUS - Chemical/biological warfare equip
ment, military clothing and equipment. Self addressed 
stamped envelope for catalog: JR SALES, Box 4253F, Lan
caster, CA 93539-4253. 

Support AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

SUPPORT \ 
/ THE BRAVE \ 
"-,, PEOPLE OF 
r~ AFGHANISTAN , 

IN THEIR FIGHT 
FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET\ 
AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 

All funds collected will be donated 
to pro-western Afghan resistance 
groups selected by the SOF staff. 
These funds will be used solely for 
the purchase of arms, ammunition 
and medical supplies as specified 
by the groups receiving assistance. 
No funds collected will be expend
ed for salaries or administration. 

Donations are NOT tax deductable. 
Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedom Fighters' Fund 
Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 

17"' 22 " poster of the above available . Send 
$3.95 to:Afghan Poster, Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine, Box 693 , Bou lder, CO 80306. 

NEED WEAPONS? Become Gun Dealer At Home! Gun Deal
er Instruction Course, 20 chapters, $4.95. Federal Laws, 
$2.50 . Your State Laws, $2.50. 500 Wholesalers , $3.50. 
Machine Gun License Manual, Forms, $3.50. Concealed Gun 
Permits, $2.50. All Publications Above, $13.95. Free Catalog. 
REDDICK, 1821-H Bacon, San Diego, CA 92107. 
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Videotapes 
VHS - Beta 

O ver 200 OF THE WORLD'S BEST 
SHOOTERS ARE featured in the 

TOUGHEST, MOST COMPETITIVE 3-GUN 
MATCH IN THE WORLD. Watch , learn and 

enjoy as contesto~ts display their expertise 
with PISTOLS, RIFLES AND SHOTGUNS . You'll 
actually be able ta IMPROVE YOUR SHOOTING 
SKILLS by watching this videotape. And you'll 
pick up some COMBAT SECRETS as well. Also 
included in this tape, selected excerpts from 
the SOF Convention itself. 

Available in half-inch and BETA Formats, this pro
fessionally produced, FULL COLOR 
VIDEOTAPE features SLOW-MOTION, FREEZE 
FRAMES, INSTANT REPLAY, SPLIT SCREEN, 
GRAPHICS AND COMPLETE NARRATION. 

Order your tape today and enioy it for years 
to come . 

Send check . money order , VISA or Mastercard 
number for $59 .95 plus $3.00 shipping and 
handling. California resident add 6% sales 
tax . Allow 4 weeks for delivery. 

Mail checks payable to : 

MARKETING DYNAMICS 
920 Kline Street, Suite 100 

San Diego, California 92037 

TOP RISK ACTION GROUP. Contracts with individuals, orga
nizations and governments. Outside U.S. only. No reds. We 
shift odds in your favor. JOE, P.O. Box 2094, Chapel Hill, NC 
27515-2094. (76) 

LAW ENFORCEMENT, fire and railroad badges and patches. 
Send $1.00 for list or $6.00 for next 12 monthly lists. BAIRD'S 
COLLECTABLES, Dept. SF683, P.O. Box 444, Los Alamitos, 
CA 90706. (78) 

EAST GERMAN ID. "Ausweis" cards in. Russian/German with. 
Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo, origin unknown. $6. 
Money order only. EWING. Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. 

.50 CAL MACHINE GUN BEL TS. Enhance your war plane, 
gun room, den, place of business with impressive and unique 
wall display of authentic 1943-4 Frankford Arsenal war issue 
.50 Cal. complete shells, less powder, with steel links for 
continous belt. Excellent condition. Super large 100 rounds 
nearly 9 ft . long, $53.50 plus $8.00 shipping; 50 rds., $29.50 
plus $5.00; 25 rds., $17.50 plus $4.00. Handsomely "Chrome 
Tone" plated at $20.00, $10.00, $5.00 additional. .30 Cal
.''Chrome Tone" plated shells in steel belt links. 100 rds ., 
$28.50 plus $4.50; 50 rds. , $15.50 plus $3.50. Also have 
artillery shells etc. U.S. and International dealers invited. "Na
tion's Largest .50 Cal. Outlet. " JOE JELINEK, 1201-F Cottage 
Grove, Chicago Heights.IL 60411 . (312) 758-2183. 

THE INVESTIGATION AGENCY (TIA) needs smart associ
ates. Brochure ($5.00) indicates scope. If wanted include re
sume: experience, education, physical profile, photograph. 
THE INVESTIGATOR'S FIELD MANUAL is optional to appli
cants that seem to qualify. It explains how our professionals 
work . Brochure credited toward manual purchase . WE 
GUARANTEE ONLY that we are a long established, hard 
nosed, hard working agency that lives up to our word. We do 
not promise to make you an overnight millionaire, expert, or 
hire you. The course is tough. Our requirements are more 
demanding. DIRECTOR, P.O. Box 4085, Clearwater, FL 
33518. 

Desert/Mountain Survival 
4-6 day courses taught by Dave Ganci. 
outdoor survival instructor for Arizona 

State University and the U.S. Military. 
Write To : 

Aol Arlzon1 Outdoor ln1tltut1 
6737 N. 18th Place. Phoenix , AZ 
85016 (602) 266-7585 

STEROIDS - Size, strength, aggressiveness. Where to get 
them, what to pay, what works. UNDERGROUND STEROID 
HANDBOOK tells all ! Send $6 to OEM PUBLISHING, 2801 B 
Ocean Park #25, Santa Monica, CA 90405. (79) 

CHEMICALS for every purpose. Potassium chlorate nitrate 
acids, others. Also formulas. Catalog $1 .00. D & R ENTER~ 
PRISES, Box 14741, Cleveland, OH 44114. (77) 

SWITCHBLADE KNIFE BOOK - Latest edition, over BO 
photos, where to buy, prof. printed; $8.00 ppd; TANZ, Box 
14221 , Pittsburgh, PA 15239. (78) 

TIGER STRIPE C1'U.N.O F1' TIGUES, Militaiy Quality Rip Stop 
Cammo, 4 pocket jacket, 6 pocket pants, $55.00 per suit. 
A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . Mastercard & VISA 
Accepted! 

VIETNAM SERVICE CERTIFICATES, Ranger, Pathfinder, 
Jungle Expert and other military award documents. Send 
SASE for illustrated list. EWING. Box 993, Montpelier, VT 
05602. 
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BRITISH MILITARIA-Hats, Helmets, Berets, Badges, Med
als, Insignia, Webbing, etc. Send $1.00 for list. BRITISH COL
LECTIBLES, LTD., Dept. A, 2113 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Moni
ca, CA 90403. (78) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY - Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance , 'creative' Locksmithing, 
Weapons, Investigations, Documents, etc. Free Brochures : 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing , NY 
11354. (BO) 

WILL FLY ANYWHERE, ANYTIME. Security, courier, or your 
personal rep. Other offers considered . Retainer plus ex
penses. "For Mother, God & Country. " Contact: HUNTER, 
P.O. Box 121 , Racine, WI 53403. (76) 

MAIL SECURITY provides essential privacy at affordable 
prices. Keep your location secret. Send $2.00 (refundable) , 
Box 70, Burns, TN 37029. (BO) 

KNIVES: All types . Also historic weapons. Unbeatable prices. 
Color catalogs, $2.00. DE INTINIS, 107 Summit Ave., S.I., NY 
10306. 

"DEFENDER" - .22 Cal. single shot pistol you construct from 
ordinary tools and hardware store materials. New copyrighted 
gg~~~.' only $4.98. ENTIUM (SD-1) , Box 1650, Carolina, P.R. 

CAMOUFLAGE T-SHIRTS-Woodland or Fall patterns, high 
quality short sleeve (M-L-XL) $6.00. RECON ONE, P.O. Box 
6978, Dept. SOF, Stateline, NV 89449. 

ELITE U.S. FORCES AUTO DECALS! USMC Recon, UDT
SEAL, SF Crest, 2nd Force Recon Co., Navy-MC Aircrew 
Wings, many more! New! Multi-National Force decal , Beirut
Lebanon only $3.00 postpaid . Send 50 cents for our price list 
to: ELITE FORCES SUPPLY CO., 22 Orchard Street, Newton, 
NJ 07860. 

AWARD CERTIFICATES. Vietnamese Gallantry Cross and 
Campaign Medal Certificates of Decoration. $3.00 each , both 
$5.00. Full refund if not satisfied . JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 
Noah, St. Louis, MO 63135. 

30-40% OFF ALL GERBER, SCHRADE KNIVES; Redfield, 
Leupold, Tasco scopes; Muzzleloaders! Send $1 .00 for com
~l:t~ J'.f~1elist! KNIVES:, 52 Edmund, Dept. SOF, Uniontown, 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, Dealers in uniforms, insignia 
and equipment. List $1.00. BMS, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 . 

UNARMED COMBAT. New method of self-defense. How to 
survive and win REAL combat. Defend yourself and kill with 
your bare hands. Easy to learn. Fully illustrated . $10.95 post
paid from : LIBRA ENTERPRISES, Dept. SF 24, 486 Molima 
Dr., San Francisco, CA 94127. 

OFFICIAL SOF 
BERET & INSIGNIA 
TOP QUALITY RED 

BERET made to U.S. Gov't specifica
tions $13.00 postpaid SOF COLORED 
ENAMELED INSIGNIA $7.00 post
paid . Specify beret size. 

SOF EXCHANGE - P.O. Box 687 
- Boulder CO 80306 

BONDAGE RELEASES ... Rope, chains, handcuffs. 65 illus
trations. No skill required. Easy methods. $9.98. T. WILSON, 
Box 224, Hatboro, PA 19040. (77) 

NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Use our address as 
yours. Keep your true identity and location secret. Details: MK 
& AS.SOCIATES, Box 8-F, Buffalo, NY 14212. (BO) 

FOR YOUR EYES ONLY, the biweekly military intelligence 
summary, brings you inside reports on wars, arms sales, and 
new weapons, along with in-depth features on key develop
ments. $35/year. three-issue trial $5. FYEO, Box 8759V, 
Amarillo, TX 79114. (78) 

"LAZERSTUN" (DEFENSE WEAPON) - Shoots High In
tensity Rays That Blind!! (CAUTION: Victims Purport:"DISO
RIEN'rATION . .. BLACKOUTS .. . FAINTING!!!") Nonlethal. 
Handheld. Assembled. "30,000 Lumens-per-second tempor
arily bleach eye retinas." (Similar to device featured on televi
sions' C.H.l.P.S.!!) Send : $49.95 each: NATIONAL LAZER
TEK, Box 2240, Elm Grove, WV 26003. (Weapons Catalog, 
$2.00). 

CLANDESTINE SAFE OPENING DEVICES. Open combina
tion safe locks, when the combination is unknown, without 
damaging safe. Report, $3.00. Catalog, $1 .00. CANNIBAL. 
P.O. Box 692, Champaign, IL 61820. 

.50 CAL. BROWNING MACHINE GUN DEWAT, M2 (ground) 
or AN-M2 (aircraft) . . 30 Cal. Browning machine gun DEWAT 
M1919A4 (air cooled) or M1917A1 (water cooled). Browning 
Automatic Rifle DEW AT M191 BA2 (BAR). DEW ATS are exact 
collector copies of famous machine guns. Inert and not classi
fied as firearms. Legal to own, can be purchased direct. Full 
size, 100% machined steel construction. Made in U.S.A. from 
original ordnance blueprints. For illustrated catalog, send 
$2.00 (refundable with purchase) . PHILADELPHIA ORDN
ANCE, Oreland Industrial Park, Oreland , PA 19075. 

IMPROVED TRIGGER PULL 
The most important improvement you will 
ever make to your semi-automatic rifle . 

SASE for prices ond specifications . 

WILLIAMS TRIGGER SPECIALTIES, INC. 
RR #I Box 26C 

White Heath, IL 61884 
Phone : 217-762-7377 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE SECURITY EQUIPMENT -
("World's Greatest Selection!" ) Complete line of Wireless 
Transmitters, Telephone Appl_ications, RecorderslRecording 
Devices , Tracking Systems, Video Transmitters. Night Vision 
Systems, Lockp1ck1ng Technology, Drugs/Narcotics Analysis, 
Countermeasures, Electronic Weapons and Tactical Security 
Equipment Virtually Impossible to Obtain Elsewhere!!! "We 
Have What You're Looking For . .. "(New 1984 Professionals ' 
Catalogue , $20.00, Refundable; Surveillance Device Schema
tics Portfolio, $25.00; Tactical Surveillance Manual , $15.00 : 
General Catalogue, $5.00.) Send Orders: MICROTRON®, 
500 Hawley Building, Wheeling, WV 26003. Visa/Mastercard 
Orders call 24 hours: (304) 233-8007. 

UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER. Save up to 20% Discount. Famous 
Publishers: Paladin Press, Desert, Allan, others. 1 OO's of excit
i~g titles. Regularly updated. Exotic Weaponry, Military, Sur
vival, Revenge , Self-Defense , Martial Arts, Explosives 
Silencers, Fireworks, Illegal Arts and many, many MORE. If 
you can by them elsewhere for less- buy them ! Catalog $1 .00 
- FREE G.I. P-38 Can Opener with Catalog. ASURP PUB
LICATIONS, (101), Sharon Center, OH 44274. (77) 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: genuine G.I. mainstays from Korea to 
Nam. PRC-10 Backpack Radio with Accessories, tunes 38-55 
MHz FM: $39.50 apiece , $77.50/pair, good condition. CPRC-
26 Canadian Portable Field Radio, tunes 42-54 MHz FM, 6 
channels, with battery box, antenna, cyrstal : $22.50 apiece, 
$42.50/pair good condition . R-174 Receiver, tunes 1.5-1 B MHz 
AM-CW-SSS military, shortwave, ham, aircraft frequencies: 
$47.50 mint, $27.50 good condition. R-108 FieldN ehicular 
Receiver, 20-28 MHz FM: $27.50 mint. VRC-7 FieldNehicular 
Radio set, includes RT-70 Transceiver, AM-65 Audio Ampli
fier, PP-282 Power Supply, antenna, vehicle mount, accessor
ies, mint in original cartons: $137.50. ARC-27 Guard Receiver 
single channel 220-250 MHz aircraft receiver: $12.50 mint. 4S 
Day Replacement Guarantee. Add $9.50 shipping-handling. 
$5 postpaid items: Field Radio Techniques Manual ; M-29 Mic· 
rophone; H-113 Earphones. BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 
591, Sandusky, OH 44870. 

MERC FOR HIRE - Highly skilled and professional individual 
or team available for high risk operations. All offers considered 
and held strictly confidential. Immediate response. N.G., Box 
302, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210. 

M-65 FIELD JACKETS, Tiger Stripe $48.00, Woodland 
$45.00, S.WAT. Black $48.00, O.D. $45.00. All are military 
specification manufactured. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 . VISA & Mastercard Accepted! SPECIAL PURCHASE: 
Field Jacket Liners for added warmth $18.00. 

PROFESSIONALS WANTED- Send for our free brochure of 
" Elite Fighting Units" (of the wo~d) insignia caps. Large selec
tion. Fast service. Quantity prices. A & D PRODUCTS CO., 
P.O. Box 286-S, Bel Air, MD 21014. (78) 

JOIN THE AIRBORNE ELITE - U.S., UK, Canada, Austra
lia, Vietnam, France , Germany, R.S.A., El Salvador, Israel, 
Korea. Largest selection of Airborne insignia hats from around 
the world. You must see our latest illustrated catalog. Send 
$1.00 - refundable with purchase - to HEAD GEAR CO., Box 
75, Stevenson, MD 21153. 

SPECIAL FORCES CAPS. Black baseball style, adjustable. 
Ranger, 101 st, B2nd, USMC Recon , Weapons Instructor, 
Combat Pistol Team, Death From Above, USMC Bulldog in red 
and yellow. $6 .00 each plus $1.50 postage/handling. Will 
duplicate your unit insignia on cap of your choice - $60 per 
dozen. CUSTOM CAPS, P.O. Box 654-SF, Randallstown, MD 
21133. 

MERC FOR HIRE. Ex Marine, Vietnam vet, discreet, seeks 
dirty work. Does anything , anywhere. P.O. BOX 30288, Chica
go, IL 60630-0288. 

MILITARY ISSUE CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES, All have 4 
pocket jackets and 6 pocket pants. Woodland Cam mo $45.00, 
Desert Cammo $48.00, Vietnam Jungle Cammo (Now used in 
So. America!) $52.00, S.WAT. Black $48.00. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221 . Mastercard & VISA Accepted! 

PREVIOUSLY ILLEGAL, 100% (rustproof) GRAVITY/IN
ERTIA operational BALISONG/BUTIERFL Y knives Fl NALLY 
available!!! 440-STAINLESS 4" blade. Diecast, skeletonized, 
100% machined , ALUMINUM handles. 9" opened. Weighs 
under 4-0UNCES!!! Unquestionable FINEST QUALITY Bali
song for price. LIST: $49.95, SALE: $29.99 plus $2.50 ship
ping . GENUINE 100% (Solid/Rustproof) "DAMASCUS" 
STAINLESS STEEL (Throughout!) . Lockback pocketknife !!! 
Triseciional 2- 'Al" composite (pattern-welded) "DAMASCUS" 
blade. Hard center monocore (cutting edge) forged between 
26 layers of laminated STAINLESS STEEL 3" closed/2 
ounces. Only $29.99 plus $1.95 shipping. ALL orders "AIR
MAILED" 24-hours of receipt!! Send Money Order to : 
SELECTLINE. (established 1977), Box 391 (SOF) , P.C., 
Hawaii, 96782-0391. 

AIM YOUR PISTOL IN TOTAL DARKNESS. The Nightfighter 
Sights Conversion Kit is the first practical answer to accurate 
night time shooting. No gunsmithing required. $12.95 per kit. 
FL YING H ENTERPRISES, Dept. SF, P.O. Box 545, Laverg
ne, TN 37086. 

IRA IRISH REPUBLICAN ARMY BERETS, Black Beret w/ 
insignia, $18.00. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 
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SMITH & WESSON - Don't Leave Home Without It! Quality 
T-shirts in white, gold, red and blue. Artwork shows revolver 
pointed at reader. $8.95. We pay postage and handling. Check 
or money order to: B.J. INTERNATIONAL, P.O. Box 35154, 
Canton, OH 44718. 

MILITARY SURPLUS and Survival and Surveillance Equip
ment! New M65 Field Jacket, $57.00, XL $62.00. New G.I. 
issued Day Desert pattern camouflage fatigues, $56.00. Tiger 
Stripe camouflage T-shirt, $6.00. Canadian Army Bush Jacket, 
$25.00. G.I. type pistol belts, $5.00. M-7, AR-15/M-16 Bayonet 
and M8A1 Scabbard, $31.00. Mitchell 50/22 Magazine, 
$35.00. Aimpoint electronic sight MKlll, $175.00. Fishing sur
vival kit, $15.00. Australian L 1 al bayonets, $28.00. New L 1a1 
7.62 nato 20 round magazine, $25.00. M-1 Carbine scope 
mount w/1 rings, $20.00, 4x scope and rings and mount, 
$58.00, w/3-9x Bushnell variable, $75.00. M1 Garand M1-D 
scope mounts, $35.00. Ambidextrous pistol salety, $60.00. 
New G.I. .45 auto mags, $70.00. New M-7 G.l. leather .45 auto 
shoulder holster, $22.00. New M-3 G.I. .45 auto shoulder hols
ter, $20.00. G.I. M1949 mountain sleeping bag, $65.00. Can
teens, $5.00. Canteen covers, $7.00. Waterproof match 
container,$2.00. G.I. Mess Kit, $7.00. Gerber Mark II Survival 
knife, $65.00. Gerber Mark I Survival Knife, $52.00. New G.I. 
Magnetic compass, $40.00. Original G.I. M-2 Compass, 
$110.00. Original U.S. Army flashlight, $8.00. U.S. Air Force 
sunglasses w/carrying case, $30.00. G.I. collapsible shovel 
w/cover, $17.00. Portable fuel tablets, 1 box, $3.00. Camou
flage gun cover fits AR15/M16, $18.00. Camouflage face paint, 
$3.00. Dummy hand grenades, $6.00 ea. U.S. Army Alice 
Pack, $75.00. Vietnam canvas combat pack, used $8.00. 
M1911 .A1 .45 auto field main!. kit, $28.00. Vietnam combat 
harness assembly, $50.00. M17 Gas Mask w/bag, $80.00. 
Insect repellent, $4.00. U.S. 1st aid kit, $6.00. Survival kit , 
$55.00. U.S. M1 Carbine carrying case, $15.00. U.S. Army 100 
yd. rifle target, $20.00. M16A 1 Main!. kit, $18.00. U.S. M1983 
Machete w/scabbard, $17.00. British spike bayonet blade w/ 
scabbard, $5.00. U.S. Air Force pilot survival knife, $25.00. 
Israeli 98 Mauser bayonet w/scabbard, $35.00. Bianchi 's 
Ni~hthawk knile, $100.00. U.S.M.C. Shooting Jacket, $35.00. 
British Combat sweater,$25.00. G.I. five button sweater, 
$25.00. U.S.A.F. Flying jacket, $55.00. G.I. Parka, $125.00. 
Battle Scarf, $15.00. G.I. Rain poncho,$25.00. Vietnam steel 
helmet w/camouflage cover, $25.00. O.D. Bush hat, $15.00. 
Camouflage Jungle hat, $15.00. French Army Helmet,$1 5.00. 
Face Mask, $7.00. De-Bug transmitter locator. $950.00. Anti
spy phone, $1,800. Wire tracing kit, $450. Radiation Detector. 
$450. Acoustic bomb amplifier, $800. Bomb blanket, $300. 
Bomb control pouch, $600. Telephone monitoring equipment, 
$300. Miniature tape recorder, $1,300. Shok Baton,$75.00. 

~~g~~:~i~i~~r$~t~~i~it~:.; i~r,~~~a~ie~~;, migg: 
Flexible armor chest insert, $100. Survival blowgun, $30.00. 
Black Forest sword cane, $175.00. All wearing garments are 
furnished in all sizes, XS, S, M, L. XL. To order and to inquire 
about additional products such as AK-47, Czech M23/25, M14 
gun parts, FN-49 semi auto parts, write: THE FREEDOM 
COMPANY, P.O. Box 41896, Philadelphia, PA 19101-1896. 

COLLEGE DIPLOMA 1 DAY 
Has your diploma been lost or damaged? 
Most schools available . Beautiful exacting 
reproductions including seals & colors. All 
inquiries confidential . Color catalogue $3 

ALUMNI ARTS 
Dept. SF 13 Box 552 Grants Pass, OR 97526 

PYROTECHNICS, Smoke Grenades, Aerial Flares, Booby
Traps, Racket, Whistle, Report Cartridges, Pen Gun Laun
chers. Catalog $1.00. AZTEC.Suite 341 , 5365 Jimmy Carter 
Blvd., Norcross, GA 30093. 

TIGER STRIPE T-SHIRTS, Completes your uniform, $8.00 or 
3 for $22.00. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

NEW YORK CITY AREA Stay Ready !! Keep Fit!! Work Out! 
Total urban self-defense Ju Jitsu and complete firearms train
ing. Send $1 lor brochure: EXPERT DEFENSE AND SURVIV
AL, P.O. Box 137, Homecrest Post Office, Brooklyn , NY 
11229. 

EXPLOSIVE AND INCENDIARY AMMUNITION FOR THE 
.22 Rimfire : This book describes how to prepare 9 different 
varieties ol special purpose ammunition that produces some of 
the most devastating wounds. Turns the lowly .22 Rimfire into a 
man-stopper as devastating as a .357 Magnum - $9.95; MKBS 
PUBLICATIONS, 411 Lincoln Blvd ., Suite 353-S, Marina Del 
Rey, CA 90292. 

DER FREIWILLIGE. 36 page monthly magazine of veterans 
association of WWII German Waffen SS elite troops. Sample 
issue plus color catalog of official histories and photo books of 
Waffen SS divisions, $5.00. Dispatched immediately by air
mail. MUNIN UK, P.O. Box 360 , Brighton , BN1 3RW 
England.(78) 

NINJA TRAINING with Stephen Hayes in the Southern Califor
nia area. Send SASE to: SHADOWS OF IGA SOUTHWEST, 
3808 Rosecrans St., Box 611, San Diego, CA 92110. 

WANTED: Original plastic military issue hack watch; pay top$. 
ARONOFSKY, 8687 Melrose, M34, Los Angeles, CA 90069. 
(77) 
SURVIVAL RETREAT! 40 acres, available in 20 acre parcels, 

. $600.00 per acre. Located in N.E. Washington, 314 mile from 
Roosevelt Lake, with water access into Canada. Name your 
terms. HUGH WASHBURN, P.O. Box 4696, Panorama City, 
CA 91412, (213) 893-8394. 

MERCENARY MEALS. Delicious, nutritious, economical, 
convenient. Business opportunities available. Free informa
tion. Send SASE to K.D. HAWKINS, Box 1857, Rialto, CA 
92376. An independent Universe Foods distributor. 

COMBAT THROWING KNIFE CATALOG and throwing in
structions sent free for stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
TRU-BAL KNIVES, 2155 Tremont Blvd . N.W., Grand Rapids, 
Ml 49504. 

Looking for an OVERSEAS JOB? 
We could have an Overseas Job 

that's looking for YOU! 
Do you wont to earn up to $80 ,000, tax free , enjoy 
free housing, paid vacations, and the many other 
benefits of working overseas? Right now, there ore 
hundreds of top job opportunities oversea s that could 
be just the right job for you! 

Each and every week, the OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT 
WEEKLY contains hundreds of exclusive job opportuni
ties in the medical I engineering I food service I 
construction I logistical I electronics I computer I 
data processing I aerospace operations I technical I 
chemical I aircraft repair I project development and 
procurement fields . 

The OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT WEEKLY cove<S the 
entire spectrum of worldwide job opportunities at all 
levels from $30,000 to $300,000. These ore openings 
with the best corporations in the world and not 
available in any other single publication elsewhere. It 
is the only newspaper providing the latest job 
opportunities in the Middle East a nd the Orient, 
Europe, Latin America and other exotic lands . 

Each week lhe OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT WEEKLY 
surveys more than 5000 U .S . end foreign companies to 
find out the current personnel needs and immediately 
publish them for professionals like yourself . 

GeWng the OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT WEEKLY could be 
the best decision you've ever mode . SO MAIL THE 
COUPON OR CALL AND CHARGE IT TODAY! 

VISA or MasterCard 1-800-523-2004 

r-------------, 
I OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT WEEKL y I 
I 

5959 W. Century Blvd., Ste. 514 I 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 

I Yes, please rush the next eight issues by first I 
I class moil for $34 . My check or money order is I 

enclosed . (Make payable to Murphy International I Publishing.) I 
I NAME I 
I ADDRESS I 
I CITY I 
I STATE ZIP I 
Le~=~r.::i:=::1=~---~~J. 
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Decals $3.25 ea. 2 for $5.00 
"The Elite Series" 

4x5 Weatherproof Vinyl 
SpeCial Forces "Th e Professionals" 
U.S.N - Seal T eam 
U.S.A.F. - Para Rescue 
U.S.M.C. - Force Recon 
Airborne - Ranger 
1st CAV - Airmobil e " Death From Above" 
101st Abn. - "Scream'n Eagles" 
82nd Abn. - "All Am e ri can " 
Royale Marines 
Special Air Service 
Foreign Legion - " Winged Dagger" 

- Allow 3 Weeks Delivery -

larger Selection - Brochures $1.00 

Nighthawk Supply Co. 
Box 751 , Severna Park, Md. 21146 

LOCKSMITHING: General & automotive. UNLIMITED IN· 
FORMATION-$2.00 (unconditionally refundable if unsatis
fied) . L.A.N.D.l.S., 625 Post St. , #1048F, San Francisco, CA 
94109. (85) 

VON BUKUS CAN TRAIN YOU to be a professional military 
canine trainer! Send $5.00 for apptitude test and employment 
application. P.O. Box 235, Felton, CA 95018. 

WYOMING/UTAH RANCH LAND. Remote-Accessible 10 
acres - $60 down, $60 month. Owner - MIKE GAUTHIER, 
9550 J Gallatin, Downey, CA 90240. (76) 

HOTTEST STORY ANYWHERE! VIETNAM. Explosive con
temporary literature. A very strange tale! Six powerful illustra
tions- a collector's item. If you usually don't like to read, you'll 
love this one! Great gift idea for a hardcore friend. 1/$3, 4/$10, 
10/$20 to: GLENN PARKS, P.O. Box 142, Whippany, NJ 
07981.(76) 

THINKING OF ATTENDING a shooting school? Save by in
vesting $10 before you spend $1000 and not get what you're 
looking for. "Shooting Schools: An Analysis" is the finest, most 
objective comparison of America's top 10 schools. A detailed 
evaluation, frankly discussing the weak and strong points of 
each. Straight talk! Written by a shooter who's been to them all . 
100 pages, illustrated. $8.95 plus $1.00 P & H. PERSONAL 
DEFENSE FOUNDATION, Box 7035-L, Albany; NY 12225. 

COBRA MISSION TO TRANG BANG: 60 minute cassette 
recording of Cobra Gunship firefly misison; vicinity ol Trang 
Bang, RVN, Spring 1969. Hear radio traffic involving B-52 
strikes, dustoffs, anti-aircraft guns, and the sound of minigun 
fire. Includes 40-page transcript book w/call signs and ex
planatory notes to aid understanding this unique document. 12 
pages Cobra Pilots photos. Rare insiders look at Vietnam. 
Unconditional money back guarantee. Free catalog w/order. 
Just $15 postpaid. BIEN HOA PRODUCTIONS, Dept. AKM, 
Box 56, Fayetteville, AR 72702. 

-KIMBERTAL-b Th• Mod So119ht aft er Name 111 ' 

Doberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 

Champ-sired pups and adults trained 
for personal protection and security. 

FULL HEALTH &. TEMPERAMENT GUARANTEES 
-SHIPPING WORLDWIDE- · . , 

American Exp1ess, Visa and Ma ster Charge . . n'.li~JD~"'.. -..,,~ 

KIMBERTAL KENNELS, LTD. 
Kimberton, Pa. 19442 215-933-4982 or 933-3600 

ELECTRONIC PERIMETER ALARMS - Cordon off entire 
areas, set up your perimeters, protect property. Announces the 
presence of intruders. Ideal as sonic trip mine for war games. 
Alarm cars, boats and planes. Weather proof. Send $29.95 for 
each. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery, to LONDON YARD 
SECURITY CORP., P.O. Box 8583, Tampa, FL 33674. 

RECOVERY AND COLLECTION! International a~ents 

~~"-f~~~~r~~~'.spos a~x t~~ 1~1 ~;~~i:a, 1~eg~~ ~~ D L TA 

EX-MILITARY FOR HIRE: Do anything, anywhere. Expert in 
weapons, demo, hand to hand. Also rescue and courier work. 
Contact: CONTRACT, VU, 4208 B, Nashville, TN 37235. 

MERC FOR HIRE, Courier, military instructor. Prefer Central 
America. DETHRIC, 336 4th Ave., Apt. 1, So. Chas., WV 
25303.(76) 

FOR HIRE Ex-Marine Vietnam Vet. All serious offers consid
ered. BOB, P.O. Box 1263, Downey, CA 90240. (76) 

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, new products wanted for presentation 
to industry and exhibition at national technology exposition. 
Call 1-800-528-6050. Arizona, 1-800-352-0458. X831. (79) 

"UNCONVENTIONAL JUNGLE WARFARE TRAINING'" 
Midwest Training Center offers professional instruction in 
counterinsurgency, weapons and first aid. Realistic 10 day 
course. 3 day mini-course in weapons, etc. We do "SPECIAL" 
training . 8 page brochure: $2.00 •. Box 2814, Evansville, IN 
47714. 

WW2 ORDERS OF BATTLE ·1• You may know how and where the ._ 
bat.ties were fought. Now you can mt : "' :;;;a.. 194

' 
have the rest of the story! These _. ._ .. ~ 
new, 1981·1984, Orders of Battle · 

r:;;~; ;~e o~~~itd1\~t~er~e~n~e~~gl~~~~i~~: i~f bbec~r:n~hn~ ~t~f l~~~ 
Russian, Bulgarian, Hungarian, Romanian, .Japanese and 
U.S. forces. 

Write now for FREE Catalog and Samples. 

GAME PUBLISHING 
3355 Birch Circle F, Allentown, PA 18103-4512 
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WAR ZONES, DISEASE AREAS, current visa and vaccina
tion requirements for all countries. Monthly map lrnd tables. 
Latest $2.95. SMTRONICS, Box 2533, Fairfax, VA 22031. (76) 

"HOW TO BEAT A LIE DETECTOR TESTI'' Secrets re
vealed! Free sample pre-employment test included! $3.00. 
ACCURATE POLYGRAPH, P.O.Box 6856SF, Santa Barbara, 
CA 93160. (78) 

RAPPELLING EQUIPMENT, RESCUE EQUIPMENT. Our 
equipment used by F.B.I.; Secret Service, U.S. Army, and 
many Police Departments. Black rope, black equipment. Dis
tributors for PMI, SMC, CMI, Russ Anderson, Forrest Moun
taineering. $2.00 catalog, refundable with order. J.E. WEINEL, 
INC., P.O. Box 213SOF, Valencia, PA 16059. (76) 

SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT & COUNTERMEASURES
"State-of-the·Art" Technology for Law Enforcement. Compre
hensive Catalog, $20.00, Refundable; Brochure $1.00. Send 
orders: NATIONAL POLICE SUPPLY, Department 7, Box 131 , 
Bridgeport, OH 43912. 

EDGED WEAPONS: hawks, throwers, collectors, "work", sur
vival, swords, illustrated catalogue, VEE SEA IMPORTS 
PLUS, 1422 Del Norte, Corona, CA 91720. (77) 

SILENT FIREPOWER - The most complete crossbow cata
log available. $1 .00. Also special weapons and survival aids. 
M & M ENTERPRISES, Box 64, Dept. SOF, Island Lake, IL 
60042. (77) 

Feel safe and secure wherever you go ..... no 
longer fear muggers, rapists, burglars! Leave 
any attacker disabled and rolling on ground 
in pain. Now possible with easiest, most 
effective Self Defense System~v devised! 

DEFENSE c ' 

BOX 30309 DEPT. SF SEND NAME: AN ADDRESS 
PHOENIX, AZ. 85046 FDRCOMPLETEFREEDETAILS' 

THE RELIGION OF ODIN - The story of the ancient faith of 
northern Europe. Ceremonies, beliefs, history ol worshipers of 
Thor and Odin. Only book of its kind. 180 pages, 17 illustra
tions, soft cover, (2nd Edition), $10. VIKING HOUSE, P.O. Box 
160, Lake City, MN 55041. (76) 

"U·PRINT·IT" - Do it yourself copyrighted method for printing 
almost anything - $3.95. ENTIUM (U-1), Box 1650, P.R. 
00628. (77) 

HUMAN SKULLS, Lions, Apes, Gorilla skulls. Inexpensive. 
Excellent quality reproductions. Catalog $1.00 (refundable 
with purchase). SKULLDUGGERY, P.O. Box 1021-SF, Brea, 
CA 92621. 

RETIRED FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION, 38, 18 years experi
enced (para-mountain-mortar) seeks unconventional employ
ment. Contact: GERARD BEZ, 7227 Deborah Dr., Falls 
Church, VA 22046. (76) 

FOR HIRE -S.E. Asia veteran. '68-70. LRRP's with EXTEN
SIVE international experience/training as courier, executive 
protection , and other duti es. VGA, P.O. Box 309, 
Schenectady, NY 12301. (76) 

TNT, dynamite, nitroglycerine, plastic, detonators, poison gas, 
chemicals, formulas, much more. Complete instrucitons. Make 
your own. Book $20.00. EXPLOSIVES, 1715 Leaf Ave. , Mur
freesboro, TN 37130. (78) 

GROUND ZERO SURVIVAL SUPPLIES 

. :.>.·~· . 

Food 
Medical 
Radiation 
Survival Suppl ies 

P.O. Box 25532-F 
Colorado Springs, 

Colorado 80936 
(303) 598-9608 

Send $1 .00 for Catalog (Refundable with order) 

EXPLOSIVES - Two unique, powerful formulas. One using 
plain aspirin and one, incredibly, from human urine. Easy di rec· 
tions. $4.00 each; both $7.00. NORTHSTAR RESEARCH, 32 
Hardy Way, Hiram, GA 30141. 

MAYBE YOU DON'T HAVE TO DIE TO GO TO HEAVEN. A 
successful business dynamo is looking for a man-Friday to 
help him and his family relax and enjoy a healthful , active, 
outdoor rural life. If you are free to travel and relocate and are 
experienced in weight training, running , backpacking, bike 
touring, hunting, downhill and cross country skiing, sculling, 
swimming, yoga, nutirtion, like to cook, drive, and have mecha
nical aptitude, send a letter describing yourself and your in
terests to Box 158, 104 Charles St., Boston, MA 02114. 

RETAKE SAIGON and other songs like World Without Mos
cow and We Need Another Kent State? from the last concert by 
Buddy Holocaust. NOW AVAILABLE! Finally Buddy shows us 
the way - the right way. They didn't call him 'Holocaust" for 
nothing. For this professionally recorded cassette send $4.98 
plus $2.00 shipping and handling to LETHAL RECORDINGS, 
P.O. Box 8708-586, Newport Beach, CA 92658-1708. Check 
or money order. Allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery. 

DON'T DELAY! Get the straight facts. Send today for informa
tive document on Urban Street Survival now in second printing. 
A must tor the well-planned. $5.00. BRAZOS PUBLISHING, 
Box 18204, Ft. Worth, TX 76118. (77) 

The 
Mercenaries 

• 
The truth about men who fig ht for pay told 
in 300 fact and adve nture packed pages. 
39 photos. and 2 mercenary contracts' Re
viewed in Soldier of Fortune as "'A wealth of 
background information for the scholar 
and soldier of fortune." $3.00 to: 

FREE COMPANION PRESS 
P.O. Box 542 

Sugar Land, TX 77478 

SAUVE QUI PEUT survival newsletter, catalog. $2.50 post
paid. Protect yourself with the best! RADEX, 4109 Graf Drive, 
Louisville, KY 40220. (78) 

"RUCK THE FUSSIANS" T-shirt, $7.95. Bumper Sticker, 
$2.00. Red, white, blue. M.D. , P.O. Box 2745, Littleton, CO 
80161. 

EXPORT PROBLEMS? We offer discreet consultations in 
order to anticipate and prevent problems. Specializing in 
licensable commodities. Expedite your exports ... leave your 
problems to us. l.E.C. INC., 535 Broadhollow Rd., Melville, NY 
11747. (516) 293-8120. Dom. n.x 960127 SWIFT NYK IEC. 
Intl. TLX 230199 SWIFT UR IEC. 

AK·47, SKS accessories and foreign camouflage uniforms. 
Send SASE for list. MICHAEL MESMER, 6608 Wooster Pike, 
Cincinnati.OH 45227. 

NORTHEAST INVESTIGATIONS - Private investigators, 
child custody, missing persons, industrial undercover, bounty 
hunters. Phone (603) 542-6380. (87) 

DOUBLE-SIDED COINS: Penny, $5.00; Nickel, $9.00; Quar
ter, $14.00. Precision machined. Specify heads or tails. 
RICHARD SCHUPBACH, Rt. 1, Harrisonville, MO 64701. 

FOR HIRE - Security. Ex-Army vet. Desire work in Southern 
Africa. ~ut of job after Sept. '84. Contact: TUCKER, P.0.B. 66, 
APO, San Francisco, CA 96555. (77) 

EX-MARINE, Nam Vet, jump qualified, speak Russian, Span
ish, Vietnamese. Anything considered. STUART, P.O. Box 
3952, Lawrence, KS 66044. (77) 

DO YOU BELIEVE IN BIORHYTHMS? Know your critical 
days and avoid hazardous situations during these periods. 
Your personal biorhythm chart generated by computer. 365 
day chart for $5.00. Send your name, birthdate and the date 
you want the chart to start to: BIORHYTHMS, P.O. Box 32, 
Alpaugh , CA 93201. 

CUSTOM SOLID BRASS BUCKLES 

Eochbucklo ind ividuollyhondotchadonocurvoondor•tro ightl<nosonS016po1n1 
•tor Fits I ~ . .. ond I~~ .. or ! " boh• Plain oval or roctongulo< bucklo wo•h or withou t 
01<hed S. 6 o• 7 pr F>t. I' '. ' 10 1" boh1. Up 10 18 lo!lors SO' 110 oddit1onol Spocity 
inch ••ta. 1 r~le . pr int loyour wonted . U .115 oo .. {2) 1Jll5 oo . (6 ! 12115 011 •• (12) 11115 
oo Soo l• ond Logo o•tro Solid b•ou sand co.i S point •to• 2 '1, " diom . Fil l '/, ... 1 11. " 
Oepuly Sheriff . Bordo1 Poirol Cu•lom Porrol . Deputy Mo '5hol . Sro111 l•oopo<. lo•o• · 
Rongo• Plom 6 poin t Shori lf. O..puty Sho<i lf S poin t Now O rloo•u s tar w ith or 
wilhour Police 6 9S oo . {6) S 95 oa ppd Mo.io1Cord ond Viso occopro.l Givo nomo. 
ouount f O•ptrOl•On do ro 01 •ond chod. o• mon11y order to · Cu1 tom ( •oft . Pepi. SF 
P 0 Bo• SSOl28 A! lonto. GA ~JSS Ooolo" ond Reps Wontod I odd $1 00 postogo 

FIREARM SILENCERS - Illustrated 8'12 x 11 instruction 
booklet covers materials, construction, and legalities for mak
ing over a dozen types of silencers. All major calibers. $6.00. 
SMOKE PEN - illustrated instructions. Just pull the pin, out 
comes the smoke. Inexpensive, reusable, writes too. $4.00. 
ECCENTECH RESEARCH COMPANY, P.O. Box 6831 . 
Shawnee Mission, KS 66206. 

AUSTRALIAN ARMY FAMED " DIGGER" Bush Hats, $75. 
Badge $10, Native Boomerangs, $50. A. BELLMAN, P.O. Box 
10,Stepney, 5069, Australia. 

FREE CATALOG 
LATEST ISSUE 

Books on: Survival, Revenge. Weapons . 
Self-defense, Demolitions , Knife fighting . 
Military, Silencers, Sniping , Keys & Locks , 
Clandestine Operations, Improvisations, 
Special Forces, Guerilla Warfare, CIA Ser
ies, First Aid, plus much more! 

"The best in the field" 
"Time is running out, 

you beller start preparing now. " 
For a rush catalog, send to: 

Ken Hale - Survivalist (503) 
McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 

FEBRUARY 84 



G Leather sheath, strap, mahogany case and two insignia; call shown above, accompany each knife. 

'"11m story reads like "James Bond!' blade is precision ground to a razor edge on each of the The American Historical Foundation. This will guarantee 
.I.Since the end of World War II, three flats and the point, with d~;fullers or "bfoodgrooves" the opportunity to learn of all futqre Foundation military 

many of the exploits of the "Shadow on each flat. The butt is sculpted to aid the user in with- history projects prior to the public. As a member you will 
Warriors"-and the details of their drawing the knife from the scabbar<I when it is worn under , also receive, at no expense, hard-to-obtain information 
special equipment - have remained a sleeve. The dagger is balanced to the hilt to aChieve quick concerning American military history and the care, display 
classified. and sure handling characteristics. and collecting of knives, firearms and other militaria. 

Now, The American Historical Concealed by the shirt sleeve, the scabbard is strapped How To Reserve 
Foundation announces a special com- to the arm on the underside of the wrist, with the hilt to-

~---~-~ memorative trlbute to honor the5e ward the hand for quick access. Or, the strap is long enough 
mystery men who often parachuted in behind enemy lines to be strapped to the leg instead. In either location, it is 
to fight the covert actions of World War II. unlikely to be found In a huniedJr.isk. 

The Sleeve Dagger worn by Allied operatives epitomizes 24-Karat Gold Plated 
the spirit of clandestine warfare in World War II. For that 
reason, we selected it for this commemorative tribute to 
the men of the OSS and the SOE. 

The 055 (Office of Strategic Services)- forerunner of 
both the U.S. Army's Special Forces and the CIA- and 
the British SOE (Special QPerations Executive) trained and 
led guerrillas, blew up supplies, destroyed factories, de
railed trains, ambushed convoys and provided intelligence 
information vital to the Allied cause. All Americans are 
indebted to this small group of fighting men, without whom 
the outcome of the Will' could have been entirely different. 

Exotic Design 
Their daring missions were often accomplished with 

strange and !;pedal equipment. This easily-concealed Sleeve 
Dagger was one of their more exotic pieces of gear. The 
knife is an exad recreation of the Sleeve 'Dagger originated 
by the OSS's British counterparts in SOE. 

Not many were produced. It has been estimated that 
fewer than a dozen of the originals exist today in this 
country; they are so rare that they can bring prices of 
Sl,000 or more. As a result, this reissue should be of great 
interest, not only to veteran intelligence agents, but also to 
collectors of military knives worldwide. 

Limited Edition 
Like the wartime origin;ds, this limited edition reissue 

is being made in Sheffield, England. H.G. Long & Co., 
established in 1846, has been commissioned by the Foun
dation to faithfully recreate these knives from a rare 
original. This is a limited edition of only 1,945- in 
remembrance of the year of Allied Victory. 

This knife was designed to be eaSily concealed-yet as 
deadly as possible. The dagger is 7" long, with a blade of 
biangular cross section for strength and effectiveness. The 

In honor of the bold exploits of our intelligence services, 
this limited edition World War II Oandestine Operations 
Commemorative Sleeve Dagger is plated entirely in 24-
karat gold. Each knife is serially numbered and comes 
complete with case, sheath and strap. 

The sheath and strap are recreated exactly from the 
original in brown calfskin leather. To match the knife, the 
strap buckle is also plated with 2:<!-karat gold: 

To store and display this set, you will also receive a solid 
mahogany case, designed to be an innocuous item that 
would not attract attention in an agent's personal belong
ings. The Certificate of Authenticity is mounted in the , 
inner lid, with the knife, strap and sheath ead1 fitted in 
separate compartments. 

Free Collector Insignia 
Those reserving this Sleeve Dagger will also receive two 

free custom-made, hand-embroidered collector insignia. 
These insignia were linked to the 055 in World War Il 
and are unobtainable today. The Foundation, commissioned 
the manufacture of these exclusively for this project. The 
shoulier patch was designed for w~ by the 055 during 
the war but was disapproved by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
who reasoned !'hat secret agents should never be identified. 
The "Special Force" jump wings were worn by airborne 
personnel of the OSS attached to the British SOE. These 
are possibly the rarest insignia in existence as only some 
hundred men were trained by the British at Ringway. Both 
of these insignia have been executed in the very highest 
quality standards and are collectibles in themselves. 

Membership Benefits 
As an added benefit, those reserving this World War II 

Commemorative will also be extended membership in 

This unusual opportunity is available only through 
The American Historical Foundation. You may write, call, 
personally visit or use the reservation form below. Reser
vations will be honored on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Requests for special serial numbers will be honored, if 
possible. Early response will result in securing the lowest 
available serial number. 

AU shipping charges are paid. Satisfaction is guaranteed, 
or you may return the knife within one month for a full 
refund. i-----------------RE's£RvA:'fl6N ________________________ _ 
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Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full 
Refund. 
To: The American Historical Foundation 

1022 West Franklin Street, Dept. SF-S 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone (804) 353-1812 
24·hour toll free reservations: (800) 368·8080 

I wish to reserve the 24-karat gold plated World War II 
Clandestine Operations Commemorative Sleeve Dagger, 
with mahogany case, Certificate of Authenticity, leather 
sheath and strap, two collector insignia and Foundation 
membership. No shipping d 1arges. Satisfaction guaranteed, 

I enclose my: 

D Deposit of 539. Please in voice me prior to delivery for 
the balance, 

1 
1 0 Payment of 5139 in full . 
j 
l Nan1e .. ... . . . .. . . .... . . ..... • .. .. . ..• .• .. .. • . 
1 

! Address .... . .... •. . . . . •.... .. .. . . ... . . ....... 
1 
I 
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For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send 
account number, expiration date and signature. Virginia 
residents add sales tax. 



marnett 1Jnternatinnal 
'World's largest manufacturer of crossbows' 

Barnett 'Commando' 
self-cocking crossbow 
• The ultimate in crossbow design 
• Built-in self-cocking mechanism 

~~':i.--•_:___P.owerful 175 lb. standard draw weight 
• The 'Magnum Force' of 

crossbows 

Barnett 'Supreme' Crossbow 
• Perfectly balanced 
• Stocked in European walnut · 
• Skip-checkered grip and fore-end 
• Perfect for target and hunting 

with draw weights to 150 lb. 
• Medium priced 

We also manufacture a full range of 
accessories and slingshots. 

BARNETT QUALITY PRODUCTS 

Barnett 'Wildcat' crossbow 
• Top quality, rugged hunting model, 

loaded with features 
• Powerful 150 lb. standard draw weight 
• Largest selling, low priced crossbow 

in the world. 

See your local dealer for a full range of Barnett crossbows, slingshots and airguns or 
send $2.00 for our color catalog to: 

11Jarnett llnternatfonal line. 

1967 Gunn Highway, P.O. Box 934, Dept. SOF2, Odessa, FL 335.56 Telephone: (813) 920-2241 
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